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THE CANON ON ELECTION OF A COADJUTOR
BISHOP.

The question most freely discussed duriug the meeting of the Synod
just past, was the proposal to add certain clauses to the existing Canon on
the election of a Bishop,

The discussion that then took place and the newspaper correspondence
since indulged in, have made it apparent that the points at issue were and
still are imperfectly understood by many, and we purpose therefore to re-
view the subject in thie article, and to put on record some of the argu-
ments that may be supposed to have influenced the decision arrived at
by the Synod.

THE PRESENT CANON.

The present Canon on the election of a Bishop, runs thus :

¢ I. When the See is vacant, or when formal notice «f resignation
shall have been given tu the Synod, the Bishap, or in his absence the
Dean, or in his absence the Senior Archdeacon, or in his absence the
Archdeacon next in seniority, or in his absence the senior Priest of the
Diacese, shall, within one fortnight «f the date of such vacancy lLeing
bruught to his knowledge, or after formal notice shall have been given as
afuresaid, summon a special meeting of the Synod to meet at the Cathed-
ral City of the Dincese, in not less than three or more than six months
from the date of such summons, for the purpose of electing a successor
o the See, and during the vacaucy of the See ne other business shall be
transacted by the Synod.

11. No clection shall take place ualess half of all the Clergy and Lay
Representatives be present.

The vote of a majerity not being less than two-thirds of cach order
present, shall be necessary for such election, the Chairman vating with
the Clergy. If the required number of Clergy and Lay Representatives
should not assemble at such special meeting, the members present shall
adjourn to auy day within one week, and s0 on from time to time until
the required number of Ciergy and Lay Represeutatives shall assemible,
when the election shall be proceeded with.

The Chairman, for the purpose of this Rule shall be the Dean, Arch-
deacon or Senior Priest of the Diocese, or in his absence one of the
Clergy to be elected by the meeting,

J11. On the day and at the place appcinted, the Holy Communion
having been first celebrated, the Chairman shall declare the wmeeting
constituted, and it shall be in the power of the Synad to eloct any Clergy-
wan in Priest's Orders, and of Canonical age, of. this or any other
Diccese of the Church of England, or of any Colonial brauch of the said
Church, being duly licensed in the same, to fill the vacant See, or to dele-
gate to any person or bady the power of choosing a Bishop for the vacant
See, such choice 10 be accepted by the Synod as final. Al such proceed-
ings to be with closed dours uutil the final declamtion of result.



