
THE ONTARJO FARMER.

"If snowe d3on continue, shc'.epe hardly that fare
Crave nistle aud Iî'ic fur tIem *or 10 ~ppaîC.'

"Anti aecn now, flithi in the> vil-tues of the plan'
(whiehi is, in fact, a guntle tô'nie) ina.v here ane
there lie found. ' What is the inistletoc good for?
asked Dr. Bull of a Hercfordshire rustic. 1 Thatd<
depend on what trc it cornes froin,' -%vas the rcply
9 It bie a very fine thing foir fils. My father liad th<
'leptie fits for many years, buit nothing nevcr dic
him no good like »îistletoe from the hiai, mnixec
with ivood-laurel, and hoe took northing else. The~
do tell me that mistieto from the niaiden ashi bc
fine thing for convulsives. 1 know when you ge
it from the mawpell it's good for animais. IV'
capital '.or shecp ats don't go on %vcil at lambing
tinel and for cows too. That as cornes from tIE
appie troc and poplins is tIc b.-st to liang up in th
house on ŽNew-Year's Day for good luck throughi th
year; Lut a many people use an-y thiat cornes flrst
A plece of raistletoe fromn the haw-f ont tjoe Jiw, si:
-chopped in pieces and given to a cow atter calving
wiIl d'o hier more good nor any drenciî you can giv
lier.' But in hall and cottage alikze the mistietot
reigns supreme at this season,-and in London anc
othergreat townsthe artisan gpends a sinali portio:
of his Christmas wages in tIe purchase of a fený
sprigs wvherewith to decorate bi-, house, and brips
good luck to its inmates. From II1creford-ýhirc aiic
Worcestershire, between two liundreci and tIret
hundred tons of rnistietoc are annuaily cxported, anè
during Christmas wveek nearly, cv ry train from th(
West Midland district, bears with it a truck load o:
branches, frauglt with we know flot wvhat romance
and briglit with berrnes 'vhercin is contained th(
destiny of thc coming ycar."

We almnost regret that no Druid or poût bas ira
mortalized our American Mistlctoc. It possesses the
samne char&acteristics as the European species, grow-
ing upon similiar trucs, and its pearly -white berrieî
are eaten by birds in autuma. If soma Americar
poet had been the first to sing, ilThe mistletoe hung
upon the castle-waîl,"l our girls and boys mighl
also have enjoyed the penalty of walkiug under the
mistletoe-bough. Perliaps it is best that we should
be more practical in our natures than other
people, but whenever wu happen to pass those huge
branches of mistletoe, so abundant alun- the banks
of the lower Ohio qind 'Mississippi nivers, we in-
*stinctively feel a reverence for this near relative ol
a plant long held in sacred remembrance by the
holy men of the East.-Hearth and Ihome.

GARDEN GLEANXINGS.

A correspondent of the Ne w York Farmers' Club
having asked how to dlean cucumber and tomato
seed, wva8 told to spread on a piece of paper in the
sua to dry. They will be dlean enougli for home
use; for commercial purposes, it is aecessary to
wash out the pulp and dry them.

S kim milk applied ivith a syringe to infected
vines, is recommended to destroy currant ivorms.
Worms, they say, breathe through their skins ; stop
the breathing hoIcs and they die. Milk does that;
perhaps molasses aad water, 8a> equal parts, would
accomplish the saine result - so would, th<,n, glue or
gum water.

A varicty of cabbage, newv to us, calied the Early
WVymari Calibage, is figured antI dcscnibed Ia somo

t of our Amiiericati o.eclaonges, wvhich is tIe popular
Seariy varicty in the Bo'ston nxarkcet, and is said to bie

of large Size, solid for an early variety, ery crisp
Sandi tender, and brhîgs a hiiglier price ia market than
any other species. If ail these thiugs are truu of it,

ethe sooner we have it in our gardens aud nmarkets
I thc better.

One of M1ark Tivain's faruner's boughit soine Bart-
lett pear trees, and the iuext seatson lic took some of

t the fruit to thc troc dealer. "\Vhalt kind of pears
s do you caîl these VI lWTell, I don't know ; Button

-pears, perhaps"1 t'But thuy greiv on one of -thc
trees you sold me for a ]3artlett I' "Are you sudh a

0fool," wvas the dualer's conivincing rejoinder, las to
suppose. that a truc is going to bear Bartiet pears
the flrst yezar?"ý
r KEEPING SQUABIIES. - A correspondent of tIc
Amei:ian .Ag icudtuizt wnites tInt hoe, by accident,
discovered thnt squashes picked and stored in Sep-

atember will keep inuch better than tbose liarvested
later. Ile kieîs Eluibbards and Turbans until June,
by gathcring early and placing tlîem on the Ai elves
of his store, leavig thern there until spring. lMe
sums up lis account by saying "iGather the
squashes for Inte kecping betwcen Septenuber lst
and lotI, tnking only tiiose that grow near tIc root,
put them on the shoelves mlhere thev are to be kept

fand kzecp them dry anti cool. Let the remainder of
the crop bce the first to be used or marketed.Y

Thc Joirn.Àl of Cý'ýemî. t y gives the fullowing in-
structions for tIe parior treatmnent of hyacinthe
bulbs :-In choosing bullis, look for wveiglt as wel
as size, and bie sure that tIe base of tIe bulb isb
sound. Use singlu kiads oniy ; they are carlier
and lardier. Set thc bulb in the glazs, so that the
lower ead ;s almost, but not quite, la contact with,
thc water. Use rain or pond water. Do flot
change tIe water, but keepa smaîl lump ofecharcoal
at tIc bottom of the glass. F111 the glass up from
time to time. When the bulli is placcd, put the
glass in a cool, dark cupboard, or other place where
tIe light is excluded Wlicn tIc roots are fully de-

Ivelopcd. and the tower-spike is pusbiag into life
(whidh wvill bc la about six wveeks,) reniove by, de-.
gres to full ligît and air. The more light given
from the time tho flowers show color, the shorter
will lie the beaves and spiLie, and tIe brigliter the

*colorn

SEED WUEAT.-AU anecdrote is told of a farmer
Emperor of China, to the efi'ect that,1 walking by
the side of a wheat-field, lie saiv a stock of whenat
mucli larger and riper than tIe rest of the field,
and that lie plucked it and saved the seeci to lie
sowed, and frorn it dcnived a variety of ivheat muel,
earlier and more prolifie than thc wheat la common
use, and tIns conferrud a great benefit upon bis
people. Whcn wheat is sown in drills, ive can pass
tîrough tIe field and eut into a basket the heads
that are the plumpest and first ripe, and beat ont
the grains for sced. In a day's time a careful man
inight tIns collect several pecles of secet ivhuat, that
wonld lie as mudli botter tluan thc average of tho
field as the cars of corn that we select for sced are
better than the average corna of tIc corn crop. When I
wu corne to 50w with the drill only about a peck to
thc acr,:, this would not b,. so grcat a job as it ivoud
now secma wlien we sow two bushels to -the ýacre.j
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