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MISSION NOTES.

Tii Fiji Islande fornu one of the niany island
groupes whicli etud flic 8Bnutb Pacuflo, andl within tho
past fow yeara have passed entircly juta the bands of
Britain. ýle islandB nuenher about 260, of which
sanie 80 are inhabjtad. Their area ie about 7,400
squaro miles, which ie equal to tho acreage of Wales.
Thoe native population ie soinewhat over 100,000, with
about 5,000 fareigners. Two ielaud8 ara spczaliy
proaninent in comparative size, one being 80 by 55
mies in extent, the othor about 100 by 25. Thcso
arn maximum measaireninta. Tho islande ame vol-
canie chiefly in arigin, bave stili bot springs, and are
subject ta "arthquakes ; there are aie coral reofe and
debras, wîth indications of sanie geologically aid land.
Tito vegetation ie tropical; cocoa-nut, banaua and bread
fruit treee abound; the yaxn îa a staîple product and
accupies au important part ini tise doinostic econoiny
of thse natives, the tisues af its culture and ripening
giving naines tal sevitral nionths af thle yoar. Tise
natives are, as a poople, distinctly niarked ; of a negro
type ; are etrong, cloanly, open-hoarted, amang tise
moat caniely of the Polynesian races, and more moral
in their custonis. Their religion baid sanie well-do-
finod beliefs-e.g.. tivo classes af Gode,.the imnnortals,
who troubled thenistAves little with the affaire a;
earth ; the duifled bernecs, wbose spirits interfered cou-
niderably with tise affaire of their race. The tamilywas
thse unit af eociety, tison came the tribes, then tise na-
tion. Tribal wars were frequont, and thuis thie woat
passions becanse inflaxned ; noither age nar sex were
spared. Especially were the Fijis d1readed on accoant
of cann.ibalisni. Froue whatever resor cannibalieni
may have arisen, whether train motives af religion,
hatred or 'eneration, it was avowedIS continued as
an appetito. Nat only were enemies slai.n, prisaners
fatted for tise siaugister, sud ships' crews eeteemed
dainty bits, but strife would ha encouraged that the ap-
petite mîglit bc satisfied. No man or woman was sale
if a powerful neighbour or chief iusted after hie flesh.
Polygamy prevailed, and on the death of a chiof hlis
strangled widows would provide meate for thse fîneral
banquet. WVhen a Chers bouse was ta be built, sainse
victimn must stand in theo hale made for the post, and
as ho claeped the maine thse esrth was heaped upon
hi; when a calnoe was to ho launched, humau
roUlers were uzed to enable it ,o find ita nativ eloe-
ment ; ths ick were treated by heing buried alive,
perhaps to be sftes-warde dug up and cooked as pud-
dings. Harrid details, ste-ange nianstrasîties, to be en-
dus-ed and practised among v people otberwise intel-
ligent, and SbOve th6 aVe a,,e savage lita! 'Wbat they
mnigbt bave beon, had the. intercourse with white men
been wîth tile commou adventurers. ive can scarcely
imagine. A very pandemonauni tise Fiji Archi-
pelago muet have hecomne, or a waste and desolation;
but in the good providence of (lad Borne Wcsleyan
missionaries landed there in 1835 and planted the
standard of thea Crioss. Let da mind i-est for a ma-
rni-nt upon this scone. Two men, strong in the faith af
God. withont thase planesers of Western civilzrtion,
the revolver and the bowie knife, entering alone upon
thceejelads, bearzng a lauguage they bail to learn,
and witnessing sueh scones as we- bar, als-eady hsnted
at. Think of thme horror, tise loncisuess, ibe ycas-ng
for the grasp of a triendly haud these mon must have
*experienced tbrangh long mantha of privation aud
toil ; what wrestig in prayer lest faitils aould fail !
what yearning of eul as tbey beoeld thse abomina.
tion. How long, O Lard, hou' long! What glimpses,
2may we nat aie ay, af coniing dawn tipping the far-
off montitain peaks, bsaxbingcrs of that day w~hon dia
Sun of Rigbteausnce should risc with healing in bis
wings.

