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¢ LeT Us CONSIDER ONL ANOTHER TO PROVOKE UNTO LOVE AND TO GOub wonrks.)’—IEBREws Xx. Q1.

Vou. 1.—No. 24.

DIVINITY.

(ror TUE WESLEYAN,]
OUTLINES OF A SERMON ON
THE LOVE OF MONEY.
< For the love of money is the root of all cril,?

1. Ty vie 10,

Usrnosisixe of evangelical instruction or spiti-
tual improvement as a discourse from this passage
may appear to be, we ouzht not to turn from it,
or omit ity as onc in which we have no concern.
Brethren, the subject Lefoie us is one of great
practical impoitance,—it is the sin—the evil—
the mischief of covetousness; and on inspired au-
thority, covetousness is declared to be idolatry.
{f, however, we are all entirely free from it, and
in no danger of falling into it—then, indecd, we
may for the present dismiss it.  But if St. Paul
found it necessary to address these words to Ti-
mothy for Lis instrnction and warning, and that of
the Ministers and churches com.itted to his care,
—above all, if it pleased the Holy Spirit to in-
spute these words; then there must have been a
necessity for them 3 and § ask, has that necessity
existed more strongly and obviously in any 2ge of
the church or the wotld than it does in the pre-
sent; ot in any nation mote thau the Butish Em-
pire, with all our bousted liberality 2 Has not
the love of moncf' in all places, and amony ail
persons, where the use and value of it has been
huown, been the leading—predominant—achnow~
ledged lust and sin of mankind ; charactetizing
not the rich mnan only, but the poor man also—the
old as well as the young—men of all conditions
and stations 2 And is it not a fact, that most of
those sclt-inflicted misenes which prevail among
men, are the offspring of this lust 2 « They that
w0l be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition.  For the love
of moaey is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have ericd from the fath, and
pierced themsclves through with many sorrows.”

Suffer, then, my brethren, a word of exhorta-
tion and caution on this subject.

1. Sce then before 3ou in this admonitory pas-
sage of the Apostle, a striking figure—the figure
of a Juxutiam tice, or plant. The frec itself is
money, or wealth—the fHiuit is cvif of various
Kinds—the root, covetousness, and the soil in
which it grows is the depravity of the human
hearte. We have heard of the fabled Upas, or
poison-tree of Java, around which are said to be
strewed the bones of pilgrims, criminals, and
others, death-stricken by its nonwous effluvia. But
the tree of which the Apostle speaks is no fable,
hut grows, fuxuriates, and spreads itsdeadly shade
in every continent, island, and part of the warld.
Qr to speak without a figure, as hefore ohserved :
the love of money, or wealth, where ats use and
value ate kuown, is comimon 1o mau in every age
and place.

2. Hut observe—it is not said that morey, or
the use of it, +¢isthe root ofall evil,” though the
passaze issometimes thus misquoted ; bul thelove
of ity and tho abuse of it. ‘The intercenrse and
commerce of mankind could not be carned on
withont ite Men’s wants could not he supplicd—
their benevolent intentions carried into cficct—
he interests of relizion promoted, withont money.
it is men in a savage state only to whom the uce
und value efmency is unknown. < Money saith
Solomon) is a defence, money answereth all
tangs??  Itis not, then, money, duly cstimated,

and properly used, that originates so many cvils,
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but 1tis the love of it—the greedy desire for it,
and then the abuse of it.  In a word, it is cove-
lousacss—avarice, which is the root of which the
Apostle speaks.

3. Uhserve alsa, that though the Apostle says
that « the love of money is the root of all evil 12
the expression here, as in some other places, must
be understood with some testiiction,  Thete are,
doubtless, other roots of evil an this evil world,
and in our evil heatts: as pride, ambition, love
of pleasure.  Iils meaning is, that it is the parent
of cll kands of evils 5 of very many cvils; of more,
lll.‘llldps, than any single vice bestdes. The pro-
ific source of moral evils, and physical evils—
cvils tcm’poral-—c\'ils ctetnal.  Of this we have
daily and mournful proof and expenence. We
can more casily trace the evils around us to this
vice and lust, than to any other.  Some love mo-
ney for its own sake, but most because it minis-
ters to their pleasures, enabling them to gratiy
¢t the lust of J‘.c flesh—the Just of the cye,and the
pride of life> Alas! the love of money, and the
love of the woild, seemns to be natural’to every
unreneived heart.

1n our further consideration of this subject,~—

1.—LET Us NOTICE SOME, OF THE MANY LVILS
WHICH SPRING ¥ROM THIS ROOT. But where shall
we bezin the enumerativn ? Hear again the Apos-
te s ¢ They that 1ill berich 1)l into temmptation
and asnare, and into many foolish ond }mrtful
lusts, which drown men ia destraction and perar-
tien. For the love of money is the 100t of all
evil: which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the fuith, and pierced themselves
through with many soirows.”

