
INTO TRE JIEART 0F THE EARTII.

T HE inost enjoyable raibk' is uot always thiat aongir the beatewnl)atlI. Often tixere is more pleasure in k*avîng, the main
tliorouglifare and< exploring for one's self the mysteries of some
obscure by-way. And yet un our travels; we grenerally kceep to the
main thiourgfare.

"Where ail areyou going toi" a friend had wsked me befoew
sailed.

"O wcll," I hiad mlaxe ansurer in mv verdancy, IlI dun't cr
ilnucli wherc we go, sQ loilg a-s we gret to Bruges."'

"9Bitycs ? W-'Iy Bruges ?-.eeare many places worth seeing
before Bruges."

So(Ob.But it -%as iny littie crochet to sec Bruges, because
I ad always fancied Longf11cr ' liîS o h cf

"For 1 thoiight, how like tiose eltines
Are the pocts :îirv rhyvnies,
Ail lus rhyuines and rouuidelays
I-is concrcits, and sonngs :uuxd ditties,
Froun the beIfrv- or bis brinu,
Scattcrcd downwiard, thougl ini vain,
On the roufs and stones t.fcitjes!"

WVeil it turneil out that wc did notge wo Bruges after ail, and1 that
the main tiioouglifatre had more zit«& .- ctioiis for metha I had
anticipated: but if any elle had imstructed me to be very particular
about visiting a place~ ealled Mikrand I had had any concep-
tion of what it wvould be like, I think I shouid not have hesitatcd
in askimg, <JL iki? Why Mluirkirk ?-thcre are mnany places
wvorth seing before Mikr.

A sniall mining village, with one street of low thaztchced cottagresç,
inoss-covered. In the middle of the rowd somne of the Ininers' chil-
<irexi at play, hardly lookimg als picturusque in thecir muerrinent
as raged urchins flot unseidomn (lu. In the background-a fitting'
une to the gemerai distigurenent of the village and its- inhabitants
-vast inounds of slag, and that hidcous structure, the iron wvorks,
wiith its complicated cols and tubes cxposcd to view in ail their
grimny sootiness. That is Muirkirk. Sot inuch to sec-is it?

.And yct, I admit, there is a kimmd of fascination in watching the