And now the natives as-e Christian, and give 1 Let
us hars dia accaunt af an eye-wmtuess:

IlThe fis-st meeting of fins srit lit which 1 was, pre-
sont was hold atthe junn-tion of twa beades cf die grant
Bewa river-, tisa Wai Nihboocoand thue Wai Nimala.
On dia firet day tisa peopleocf soventeen towns tai-
villageos) assembled, and the crowd must have nun-
bered fully 2,000. On thse followiug day about ton
more towns arrived. and. with alight variations, the
programawas repeated. W.est ndes-trocs ondia
river-banlc, (seing the viilaeo green, and e.Ch town
came up in tu=s-n processon, ail quamntly dreased
up a if for a fanay bail, andi mas-chedaslowly past us,
eveu-y one carrying his offerisug inis inouth for
greuter socurity-à pus-se at ance navoi and aeif-act-
in,- . osz, ne *"Ath 1-ands ivcrc affert huay mi là speni
and fan, it vas a aaving of trouble,, and Lx I 1meana

digeaspoatftl, just tea pit ont thse coin on the mat
apread terecoive afferinRe. Sarne ad quit a mnuth-
fui ta give-tireo or tour shillings. Thse latter was a
Piu uncha ainmed at, as; thse douai-s of tueh large con-
tributions had the prideof knowing tiiat thoir rintmes
wauld aippoar in a printed liet I-an ]toneur nat
wimoliy without attraction even in Fiji."'

At anotlier place the offeriug taak place in dia
open air: -

IlAtter luncha cameo what 1 niay cail tila offortary,
as; aecry one brougit accordiug ta hie ability for the
furtiserance aud support of Christian vorlî. WVo now
foumud aur pinces Bot on the allier aide af thse villa g
gr-ean, lesit it însight soem, as if tise offerngs uo,%v ta ta
inade were ta the chief instead af lihemsin
Firet 1,000 waauon advancod single file, ecd bring-
ing a mat, or a buncis of lave c-abe, or àried fiela, or a
basket af yaans-ane brouglit a luerons rost pas-rot;
thoni as mnîy mcmi cameo up, hringing six or eighit
large turtia, seven or eight live pige, fowls. yams,
palm-cloth, oto. Oue tiuy cisilil brougist a large cock
ln biq ai-ms. lHe wae sucis a *oll little cp-WeOU
uiled, with scarlat su/as (kilt) of turkey-rod, and whita
native clotis, and quait, pas-lially ehaven head-they
shave in suris odd patterns, leaving littlo tufts and
ourle. Thon follawed ail the urinal s-esy graceful
dauces, whici I have so offten described, and sanie
new ouest in whicb every dancer cas-ied a dried filih,
lot juta a piece of a Split Cccsà-pains leaf, and
waved it tan-like, just ta mark tm as fisisors.
Evorysvhere we note tie sameo wonderful flexibility
and niarvellous tume kept in moat intricate ballet-
figures. But coas-eisticks take tisa place of the aid
carvoti clubs, and sanie ungraceful traces of B3ritishu
t-ndet appea-. Ilese ane man was dre8sed in a large
union-jack pockot-liandkerchief 1 and a womau woro
tise foot and stalk af a broken wine-glass as an car-ring i
Tise people appoar ta ho very poor, aud less tasteful
in makang their necklace-gas-lands aud kilts. At Sun-
sot there was a pause, and thon Ms-. Langhian gave
the multitude wbat seemed ta ho a moat imprsîvo
little adds-css, andi a few minutes lator tise -whole
8,000 were kneeiag prostrato on thse grass. It iras a
vos-y strikiug scello, renemberung that theso peorte
are oaly juet ernerging tram heatheniani; but thty
are so very cordial te, the mission, aud sa aurions te
be taugist, iL seoins bard tisat thora shoulti ha snob
difficuIt in gùlting native teachers ts-aiuedl, sud this

eu giYty ov-'mg ta the lack af white nissionaries."
Anathos- extract andi we close:-
IlTo me ane aftis straugoat things hore ia dia un-

