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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

adversary, prudence and common sense dic-
tated the choice of an enemy, from whose
hostility we had nothing to dread. A war
with France would equally have aatisfied
our insulted honour, and, at the same time,
instead of annihilating, would have revived
and extended our commerce.”* But there
were countervailing considerations falling
in with, whilst, on the other hand, every
cause of complaint against France was
borne along and overwhelmed by the current
of the popular antipathy to Great Britain.

“ Everything in the United States,” says
James, in his Naval Iistory, * was to be
settled by a calculation of profit and loss.
France had numerous allies,~—England
scarcely any. France had no contiguous
territory ; England had the Canadas ready
to be marched into at a moment’s notice.
France had no commerce; England had
richly-laden merchantmen traversing every
sea. Kngland, therefore, it was against
whom the death-blows of America were to
be levelled.”* These considerations, no

the War-Report, did Mr. Randolph speak in
Congress :—

This war of conquest (he said), a war for the ac-
quisition of territory and subjects, is to be anew
commentary on the doctrine that republies are
destitute of ambition—that theyare addicted to
peace, wedded to the happiness and safety of
the great body of their people. Dut it seems
this is to be a holiday ¢ampalgn—there is to be
no expense of blood, or treasure, on our part
—Canada is to conquer herself—she is to be
subdued by the principles of fraternity. The
people of that country are first to be seduced
from their allegiance, and converted into trai-
tors, as preparatory to the making them good
citizens.  Although he must acknowledge that
some of our flaming patriots were thus manu-
factured, he did not think the process would
hold good with a whole community. It wasa
dangerous experiment. We were to succeed
in the French mode, by the system of frater-
nization—all is Freach !—but how dreadfully
it might be retorted on the southern and west-
ern slaveholding states. He detested this
subornation of treason. No—if he must have
them, let them fall by the valor of our arms,
by fair legitimate conquest; not become the
victims of treacherous seduction.

* * * * * * *

He was gratified to find gentlemen acknow-
ledging the demoralizing and destructive con-
sequences of the non-importation law—confess-
ing the truth of all that its opponents foretold
when it was enacted—and will you plunge
yourselves in war, becanse you have passed a
foolish and ruinous law, and arc ashamed to
repeal it ? ¢ But our good friend the French
emperor stands in the way of its repeal.” and
as we ‘cannot go too far in making sacrifices to
him, who has given such demoustration of his

love for the Americans, we must, in point of

fact, become parties to his war. ¢ Who can be
80 cruel as to refusc him this favour ¥’—His
imagination shrunk from the misevies ef such
a connection. He called upon the house to
reflect whether they were nct about to ahandon
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all reclamation for the unparalleled outrages
¢ insults and injuries” of the Fremch govern-
ment—to give up our claim for plundered mil-
lions, and asked what reparation or atonement
they could expect to obtain in hours of future
dalliance, after they should have made a tender
of their persons to this great deflowerer of the
virginity of republics. We had by our own
wise (he would not say wise-acre) measures, so
increased the trade and wealth of Montreal and
Quebec, that at last we began to cast a wistful
eye at Canada. Having done so much towards
its improvement by the exercise of ¢ our re-
strictive energies,” we began to think the
laborer worthy of his hire, and to put in claim
for our portion. Suppose it ours—are we any
nearer to our point? As his minister said to
the king of Epirus, ‘“may we not as well tako
our boitle of wine before as after this exploit 7’
Go! march to Canada !~—leave the broad bosom
of the Chesapeake, and her hundred tributary
rivers—the whole line of sea-coast from Machias
to St. Mary’s, unprotected :—You have taken
Quebec—have you conquered England? Will
vou seek for the deep foundations of her power
in the frozen deserts of Labrador ?”
* * * * *® * *

Mr. Randolph then proceeded to motice the
unjust and illiberal imputation of British attach-
ments, against certain characters in this country,
sometimes insinuated in that house, but openly
avowed out of it. Against whom were these
charges brought? Against men who in the
war of the revolution werein the council of the
nation, or fighting the battles of your country.
And by whom were they made? By run-aways
cliiefly from the Dritish dominions, since tha
breaking out of the French troubles. He in-
dignantly said—it is insufferable. It cannot be
horne. It must and ought, with severity, to be
put down in this house—and out of it to meet
the Zie direct.  "'We have no fellow feeling for the
suffering anrd oppressed Spaniards! Yet even
them we do not reprobate. Strange! that we
should have no objection to any other people or
government, civilized or savage, in the whole
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