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BROWNING AS A RELIGIQUS TEACHER.
By J~v AMIES BARCLAY, 1).D1., St. P>a1X1* Chid-i, Montleal.

It is îîot B)rowning as a poct, but Browning iii one particular
aspect, and tbiat only ini the wvay of a suggestive notc, thiat this

paper propo)ses to IisciUss. Browning miust 1>e ju(lge(l of as a
poet, îlot as a phlilosophler, or as a teachier of art or science
or religion, althoughl iii bis wvorks lie (leals witli ail. Bacon
wvas calle1 the -greatest, wisest, meancst of miankind[ and if
%ve ivere to take the verdict of critics, wve inigli t pronounice

BIrowning the strongest and wveakest, the niost educative, and
the miost unintelligible of modern peets. A strauge estimiate

of wl'hat lie is and whiat lie lias donc iiniglit be given by conîpil-
ing thie v'aried opinions of bis critics. Sense is sacrified to

soun(l," savs one, " pages of absolute nonsense," says another,
.obscurity is bis prevailing weaku-iess,e say niaiiy, arising,

one says, froin bis conciseness, another says fromn his garmulity.

And wbat bias biappened to bis mode of expression bias also

hiappened to wvliat lie expresses. One entitles bimi tbe cliam-

pion of the purest love, another represents himi as the advocate

of the rnost uîîrestrained licentiouisiess. XVere one only to

read about Browvning instead of reading Browvningr imiself,

one nîigbt avoid bis writings, on the one liand, as deleterious

poison, and on the othier, as unedifying rubbisli, and one w~ould

lose tliereby one of intellects greatest treats and one of reli-

gion's strongest bulwvarks. It is in bis attitude towards reli-
gion tliat I ani specially to speak of himi iii this short paper,

and ail I caiî undertake is to allude, in a preface, as it w'ere, to,

possibly folIowving. papers, to the underlying current, or, as the

Gernian w'ould put it, the miain " motif "of bis writings.

Browvning is essentially an optiniist iii religious faithi and

teachingy-yet bis optinismi is of sncbi a kind tbiat even a fairly

orthiodox Christian of the old scbiool lias littie reason. for coni-

plaint. Varions views biave beexi taken witli regard to Brown-