acuuttabla jeaiousy af the missmonaries, andi tlîeïr
iu&arvoa influence witis the people, wii pos-vades
ail classes af whaite mon, aid residenta andi new-conuors
alike. To understand tise pasitian you muet recoli oct
that, tcrty yeas-s ago, two missianaries ianded on tiss
irles, ta fild thion Ppeo by Cannibale Of tho MOrt
vicious type. EF-,ery foi-ni ofcrime that dia humai mmd
can concoivo rcîguodl sud i-an riot ; sud tie few white
setilers boe were thea wos-st type of roprohates, -qris
couiti finti Do other hiding-place; foi- the earliet
founidors af this calony were a numubor af couvicis
wbo, about 1804, earcaped (rani New Soutis Wales, aud
managed ta i-cd Fiji, wherc, by fre use of fi-carme,
tiay matie theniselves dreaded, aud the chiots caurteti
dhiu. as usetul allies ln war. Sa dicce desperadoos
gaincti a footing in thc idles, and ausazeti the Fijiane
dhinselves by the atracity of their lives. One man,
knawn as Paddy Cannai-, leIt fltty sanse sud daugisters
te inhonit bas- vis-tues !

IlSncb mon as tiehait cortaunly nat doue mucli
toaemootis tise way for Cisistian tecachere; y et in dia
forty yeas-s which bad elapsid rance fie We'tleyn muas%-
sionrarios landcd litre, they have won oves- a population
af tupwartis cfa hiuudred thausaud (es-ocions caninibale.
Tboy have trainedl au immense body af native teacis-
err,esahbcbd schools in every vilage. Tito people
dieniselveassves built chus-chas ail ove- the islea, caci
of whîch bias a cs-owded congragation ; and thicse as
s=cscly a bouse which lias nat d"iy mos-ning aud
eveniug fasnily prayer-a sounti zovai- heard in thse
white uacn's bouses; sud of coursù die aid vile cils-
teons as-a drappeti, and Christian mannes lta Lheir
place. Sncb us thse systeni of supervision by dia
toachere, tisaI auy breach of rigisi living muet ha aI
once known, sud visitAt hy thec moral displemare af
diase wbom tho people most respect.

"Tho (andth e faot that hesides feoding sud clatis-

iru tise native toacher, oscis viUagc once a year Cou-
es b to the Ja nou-si support 'èth dia mn niSOl m tise

grunti wisic whiite mon talte as au excuse for dees-y-
ing tha excellent misonarios. You boas- cf t'dir
inordinate lava of power,' sud 'gretdinesa;' .mis-
excellent moaa influence us ssmply 'pmstci-ft ansd
diaugh tise sperkers are mvariably compolied te suc-
Itnowiedge thse gooti wau-k diey have hihesrto donc, I
have actuafly boa mcin in bigis position %wha have
ni-er beau; boat Levuka, nos- set foot iu a native
chus-ch) spSIX as If that work was uow fiuishod, and
it ws.s higi lime tise contributions af thrpoopleeauld,
b. diverteti froin dia support af tIse misilion te tisa
Gaverme nt ts-easus-y; in fact, as if oves-y shilling
paid te, thei- >=ahere wu SO mucis of which Goveru-
mont je being defrauded.- Ilt e ûl. 'd story of kick-
ing oves- the ladd.s- by whtcb yon ha',ro oliznvd Pas-,

niant certaluly, but for tIse aisslouaries anti îte
work bore, Engiand would have hati emaîl sisero n_
Fiji to-day. A quostionable gaia, 1 confees I I iuai
ey 1 ami greatly diegusted hy the toue in wiic1 lia

liise anatter disecused,-not b y any af oui- own lty
lowover, for tisay, ana sud ail, holtiftie mission in the

vos-y I'iglbcst hononu-, anti aanetautly attend the native
services."

THE SPRED OF MODE RN STEAMBEIIIS.

Iu an liustrated article contimutoti hq S. GJ. W.
Benjamini ta tise Septombor "Century," dia autlior de-
scribes tisa improvoene in acesu steanaships, atid
eaya in part:

