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tio n or Independence is our destiny. The
positive sentiment in favour of the former
is flot ver>' greac, nor bias the incipient
agitation for its propagation yet assunied
alarming proportions. However, when
sectional feeling runs so high that a lead-
ing journal can advocate annexation as a
means of Ilswvamping the Frencli," and
when a whole province pronounices cm-

* pliatically in f.avour of secession, we think
we are flot overdrawingthe picturew'hen wve
say that Annexation is regarded by rnany
witli a good dcal oft cornplacency. With

* one-fourth as many Canadians in the
* States as there are at bcine, w'ithi great re-
* sources undeveloped, with national life

almnost stagnant, wbat wvonder if rnany
Canadians look with longing eyes at the
great material prosperity of the adjoining
republic? WVhat wondcr if they do not look
upon pohutcal union wvitli very great re-
pugnance? There Ina>' be and we believe
there are reasons forill this, that legDisla-
tion mighit revniedy -,but there is a great
reason wvhiclh legisia tors say far too littie
about, and do stili less to remnove. It is
thc Jack of a deep national sentiment of
pride in our country anîd belief in its
future, not as a New-France nor as a
British Colony, but as a great Canadian
nation whose ultimate destiny is absolute
i ndcpendencc.

"Stirey the Lion's brood is st-iong
To front Ille %vorld azlole."

Our resources are undeveloped soine
say because we do flot get our share of
immigration. What immigration would
compensate us for the million of energetic
Canadians now in the States ? A deep-
rooted national sentiment would keep
most of these at home, and if they staid,
others would come, for Canada growing
in wealth and strength, wvould make ber
individuality feit among the nations of the
world. Witb such a sentiment we could
laughi at the puny efforts of annexationists,
or rather the annexation sentiment which
lives, moves and bas its being in apathy

and discontent, would disappear vith its
causes.

Sone rcproacbfully tell us tbat we have
no historic traditions, nothing to foster a
national spirit. No ? Did our fathers or
grandfatlhers lose ail right to share in the
bistoric miemories of their ancestors rnerely
,because thcy had the sturdy narliness,
the beroism, to comie to the woods of
Canada and liew out homes for theniselves
and thieir children ? Not onîy have we
ail past history to insire us, but wve in-
berit the qualities of our forefathers wbo
made that history The inspiriting words
of our distinguisbed fellow-cotintryman,
Pi-of. Roberts should be aý Ilmemory les-
son " for.every youing Canadian.

''Oh chihi of niations, gint-Iiimbed,
W\ho stancl'st ainid the naftionls n0w
TJihecdc<I, tinadoriied, uinhyinned,

ý\ihinanointed h)rowv!

*1The Saxon foi-ce, the Celtic tire
These are thy ianihood's lieritagc
Wh'Iy resi %viî1i halcs alle ShIVCs? scek higher
l'lie place of race and age

PUBII)LIC OPINIONV

It is entirely fitting at thiis time-ii
indeed other occasions may be said to be
inop)portune - to refer to a power that bias
long wielded a controlling influence in the
doings of nations and of individuals. A
good test of a nionarch's sirength is the
demand that is made upon bim for the
exercise of bis prerogative. 'l'le favor cf
those in autbority neyer ceases to be
courted and it is a well-establisbed
axiomi that the, more extensive the juris-
diction, the more generous wvill be the
patronage the ruler will be called upon to
distribute.

On this bypothesis the logic of an
appeal to public opinion is at once evident,
for if there is a fact which history hias
strongly empbasized it is that the truc
ruler is not the king, nor the lords, nor
the Conimons, but public opinion.
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