well as their hearts, and poured out their gold and
frankincense and myreh at the feet of the new-horn
Saviour. The first five apostics were called, and obeyed
the call, between three in the afternoon and nine
o'clock the next morning.  This was surcly sudden,
and sudden, too, in the case of the very men o whom
the work of completing the canon of Revelation, of
transmitting the gospel to others, and of onyganizing the
New Testament Church, was to be entrusted.  Read
their histary and sce if it be not so.  How speedily
the heart of the woman of Samaria was changed ; and
sec how her words, sent home by the Hely Ghast,
moved the whole village to which she belonged , “and
many of the Samaritans of that city believed on hun,
for the saying of the woman, who tesufied, He told me
all that ever I did.” And you recollect the case of
Lydia, and of the woman in the hause of Simon, and
the case of Zacchacus, who while coming down from
the tree at the bidding of the Lord was saved. And
who can forget the three thousand added to the Chureh
at Jerusalem in onc day, and further on in the narra.
tive of the doings of the apostles and the history of the
Lord’s work we read of five thousand s, and then of
“multitudes both of men and women” being daily
added to the Lord, Need I remiind you of Paut on lus
way to Damascus to persecute Christians, arrested by
the Spirit of God in a moment, converted, and com-
missioned to preach the sgrospel.  And s it any stretch
of fancy to say that after lus own experrence of the
power of grace he would always preach a gospel of
nstant and immediate efficacy 2 As matter of fact
we find lum doing so 1n the prison of Phdipps, and
there enrolling a converted pa;mn as the first member
of a large and flounishing Church -a man converted,
baptised, and cnrolled in full communion between ten

o'clock at night and five the next mormng'  Need 1
furnish further scripture cvidence?  Is not this

cnough? The word nowhere presents an imperfect
salvation.  All scripture scems to me to add force to
these words, * If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lard Jesus, and shaikt believe in thine heart that God
rased him from the dead, thou shalt be saveld,” -saved
now, without a moment's delay.  “Bchuld, 20w 1s the
accepted time; now is the day of salation.”

I have thus spoken briefly to the two pomts rased
at the outset; and in wiew of the mass of ser pture
evidence now referred to you will not be surpnised at
what I am aboutto tell you of the Chnistian expenence
of onc of the youngest members of this Church, John
Alexander Campbell, whom the Lord hasbeen pleased
very suddenty to take to himsetf.