ITbirty yeara ago aix(een daye waa a fai- afloaucs
for dia p-assage hetwean Englanti aud New York by
seoni. 13y graduai stops tica paint was refmched
when oven days was the minimum, and this startird
tiseworîd. Thon hegan arivas-ybetwoen thse lamai
sud Whsite Star lines, attondeti by a Succession af i-tns
ehowing a graduA".i orcase af spea, which proved i

groat advertieuent for these linos, Ia 1871 tie
aver-age lame af twenty-au- crack voyages by tisele
linues wus eiglît tisys fitteen hans-e sud thrao minutes.
Tise .4driatio'a heat weatwara time was forty-the
minutes lese. It ahoulti bo romombaseti that the
westwarti passage ie genes-ally longer than in the
adier directicon, owiug te westes-ly winds and the
Gulf Streamu. lu emulatmc'n aI luis specti, in 1877 îlit
City of Berlin, of dia Innian liue, made dia trip to
Quoenstewu tram New Yaork ln savon daye feurtee
hansand twelve minutes, sud in the Banne year tte
Britanuic, of the 'White Star liue, croseil trom
Qceenstewn in savon daya ton boni-aiand fifty-three
minutas, In 1879 a uew rival appea-ed ina tins field,
the Arizona, aI thse Guion Ino. This steauaLp
madie tise eastward passage iu 1880 ln savon days ter
bons-s sud Iorty-seven minutes, sud in one trip it
1881 elle lessonied tUns time about is-e outas-. Tisa
seemet to ho about die heet tIsaI coulti b. expecteil of
diese sapes-h abips, wbieu the new Guion steamer,
Alaska, aller a nuinher of aatenislùng s-uns, accon-
pliahed dia weet-wa-d passage hetweon the two ports,
on April 18, 1882, ina Bevin tisys six hans-s aud twenq
minutes, actuid lime, agairtmet heavy seas. Ins a sit-
sequcut trip eastward elle s-an Une distance in six des-s
sud Iwenty-two boums, actual tune. In Ibis, t&
quickeat passage oves- made acrose dis Âtlsstmc, tic
Alaska travelloti 2,895 basaIs, being abaut an avarme
of 418,î kuots poer day, for soven successive days. I!
wîll ho obsei-ved that tihe increas of speed bas I*ez
graduateti in praportion t the graduel incsease i
sizo. Thse abîpe af 1850 wes-o ras-ely much oves- 2,5Wt
tons, sud wes-e bss-ely 800 foot long. Now thé
averago langUi af acean steamners te upwa-t u! 4W
fecat, whala 500 fcet je uaL unconiron. Thse City ci
Roime il; 586 tact long, sud registers 8,826 tons; the
Ses-via je 580 feet, and 8,500 tons; tise Aliaska is Z11
foot, sud 6,982 tous. Tbo Austral, intondod for ti
Austrmlia t-ade, te 474 foot long sud 48 foot 8 inchi
hrosd, sud registers 9,600 tous. Tho nicasurezasei
of this voasel, sud of dia uew Cuna-ter, Cephalo=s
wbicis 440 feot long by 46 feat hearu, indicate tht
tise s-cactio against exrs-m. lengtis bas al-oady co--
mancein lathe gi-est slsp.,ya-s af Gr-eat Britain, bezt<
in cadi af tiseo cases bass tissu ton beanie to tic
lengtlu." _____

WHEAT HAVE YOU DORE)

"I have beau a moinhe af yens- chus-ch for thixy
yoas-s," reîid an oldarly Christian te bis pastai-, "sI z
wiscu 1 was laid hy witiseicase only ane or tir
carne te ceme. I w&a.ssamefully neglected. "Myii
friend,"~ esit tisa pastor, "lin al tiss tiisty yau
how many sick have yen viated? II "Oh," be repies
Ilit nover struck me lu tisat ligisl. I tisougit aulyd
thse relation if othore t-o me, sud net of my rolstiu
te tisen.- Commnon ceugis th iis sort of lop-sidai
religion. Qusasrlsome pfiople complain tisat tham s
no love le tho wuia new, sud unsociabîe folks nLý'
mur diat everybody is se backwa-d, to speaki cpz
divine things. Many have a vemy wide oye towarà
tisa graco which dioy s-oaoive, bat tlssy mre nes.'ý
biut when it comnes to, giving antý-tbey do ual sae
IL Il je i bard te pas-t." tbey say ; ant e fir soJ
tiscir goiti &bide togetluo-..-Sword andi 2'owcl.

WusAI tise chus-ch wants us the tmnder.ps-opping d
solitary p-ayu-r, thse st-ezigth tisat cc.ne hem se
comasmnico Ydtb huav=n
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