
prîcst bequeathed to bis ) oung brother-
canon the care of this rising- institution.
La Salle, out of gratitude to his old and
tried fr-iend, genierously ac<:eîted the
charge and so successful %Vas nlis adrminis-
tration that hie was soon reqt:ested to
estalilisih simiilar institutions for poor boys.
I'Ie hiesitated for somne tinie 10 undert-ike
this second project but (inall', In i 679,
lie oî>en<.d at Rlimls Ille fr:t fi-ce sc'hool
for boys5. Tius far LaS.ille had talwn11 -Il

aCiepart in thu infant woi k. Now,
liuwever, tli.d Jt Nvis e:stablislhed, hie
thoughit th:it bis connertion ivith it 'as at
end. futile superic>r, or ratier the
nlominla) su i xrior. of tIlle scîlool-ilasturs
engaged in his chrtal lab'u of fiee-
eduica.ti,;n, coniinuvd te consuit the -ifîcd
youn., cation M0 aIl natters of inilport 11ce

oîcî Il~tlie sciols. Ill this n)lanner
La Sallý wvas led ilniost uncon.sciously, t
take an initerest in the daily life of the
tcachers. At fi-t his v'isits to thein were
confined to short business calîs upon the
Superior. Gradiually these visits beg:-ait to
nliulti>Iy until at vIengih not a day pzissed
thiat did not see hii in the iidst ot the
niasters, encouraging, advising, reî>riniand-
îngY theni. It %Vas but a step) further to
brin- theni into bis own bouse wlhcre lie
could superviîse thenm to greater advintage
and forîii theni wvitlî greater facility to the
diities of iiir new station ;for La Salle
considered their state of life to be not
nierely a profession but a religious voca-
tion. Finally lie took the sublime resolti-
tion to enroll himiself in this humble
inîlitia and lie, the noble abbé, tie wealthy
Canon, tie Doctor of Diviniity, lie uponl
wvhoin the world liad smiiled froni bis very
birtlî, and upon whomn it stili wishied to
bestow ils smniles, sacrificed his patrimiony,
renounced tic wurld and ai! its works and
ponps, to emibrace the obscure profession
of blis followers, and to share tlîeir unpaid
toil. Afier a year of probation and pre-
paration, tic fotînder of this new religious
family and the twelve disciples that still
reniained faithful to hini, drew up a rule,
donned that coairse black habit so famiiiliar
to the eyes of our urban populations, and
adopted the maille stili lborne by their suc-
cessors-the Brothers of the Christian
Schools. A few% niontis later they pro-
nounced the fotirfold vow of poverty,
chiastity, obedience and perseverance.

Tlins fornîed by tlîeir venerable founder to
the lîractice of religious virtue!:, and
trained b>' hini iii iniproved nîiethods of
teachîrtg, the Christiani Brothers soon be-
caie renowiîed throuighout. Fiance, and
ere lonîg thé), were te lic found at tlie
liead of schiools iii iearly, aIl the clioceses
of mîe lanîd. 13w La Salle did îîot con-
fine bis laliors to the uoere direction of
bis disciples 1-le eiigage(l personaully iii
the %vorkz of te.uchiiîg, and this practical

Illrece~ the sehio d1 room opîencd bis
eyes to tile dericiencies of the iiietlieds of
instructionî theiî iii use. Tb supply tliese

def~'îiwisor rathier to cast aside enitirely
the <>1< sy'sieins of ecluication, and to re-
p>lace tjîein 1w )nie nmore perfect, more
rat ional, ie-aine now Ille object of lus .l-

de~t~a1elabors. NI>t onliy did lie
aiccoiili~ his end Liy substitutiug the
tui-itt.al-siiiiuultaneotis nietliod for thic mdi-
vidual nuethiod, but lue also anticipated
iuuaniv other educitional '- ideas that are
pioinlarly reoarded as tlie 1 rodtuct of
niodernu tlioughlt. F>1le opened the first
Normial Sch)ool al Rieiis inl 1684.
Technical schoo; schools of desugýn,
lîoarding institutionis, academnies and re-
forniatory schools, ai owe their origin to
Iliuii. The Stinday school is likewise the
offsjîring of bis genius. In a wvord, a new
era iii tic listory of education hegins %with
the K:e of this woiiderful m~an, at
wluose 'l lidding the whole modern
educational ;ysteni leaped i uto existence."~
0f course sucli a radical refornui raised
violenit opîposition, and La Salle was
persecuted until the very lîour of his
death, in 1719. His disciples, too, have
had to suifer frequent persecution, wvorry,
and trial durinz the two luundred years of
tlîe existence of their religious famnily, but
Heaven bias confounded tîeir enenuies by
its visible protection. In 1684, twelve
humble scliool-masters; knelt at the feet of
tueir comiion fatlier in Christ to dedicate
thenîselves irrevocably to the sacred cause
of frec education. To-day tliese nunibers
have incrensed a tliousarnd-fold, and the
children of La Salle enibrace the wvorld iii
tlîe spliere of their labors.
"Wbcerc'cr thc banner of the Cross is liftcd to the

light,
Thiere niny thc Christian School bc fotinc-a fair

anîd goodly sight.
Fron shore to shore, b>' sert or strcain-wherc'er

religion suîîilcs,
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