The story of his life is brief, but beautiful and in-
structive ; it is a story of grace speedily ripening into
glory. He grew up under the fostering care of paren-
tal love. He was taught at home the elements of the
Christian faith, carefully and perseveringly instructed
in the word of God and the Westminster catechisms ;
and these lessons were rendered influential and sacred
to his mind by prayer and by witnessing a devout and
consistent exampie on the part of luis instructors. In
these citcumstances it is not surprising that he was
strongly and lovingly attached to home and to all that
pertained to it, and felt no disposition to scek enjoy-
ments and companionships bevond it. His attach-
ment showed itscli in many ways which we need not
mention, and which will make his memory fragram
to all the members of the family till they join him
“over there.” While more than a thousand miles
from here sceking health he tenderly remembered
those from whom he was parted ; and while uniformly
cheerful and hopeful his lips once gave cxpression to
one of the deep feclings of his heart in those simple
words—* 1 must spend my twenty-first birthday away
from heme.” It was quite true in one sensc, and yet
not truc in another; for just two days before his
twenty-first birthday the Great Father of all tovk lum
to himself. In the Sabbath school, from the infant
class up to the Bible class, and till he joined the ranks
of the teachers, he was characterized by regular attend-
ance, conscientious diligence in the preparation of
lessons, and a kind and gentle disposition towards
texchers and classmates,~always :n his place at the
proper time, with B:ble and Catechism in hand, with
prescribed lessons, cominitted to nemory, and ready
10 listen with confiding intcrest to the mstructions of
his teacher.,  This is the testimony borne by his three
teachgrs ; and the habits thus formed ac home and in
the school were not laid aside, but graatly strengthen-
cd and mpatyred as be was paising out of boyhuod into
manhoad.. In evidengcs.of this it is cnough to say that
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hie Mible and his Catechiam were his constant com.
panions to the end, and hoth, but ecspecially his
Ritle, a0 marked as to indic ate liow his son! fed upon
the pure nulk of the word  Naturally medaative and
calmg not canng for naisy and showy atteactions, he
occupied lus spase hours w reading and stoniygg tus
nmund with aseful kaowledge.  He made it his business
tu study and to seck to waderstand the ductrine and thie
government of s Charch, and knew well why he be-
came a member of the Presbyterian Church rather
than any other.  His membership in the Church was
not mechanical, not a matter of course, or a mere
matter of exanunation as to s knowledge—it was
the result of deep soul-filt expenence through grace.
T know that this 1s a most sacred thing to touch ; but
for the cdification of the Church of Gad, for the en-
couragemcnt and guidance of parents and vf the younyg,
facts i tlus conneetion should be frankly stated. My
belief 1s that i lus case, asn the case of sery many,
God's Sping was preseat from carh cluldhood giving
effcctia the tessons of hotre and of the Sabbath schoul,
and he was for ye irs wall¥ng 1 the w ay of truth with-
out spinitual life nsing to such a piteh as to enable
him to declare himself openly and publicly on the
Lois side. At length the Lord put it into the heart
of the teacher of the Buble elass which he attended to
deal personally with cach member of the dlass,  He
vonversed with lum onee about lus soul, and asked
him to his house for 1 second conversation on the 29th
"ch, 1876, and as the teacher apened o honthistent
he saw that he was saved, and on returning home and
bem z ashed what detuned im, he frankly answered,
“1 have found my Saviour ” glwd news to all in that
house  Having found his Saviour, having srusted him
with hus heart, b~ speedily confessed him before men,
and berame a member of this chureh, Jor which, dur.
ing his hricf career. he cherished a deep reverence and
affection, His Limited expenence in the world 1 need
nat touch upon.  Suffice it to say that those who knew
ham in this connection have testificd to tus fathful-
ness and antegnity in buwness. A year ago he was
strong in health and full of hope and promise—promtse
o lus famuly and to the Church. Suddenly he con-
tracted disease wlhich made rapid progress; although
the dy before he passed away there were no alanming
svmptoms, but the contrary.  The last mght he retired
peacefully to rest, and in a short time is hour had
come, and ke was only able to nise in lus bed for a
moment and to say, * Come, Lord Jesus, come quick-
ly,” and he passed away to lus Father’s house.

Frowm this bricf chapter in the history of this church
let me point a few lessons.

First of al), @ lesson of gratitude and praise to God

JSor what his grace has acomplished —1t is only to

magnmify his sovercign grace, to show lus covenant
kindness and faithfulness, that we ventured to speak
as we have done.  Not unto us, not unto us, but to him
be all the praise and glory.

A lesson to parents,—Seck by the grace of God to
make your homes so pure, so attractive, so divinely
lovely, that your children will not require to go beyond
them for social happiness and enjoyment.  Let the
highest and most enrapturing socicty they can seck
be found amonyg brothers and sisters, and parents and
children. Seek to make your lessons from God’s word
so plain; so carnest, so real, so effective, that your
children may have strength of purpose and discern-
ment enough to resist the sinful allurements offered
them by the workd.  Attach them strongly to the
Church of God. Your children are sure to get most
good, and are most Likely to be saved in the Church
mn which you have been saved, and nurtured to your
present condition,

oA lesson to children.—Sce that you are honoring
your parents by following them n the Lord, by cleav-
ing to what they teach you in his fear.  Sce that you
are so beauufying and adorning your homes by lovely
lives that when you pass away your memorics may
Live and be cherished as sacred treasure, and others
may speak wath trutafulness of you in terms of com-
mendation and esteem, as we have donc of your de-
parted companion.

A lesson to Sabbath School Teachers.—Rejoice in

your hugh vocation, and try to get necar cdch soul in’

your ¢lass, and to send them home to their parents
saying each onc for himse!f and for herself, 1 have
found my Saviour.” O, the incxpressible joy of such
an issue to yous prayers and your ¢fforts!