1. When this inordinate desire and love is not
gratified, it leads to murmurings and dJissatisfac-
tiony and tends 1o excite and tuflame the worst
passions.  Men,chagrined by disappointment, ba-
come peevish, angry,and envious. Itspoils ther
enjoyment of the comforts which Providence las
})Iacod within their reach, and mekes themn rest-
ess and wretchied in theims Jves, and their fami-
ftes with them. 1f, therefore, men, whatever
may be their station and conditian, wou'd cunsalt
their own peace of mind, they would strive to re-
press the nising desire, and not set their heasts
on that which they cuannot possess, or which, if
possessed, would fail to make them happy.
*t Havinx food and raiment, et us be therewith
content.”?

2. Another species of evil of which this love
is tlie source, is that duplicety, cquirocation, falsc-
houds and even perjury, in” wlich some peisons
ate tempied to indulge, brcause, by the sacrince
of candour, truth, =n § uprizhtucss, their cupidity
may be gratitied, and money and wealth may be
acquiresd. When men «wist be vich? as St
Paul says—large sacnfices of principle, integrity,
and honoury are sometimes made toits acquisitian,
But what a s, what a deadly sinis thus! The
man who can, for the sake of warldly gain, be
awlty of falschoad; or deliberately and wiltuily
canceal the truth which e is bound to reveals
titles with ths conscience, dishonours relizion, if
he makes any prefession of it, and ienders himsels
obnoniens 1o the displeasure of that God whe re-
quteth trath in the inward pasts,

3. Yet funther,—the love of tnoney somettnes
leads to downright dichonesty.  And what is that
system of bahery—dimuushing without necessty
ot justice the wazes of the mechanic, and the hure
of the lzhnurer; overreaching, taking advantage
of the ignorance or nccessities of othersy— which
is censtantlyy and unbluchingly practised by sume
jersons in thawr daily business,—what is it but 2
system of f1aud and oppresuen, onginating in 2
greedy, coveteus desire to fay up treasuse uopon
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carth :—To et money—to get it honestly if they
can, but at all nsks, to get money. And to what,
but to the principle here condemned by the Apos-
tle, ate to be attributed the forgeries and robbe-
ties, which are daily committed by notorious aad
unprincipled villains 2 {tis the love of money,
or of those guiity pleasures which tmoney only can
procure.  Such men & are drawn away of their
own lusty and enticed 3 then when lust hathy cou-
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sm, when it 1
tinished, bringeth forth death.”?

4. Again,~—The strifes, rapine, condusian, wus-
ders, wars, of which we so frequently hear, and
waich distract and afllict our sintul woild, fie-
quently originated in a money-loving heart.
* Fiom whence (eaguires St, James,) come wirs
and tightings among {ou ? come they not hence,
even of your lusts that war in your members ?
Ye lust, and havenot: ye kill, and desize to have,
and’t,:;muot aobtain: ye fight and wary yetye have
not.

5. Onee more,—When this inordinate love of
money is gratified by lawful gains—by the snc-
cessful prozecution of fair and honest trade : does
il not, in very many cases lead 10 ovil, by sappls -
ing the means of gratifying other sinful propeu-
sities, and lead to eatravazance aand proflisacy,
pride and ambition, and not unfrequentty, to ut-
timate poverty and want 2

6. Does it not, we would also ask, tend to harden
the heart against the wants and suferinas ot
otiers, and prevent the removat of a great deal ct
miety which might otherwise be done away, or
greatly alleviated 7 Why is it that thousands ase
ignoranty and hungry, and naked, and desutute,
and oppressed 5 for whoin instruction, and foo ',
and clothing, and relief, might easily be procured 2
Because the love of money predomunates in o
many hearts,  We hear, it is true, of larze sums
of money being annually raised aud expendad to:
benevoleat purposes 5 but were it not for the love
of money, they might be increased ten-fold. “le
devote five, or one hundred pounds a year to cha-
titable purposes, may appear to he an act of us-
common lidesality:s but what is one hundred
peunds to the man whose 3yeatly income is ten
times that amount, or what is five hundred poun.ds
to the man whose annual income is Hifty thon-
sand!  Liberality, to be truly Christian, and to
be free from covetonsuess, must sprng from iz
matives—he exercised in a nght spust, and heer
@ due proportion to the ability of the giver.

7. Again—~If supesstition, wdolatry, heathern-
ism, and all the murders and miserics connected
with them, end resulting fromn themy are evils 14
this worldy and lead to wisery in the woild 1
come 5 they are evils, which, it ot created, ate
to a great extent encovraged and perpetuated v
this wicked passion. What is it that prevents
the Christian churches from carrying out their be-
nevolint plans of cliristianizing the whole wo:ld ?
by it the waat of duly qualificd Missionaries 1o
carty the Gospel tidings, and the blessed word of
Gud tothe ends of the earith?  No—haly, faitti-
ful men, willing te labour and to dic 1 the go-
tious work, are saying e the Christion chusches,
Here are we ! sendus!  Itis means—itis moaesy.
that is waating. Aad s it that the members ot
the churehies, and the professors of teligion, have
net tiose means within their 1each, or have ot
that money to give? No—it is because they ae
a9t {ully saved from the love, the covelous love
ofit; and are, therefore, unwilling to paIt wath
ity with the liberality they might, 214 ought to go.
To say nothing of what might, and onght to 4
donte by ofher Christian nations, Britain and b s
provinces imight as easily appropriate 10 tius hea-
venly work her millions of pounds annually, ...

as many skiilings.
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