650

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

[Ocrosxx 15th, 188,

MISSION NOTES.

Tur Fiji Islands forn: one of the many island
groups which stud the South Pacific, and within the
past foew yeara havo passed entirely into tho hands of
Britain. "The islands number alount 260, of which
some 80 aro inhabited. Their area is about 7,400
square miles, which is equal to tho acreage of Wales.
The native population is somewhat over 100,000, with
about 5,000 foreigners. T'wo 1islauds are specially
prominent in comparative size, one being 80 by 55
miles in extent, the other about 100 by 25. Theso
aro maximumn measurements. The islands are vol-
canic chiefly in origin, have still hot springs, and are
subject to ~arthquakes ; there are also coral reefs and
debris, with indications of some geologically old land.
Tho vegetation is tropical; cocoa-nut, banana and bread
fruit trees abound ; the yam is a stuple product and
ocoupies an important part in the domestic economy
of tho natives, the times of its culturs and ripening
giving names to soveral months of the year. The
natives aro, as a people, distinctly marked ; of a negro
type ; are strong, cleanly, open-hearted, among the
most comely of the Polynssian races, and more moral
in their customs, Their religion had some well-de-
fined belicfs—e.g.. two classes of Gods, the immortals,
who troubled themselves little with the affairs of
earth ; the deified hevoes, whose spirits interfered con-
siderably with the affairs of their race. The family was
the unit of society, then came the tribes, then the na-
tion. Tribal wars were frequent, and thus the worst
passions became inflamed ; neither age nor sex were
spared. Especially were the Fijis dreaded on account
of cannibalism. From whatever reason cannibalismn
may have arisen, whether from 1notives of religion,
hatred or veneration, it wasavowedly continued as
an appetlite. Not only were enemies slain, prisoners
fatted for the slaughter, and ships' crews esteemed
dainty bits, but strife would be encouraged that the ap-
petite might be satisfied. No man or woman was safe
if a powerful neighbour or chief lusted after his flesh.
Polygamy provailed, and on the death of achief his
strangled widows would provide meats for the funeral
banquet. When a chief’s house was to be built, sotne
victiin must stacd in the hole made for the post, and
as he clasped the same the earth was heaped upon
bhim; when a canoe was to be launched, humaun
rollers were used to enable it to find its native ele-
msat ; the sick were treated by being buried alive,
perhaps to be afterwards dug up and cooked as pud-
dings. Horrid details, strange monstrosities, to be en-
dured and practised among s people otherwise intel-
ligent, and above the avers o savage life! What they
might bave been, had the’. interconrso with white men
been with the commou adventurers. we can scarcely
imagne. A very pandemonium the Fiji Archi-
pelago must have become, or & waste and desolation;
but in thegood providence of God some Wesleyan
missionaries landed there :n 1885 and planted the
standard of the Cross. Let the mind rest for a mo-
mazut upon this scone. Two men, strong in the faith of
God, without those ploneers of Western civilizrtion,
the rovolver and the bowio kaife, entering alons upon
theso islands, heaning a language they bad to learn,
and witnessing such scenesas we have already lunted
at. Think of the horror, the lonehness, the yearning
for the grasp of a friendly hand these men must have
-experienced through long months of privation and
toil ; what wrestling in prayer lest faith shonld fai}?
what yearning of sonl as they beheld the abomina-
tion. How long, O Lord, how Jong! What glimpses,
may wo not also say, of coming dawn tipping the far-
off mountain peaks, harbingers of that day whon tho
San of Righteonsness shonld rise with healing in bis
wings.
And now the natives are Christian, and give! Let
us bear tho account of an eye-witness :—

““ Tho first meeting of tlus surt at which I was preo-
sent was beld at the junction of two beads of the great
Bowa river, the Wai Nimbooco and the War Namala.
On the first day the people of seventcon towns (or
villages) assembled, and the crowd must have num-
bered fully 2,000. On tho following day about ten
more towns arrived, and, with slight variations, the
programmoe was repeated. We sat uunder trees on the
river-bank, facing the viilago green, and each town
camo up in tarn in procession, all quaintly dressed
up ss if for & fancy ball, and marched slowly past us,
every ono carryiog his offering in his mounth for
greater socurity—» purso at once novel and self-act-
ing ; for, as hoth Lands were often busy wi b speas
and {az, it was a saving of trouble, and by n» means

disrespeotful, just to spit out the coin on the mat
spread to reoeivo offerings. Bome bad guite a mouth-
ful to give-—~threo or four shillings. The latter was a
st much aimed at, us tho donors of such large con-
tributions bad the pride of knowing that their names
would uppear in a printed list!—an honour not
wholly without attraction even in Fiji."