- dosing word te all. | Life is short. Life 1s un-
certain,  Life with you and me is ncat its close.

With this young man's brief rccont before you what
clse can D say?  This s the text through which he
found lus Saviour. Do you not seem to hear hisvone
aa +f from the eternal world saying to you, *it 15 true,
1as true, trust your soul upon " “If thouw shalt
Gonfoss waththy mowth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be-
lieve ne thine heast that God hath rused Him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Amen.

NOTHING TO GIVE.

“ S0 wid a member of the —— church to one of the
appointed collecton for forein missons, and yet he professed
to b o isciple of Jesus Chnist =t e guverned by the selfs
deaving principles of 1ia gospel.

CNothing to gre’ And yet he talked of the preciousness
of the gaspel to his own soul, and of the hopes he entertan.
ol of Ius aalvauon thzough ats blood-purchased provimons,”

In looking over one of the back numbers of ** I'he
P'resbytenian Record,” my cye happened to fall on the
above paragraph, wlhich scemed to me to be exceed-
ingly 11l umed.  What the object of nserung such a
paagraph can have been, 1s exceedingly hard to divine,
prticalarly asstis placed an the above form without any
cyplanation.  The mly conclusion which 1 can come
to s, that those who have nothing to give to foreign
nussions, have no right to profess to be disciples of
Jesus Christ, or to talk of the preciousness of the
gospel to their souls,or to entertain hopes of salvation
through the bluod purchased provisions of that gospel,
As a Presbytenan [ do not think at proper that such a
sentiment should be allowed to appear 1n the columns
of whats called a publication “by the authonty of
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Canady,” without being objected to. [t 1s a long time
since the poor were recogmzed as amongst the dear-
est of our Lord's friends. 1 have no doubt that at this
present day there are many Christians, and no doubrt
sume of them Preshytenans, who arc so poor
that they are unable to give to missions, and possibly
whose only comfurt i life 1s the hope of a glorous
mmortality.  If 1t is a fact that the Preshyterian
Church inCanada only gin estheprivileges mentioned in
the paragraph to the nich, 1t 1s time it were known: and
if it 1s not, then it 1s tune that its organ were mstruct-
cd so as to be a true exponent of 1nts views,

Because | do not like this way of teaching peopie
to contribute to mtssions, I take thus hberty of calling
attention to it.

I have heard that Roman Catholics coerce their
oeople into contnbuting for church purposes, but 1
never heard 1t whispered that they blazoned abroad in
the public print that those who “had nothing 1o give,”
and frankly admitted the fact, were hable to public
cénsure.

1 hope that this communication may bring about
a means of accomplishing good in somé other way
than the onc alluded to. A PRESBYTERIAN,

BEGINNING OF THE PAPAL POWER,

One thing that greatly helped the development of
the papacy was the unfrequent resiaence of the em-
perors at Rome after the conversion of the empire and
the building of Constantinople. At one tme it 15 said
that during a hundred years the capitol had only once
beea honored with his presence.  The result of this
was a freedom and independence on the part of the
Roman bishop, the one patriarch of the West, which
he was always ready to assert and make the most of,
It was perhaps helpful to the Bishop of Rome, too, in
this matter, that the great old Roman families retain-
cd long the rehigion of their fathers; and being, as it
were, out of caste, in an empire now Christam, they
could act but letle as a check on his amtutions, so
that ke had the field very much to himself. Very
different was the state of matters at Constantinople.
It was seldom wichout an imperial presence. The
cathedml there was overshadowed by the palace.  And
« we have the extreme of haughty independence on
the banks of the Tiber, we have the opposite extreme
of miserable subserviency on the shores of the Bos.
phorus.  The example of Constantine was improved
on by lus successors, till 1t became a gross and demor-
alizing tyranny, in which the patriarch, notwithstand-
ing his lofty claiins and titles, became little better than
the tool of the court and the Church, througk Inm a
sort of corgus vile for court caprice to uperate on.—

‘v, Fames Walker. .

DIFFICULTY excites the nund to the dignity which
sustains and finally conquers misfortune and the ordeal
rofines while it chastens.



