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PLEASANT HOURS.

THE WURLD I3 Ghuwlhu BETTER.

11K worid aa ot wang better !
@ 1. "fk'(-f:!rrouur
‘I e hiand o ot e ly Ighong

With a trsendey hand we greet ,
W e will not druk thoe bitter

Whets 86 sittio makes it sweet.

The wo 11 1s growing ruher,
Tu wealih booughit fiem the rarth—

But, bett 1 gag, with t easures luund
Ly aoues of starung werth,

For gotle foeds a0 o an-tmooro
Thyn s ple - lovn of tarth

The world 18 growing better &
Wil fener masty reeds,

Wil e o Lo =11 ng®
To answer himan veeds,

With pr cious harvests garnered
An thie growih o} precivus seeds.
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Pleasant Honrs:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLKS:

TORONTO, JUNE 16, 1883.

SUNDAY SCHOOL GRANTS.
the day before the date of this

1)
writing the executive com-
oA, mittee of the Sunday-school
Aid and Extension Fund of
the Methodist Charch of Canads held
it8 regular meeting 1n this city. Twenty-
tive applicauuns for aid were carefully
examined. Two of these were reserved
fut further inquiry, and aid was granted
to twenty-three applicants as follows:
140 books, 19 Banners, 200 each of
PreasaxT Hovrsand Home and School,
237 cupies of Sunbeam, 110 DBerean
Leuves, the whole amounting to $124,
In maoy cases the applicants pay
about half tho amount of tho grants
mude; in others less, and in a few
nothing. Al applicants, however, are
urged to pay something. The amount
reported as sent the secretary in part
payment ou grants sinco the previous
meotiog was $69 95.

The Confervnces to which thoe grants
were made were as fullows . Turonw 9,
London 4, Montreal 1, Nova Scotia 1,
New Brunswick 2, Newfoundland 5.
The greater rLumber given to the
Toronw Cunference resulis from the
fact that many missions in the North
West, Muskoka and Algoma districts
tveeive aid from the fund.  Abuut ten of
the schools, or noarly half of those
aided, were new schools just started.
The Sundaj-school Board 18 cspecially
anxivus b hulp this class of applicants,
and rquests the ministers to establish
such schools at every preaching plsce

whero now theie are none. Such new
und needy schools wiil be helped as
liberally a8 the Sunday-schuol Atd and
Extension Fund wul porimt. For
money to carry on this work tae fuud
18 dependont upen the collections re-
quired vy the Discipitne to be taken
up in every schow i tho entire Con-
nexion, and upon the amounts cen-
trbuted by schuols asking md.  Tue
latter amouuts have dunag the past
year vory greatly increased, It 1scon-
tidently anttcipated that the collections
in the sclhouls will exhint a coires
ponding increase.  Since last October
the number ot grants mado has been
145.

At the meeting of the Sunday-school
Board a resolution wus also passed
iviung publishers to send specimens ot
their Sunday-school bouks free, for ex-
utmnation 18 w theie suitabihity to be
praced upen our Winnowed List which
now numbors uver sixteen bhundred
volumes of carefully seiected and ap-
proved library books,

HOW THE GRANTS ARE APPRECIATED.

The following extracts from letters
will show the manner in whichtheg .nts
are recoived and tho amouut of good
which ie remote and needy neighbour-
hoods they do. We do not give names
as we have not the permission of the
writers, The fullowing 18 from a school
in Nova Scotia :—* Dear Sir, I beg to
enclusu you 83, this being the amount
n:entioned when you made the grants
of thv books and papers to our school,
I am pleased to inform you that as a
1esult of your hberul grant, the at-
tendance ot Sunday-school scholars has
materially increated, and the excellent
papers you send us are auxiously
looked for and very much appreciated.”

The fullowing is frum a missonaty
near Lake Nipissing to whose school a
grant was sent:—* The people desire
we to return you their brst thanks for
the kindness thus afforded them.
Gladly would they take the papers and
pay for them during the coming year,
were they able. Any help that could
be affurded them iu the matter, would
be highly prized by them and myselt.”

The following is from an Indian
Mission .— The papers kindly sent us
are quite an attraction both to schulars
and their parents. In fact & pagan
Indisa with whom I conversed one uay
told me that he read our Sabbath-
school papers, his children being mem-
bers of the school. We would like to
bave a libaray, an old one would
answer every purpose. We could
distribute the books every alternate
Sabbath. In a short time I will, it
spared, tako upa collection for general
Sabbath-school purposes,”

Another brother writes:—¢1I have
a preaching station in connecuon with
this circuit, ten miles from the village.
Thereis only a mere handful,soto speak,
of Methodist people, but I have estab.
lished a school, and already we have
gatbered forty children. It is just
usoless to esk them tw give avything
towards the school. If you can send
us any books or papers they will be
highly appreciated.”

A zealous brother in Newfoundland,
writes thus. —*“ A number of PLLasENT
Hotgs and Sunbeams have been seny,
and tho teacheis and officurs have made
up their minds to let every scholar
have one, and if there are more than
one Or two in une huuse weo can dis
tribate these papers. To this end we
intead that every scholar shall pay, but
as our people are poor we must wait

unt1l tho summer, and than a collection
ot fish will by made. I will be good
for 34 or more. 1 know it doos nct
cover the ontire cost, but I expect tha.
when they get the papers thoy will pay
up. I hopo to get our school this year
w move 1n the live of progress ”

From a new sst.Jement 1n Manitoba
nearly 3,000 miles west of the one last
mentionva—this gives one some idea
of the extent of our Church operatiors -
we have received the fullowing . —* By
to-day’s mail I received the buuks you
havo so kindly sent for the Lelp of our
Sunday-school here, Allow me to thank
yuu on behalf of the peuple brlunging
10 our Church in this village, and my-
rolf, for the kinduers you bave shown
us by helping in the starting ot the
Mettcdist Sunday school in this place.”