At another placo the offering took place in the
open air:—

** Aftor lunch camo what [ may call thoe offortory,
as overy one brought according to his ability for the
furtheranco aund support of Christian worlk. Vo now
found our places sot on the other sido of the willage
green, lest it mught seem as if the offer.ngs now to be
mado wero to the chief instead of the mission.
First 1,000 womon advanced single file, each bring-
ing « mat, or a bunch of livo c.abs, or dried tish, or a
basket of yams—one brought a ludierous roast parrot ;
then us many men came up, bringing six or eight
largo turtle, seven or eight live pigs, fowls, yams,

alm-cloth, ete. One tiny child brought a large cock
1n his arms. Heo was such a jolly little chap—well
viled, with searlet suiis (kilty of turkey-red, and white
native cloth, and quaint, partially shaven head—they
shave in such odd patterns, leaving littlo tufts and
curls. Then followed all the usual very graceful
dances, which I have so often deseribed, and some
new oues, in which every dancer carried a dried fish,
let into a piece of a split cocoa-paln leaf, and
waved it fan-like, just to mark them as fishers.
Everywhere we note the sawmo wonderful flexibility
and marvellous time kept in most intricate ballet-
figures. But coarse sticks take the place of the old
carved clubs, and some ungraceful traces of British
trude appear. lere one man was dressed in a large
union-jack pocket-handkerchief! and a woman wore
the foot and stalk of a broken wine-glass asan ear-ring!
The people appear to be very poor, and less tastofnl
in making their necklace-garlands and kilts. At sun-
set there was a pause, and then Mr. Langham gave
the multitude what seemed to be a most impreesive
little address, ané » few minutes later the whole
8,000 were kneeling prostrato on the grass. It wasa
very striking scene, remembering that theso peorle
sre only just emerging from beathemsm; but thsy
are so very cordial to the mission, and so anxious to
be tauglt, it secmns hard that there should be such
difficulty in getting native teachers trained, and this
is greatly owing to the lack of white missionaries.™

Another extract and we close :—

*To me ono of the strangest things hare is the un-
accountable jealousy of the missionaries, and their
marvellous influence with the people, which pervades
all classes of white men, old residonts and new-comers
alike. To understand the position you must recollect
that, ferty yearsago, two missionaries landed on these
isles, to ind them peopled by cannibals of the most
vicious type. Every form of crime that the human mind
can conceive reigned and ran riot ; and the few white
settlers bere were the worst type of reprobates, who
coutd find po other bhiding-place; for the earliest
founders of this colopy were a number of convicts
who, about 1604, cscaped from New South Wales, and
managed to reach Fiji, whero, by free use of fircarms,
they made themselves dreaded, and the chisfs coarted
then. as useful allies in war. So these desperadoes
gained a footing in the isles, and amazed the Fijiauns
themselves by the atrocity of their lives. One man,
known as Paddy Connor, left fifty sons and daughters
to inherit hie virtues !

“ Such men as theso had certainly not done much
to smooth the way for Cinstian toachers; yot in the
forty years wliuch had elapsed since the Wesloyan mis-
sionaries landed here, they have won over a population
of upwards ofa hundred thousand ferocions cannibals.
They have trained an immense bc:lllf of native tesch-
ers—ostablished schools in every village. The people
thomselvez have built churches all over the isles, each
of which has a ¢crowded congregation ; and thero is
scarcely & house which has not daily morning and
ovening family orayer—a sound pever heard in the
white men’s houses; and of course the old vile cus-
toms aro dropped, and Christian manners take their
place. Such is the system of supervision by the
teachers, that any breach of right living must bo at
once known, and visited by the moral displeasure of
those whom tho people most respoct.

