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THE STAMPS 0F GUINEA.

YNTIL the 24th May, 1879, the Portugese Colonies of Guinea and the
Cape Verde were under the saine postal administration, both Colonies
using the saine stamps, those of Cape Verde. After the date mentioned.

they were formeci into separate provinces with separate administrations, and
withi this commxiences the history of the postage stamps of Guinea. To
furnish stamps for the use of the new province, the stairips of Cape Verde
were taken and sent to the Govêrninent printers at Bolaîna the capital of
Oniinea, and there .surcharied GUINÉ. The surchargre ii in sinali letters
being only 2 inm. hig(han 9 min. long. The surchargewias donc byrmeans
Of a hand stamp. The exact date cannot now be agreed upon, but the
stanips thus surcharged were prohbbly sent to Cochen in the beginning of
1881, about the saine period at wvhich the stamps with the large surcharge
arrived front the unetropolis (Lisbon.)

The series consist of the flrst issue of Cape Verde printed on thin paper
perforated 121, the most of those stamps are flot guînnied. The following
are the colors and values:-

5 reis. black, Black Surcharge.
10 di yellow, t
20 " bistre, c

"5 rose, c

40 "bine, 1

50 "green,, c
100 "lilae,

200 "orange,

00 o I brown,
Error, I
Mocanibique insteadl en Cape Vercle in circle.
40 reis, blue, black surcharge.

The sheet in whîchi this error is found is compr>sed of seven horizontal
strips o? stamps by ' ,-ur deep. The error is the seventh stamp on the second.
strip.

AIl the values are found without accent, and the 100 lilae will be found
,with a triple surcharge. 100 reis, Miae, triple surcharge.

On the lst ApriI, 1881, the stamps for Guinea, surcharged at Lisbon,
arrived ir. the Colony. The surcharge is printed in black and measures 3
minn. in height by il11 min. in length. The followirng are the quantities of
the staimps sent :- c

2000 staînps of 2.5 reis, dark rose, black surchargre4
2000 " 50 'l dark green, d
1:300 " 100 "l lilae, i

In all the preceding the stamps are printed in sheets of twenty-eight,
the let and 2nd stamps on t.he 3rd line, and the 4th stanmp on the 4th li.ne
bave the surcharge with the accent grave instead of acute, and ail the
stamPs havinig the last accent


