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NATURAL BRIDGES.

The mountain chains of America are distinguished from those
of Europe by perpendicular rents or crevices, which form very
narrow vales of immense depth. Those which occur in the
Andes are covered below with vegetation, while their naked
and barren heads soar upwards to the skies. The crevices of
Chota and Cutaco are nearly a mile deep. Thess tremendous
gullies oppose fearful obstacles to travellers, and the task of
crossing them is one of great toil and danger.  Travellers
usually perform their journeys sitting in chairs fastened to the
backs of men called cargueros or carriers. These porters are
mulattoes, and sometimes whites, of great bodily strength, and
they climb along the face of precipices bearing very heavy
loads.

But sometimes these crevices are crossed by natural bridges
which seem to be peculiar to the new world. Those of Iconozo,