* Tiig (and the fact that besides feeding and cloth-
ing the native toachers, each village onco o year con-
tri%uws to tho gencral support of the mission) 18 the
ground which white men take as st excuse for deory-
ing the excellent missionaries. You bear of ¢thewr
inordinate love of power,” and ‘greediness;’ Jheir
oxcollent moral ainflaencoe 1s mmply * prissicraft ;° and
though the speckers are invanably compelled to ac-
knowiedge the good work they have hitherto done, I
have actoally heard men in bigh position (who have
nover been beyond Levuka, nor set {oot in & native
chureh) sieak a5 if that work was now finished, and
it was high time tho contributions of the poople shonld
be diverted from the support of the mission to tho
Goveroment treasury; mn fact, as if every shilling
paid to their teachers was so much of which Govern-
ment is beinmefnndod. Tt ig vhe 013 story of kick-
' ing over the ladder by which yoa hats climoed. For,

most oertainly, but for the missionaries and thei
work here, England would have had small sharo 1
Fiji to-dny. A questionablo gain, I confess! Imuy
au& I am greatly disgusted by tho tone in which I iy
this matter diseussed,—not hﬁ any of our own party,
however, for they, ono and all, hold the mission inth,
vory bighest honour, and constantly attend the native
services.”

THE SPEED OF MODERN STEAMSHIPS.

In an illustrated artiole contributed by 8. G. W,
Bonjamin to the September ** Century,” tho authorde
soribes the improvements in ocean stearships, ang
says in part: i

* Thirty years ago sixteen days was a fair allowance
for the passago betweon England and New York by
steam. By gradual steps the point was reuched
whon eloven days was the minimuin, and this startled
the world. Then began a rivalry between the Iumsn
and White Star lines, attended by a succession of ruzs
showing a gradunal increase of speed, which proveds
great advertisement for these lines. In 1871 the
average timo of twenty-four orack voyagos by thes
lines was eight days fifteen hours and three munutes,
The Adriatic’'s best westward time was forty-thre
minutes less. It should be remembered tlhat the
westward passage is generally longer than in tie
other directicn, owing to westerly winds and the ¥
Gulf Stream. In emulation of this speed, in 1877 th: B
City of Berlin, of tho Irman line, made the trip t
Queenstown from New York in seven days fourtee
hours and twelve minutes, and in the same year ths
Britannic, of the White Star line, crossed froz
Queenstown in seven days ten houra and fifty thres
minutes. In 1879 a new rival appeared ia thus field,
the .Arzona, of the Guion lme. This steamsby
made the castward passage in 1880 in seven days te
hours and forty-seven minutes, and in one trip =
1881 she lessened this time about three hours. Thu
seemed to be about the best that could be expected of
these superb ships, when the new Guion steame:,
Alaska, after & number of astonishing runs, accom
plished tho westward passage bstween the two ports,
on April 18, 1882, in seven days six hours and twenty
minutes, actual time, against heavy seas. Ia asat-
sequent tnp eastward she ran the distance in sx dagi
and twenty-two hours, actual time. In this, th
quickest passage ever made across the Atlantic, th
Alaska travelled 2,895 knots, being about an aversge
of 418} knots per day, for seven successive days. It
will be observed that the increase of speed has beex
graduated in proportion to the gradual increase o
size. The ships of 1850 were rarely much over 2,50
tons, and were barely 800 feet long. Now the
average length of ocean steamners is upward of 40
feot, winlo 500 feet is not uncommon. The City¢f

Rome is 588 feet lobng, and registers 8,826 tons; the e

Servia is 580 feet, and 8,600 tons; the Alaska 152
feet, and 6,932 tons. The Ausiral, intonded for the
Austruhian trade, is 474 feet long anad 48 feet 8 incky
broad, and registers 9,600 tons. The measuremerts
of this veasel, and of the new Cunarder, Cephalonis,
which is 440 feet long by 46 feot beam, indicate thy
the reaction against extreme length has already cox
menced in the grest ship.yards of Great Britain, bewy
in each of these cases less than ten beams to th

length.” _ -
WHAT BAVE YOU DONE!

« I havo becn a member of your church for thiry
yesrs,” aid an elderly Christian to his pastor, * s
when 1 was laid by with sickness only one or i
came to sco me. I was shamefally neglected.” * X5 §
friend," said tho psstor, “in all those thirty yew
how mauy sick havo you visited 2" ** Oh,” he rephe
* it never struck me in that light. I thought onlyd
the relation of others to me, and not of my relst
to them.” Common enough is this sort of lop-sids S
religion. Quarrelsome prople complain that thers i
no lovo 1o the world now, and unsociable folks m=
mur that everybody is so backward to speak apz
divins things. Many have a very wide eye toward
tho gracos which they receive, bat they are pesh
blind when it comes to giving out—they do not s
it. “It is hard to part,” they say; and so they s
their gold abide together.—Sword and Trowel.

WHAT the church wants is the under-propping d
solitary prayer, the strepgth that comes from sect
communion with heaven.