From Newfoundland again cumes
this.—*I am grateful for the very
libetal grant of Sunday school papers
you aro sending to my mission, Also
fur tho back numbers, whichare very
useful. I will mail to you the S5
promised as soon a3 I can get a
Dominion note of that value. The
Berean Lesson is now introduced in our
schools. 1 am sure our Sunday-school
work wlll feel the benefit of the grant
of papers etc., given.”

This is from the smsllest of the
provinces, Prince Edward Island. I
forward the enclosed to you on bLehalf
of the Sunday-sch. ol Superintendent.
1 may say that this school deserves
encouragement, for though very, very
poor they are very zealous, and anxious
to keep up a Methodist school. Your
kindly consideration of their appeal for
help will greatly oblige.”

A grant is madoe to the settlement of
Oka Indians at Bala, on the Indian
reserve back of Gravenhurst, where we
are told that all, old and young, are
anxious to learn to read in English
out of the Testament.

A missionary writes from Manitoulin
Tslund:—* All are highly pleased with
your generous donation. Godis greatly
blessing us.”

8uch is “e sort of work being done
by the Stnuay-school Aidand Extension
Fund. Wae invite hearty co operation
both in asking for grants aad in con-
tributing to the fund. When appli-
cation for aid i3 made, plexso state
number of scholars ih prunary and ad-
vanced classes, number of teachers,
wants of the schoul, and how much it
can give towards the grant. Address
Rev. W. H. Withrow, Toronto.

OUR OWN.

HE following remarks of the
Sunday-school Journal apply
wita equal forcs to ““our own”

papers.—Eb.

The editors and publishers of the
Berean System of Lessons spare neither
pains nor money in providing assistance
1 the preparation of lessons. They
pay good and wise men and women for
the time expended in the study of the
several subjecta, They bay good paper,
use goud type, good ink, fine engravings,
and seck to make the apparaius of the
Sunday school compare educationslly
and typographically with the apparatus
of our best secular schools.

The Church in the highest ody—
the General Cunference—elect. men to
edit and to publish theso helps. It is
to their inwerest to do the work
thoroughly, not chesply. It is to heir
interest to provide at a3 Jow figures as
possible the aids required by the

average Stnday-school, but they dare | Canads.

not so cheapen their pub'ications as to
run the risk of bankruptoy, or oven
temp ry suspension. The Church has
no private funds to waste in ridiculous
and cuntemptible rivalry with private
outrprises or’ competing religious
bouses, In & dignilied, honourable,
and substantial way it supplies careful
ingtruction, in harmony with the
staudards of the Church, at reasonable
financial figures, and expects overy
loyal Methodist minister, and every
true Sunday-school superintendent and
teacher, to uso the publications thus
supplied.

Criticisms uponmethods are cordially
golicited and welrome. Tho adwinis.
trution does not claim infallibility. It
invites suggestions. Practical teachers
in out-of the way plac: 8 ar as likely in
their work to make discoveries as to
principles and methods of teaching and
mnanagoment as is the editor in the
quiet of hie office,

The editor is therefore only too glad
to be enlightened by those whose ox-
perience qualifies them for that service;
and while we must not be in too great
haste to modify our plans, we shall
huld oursclves ready to receive hints
from every quarter at all times.

Let us stund by our own helps, since
our own are, in the long run, much the
cheapest, and, in the judgment of
many wise men and women in all de-
nominaticns, much the best that are
furnished the Sunday-school teachers
of te-day.

A PLEASANT LETTER.

E would like to receive many
letters like the following,
which has just come to hand -

— Dear Sir : One eveming 1 read for
my little boy, Willie, from the
Preasant Hours, the story, by Mr.
Crosby, of the Indian Boy, Peter who
died through cold and expusure during
a duck hunting expedition. He listened
very uttentivelyand when I had finished
said, ¢Pa, when you send your money
to the misgionaries sand my silver
dullar,’ in which shape he bad bis ce-
cumulated savings. I enclose the
amount (one dollar) which you will
please forward to Mr. Crosby (with
this letter) to be used by him in his
work as ho sees fit. T hope it will en
courage him in his labour of love to
know of the iuterest the children are
taking in his work, and lead him to
write more of his experiences in the
PLEasanT Hours.”

God bless the dear boy! May he grow
up more and wore in sympathy with
this grandest of causes. He will find
in self-denial for the cause of God a
richer, sweeter, enjoyment than any ho
can receive from the gratification of
self,

Tne Baptist Teacher says —*“The
Bible Class Teaclker, published by Mr.
D. C. Cook, carries at the head of 2 re-
cen’ issue, this remarkable announce-
ment: ‘The Bidle Class is a place where
the teacking should bs kept clear of
theology, and timited simply to the facts
0 the DBible’ Let Baptist readers
ponder that statement c.refully, and
consider what the practical outcome
would be from the adoption of a help
that is prepared on such a plan.”
Oihers beside Baptists may ponder
whether this b:oad-gauge teaching,
which will suit any Church, is to be
desired for our Methodist achools in

.




