THE POLICY OF THF GOVERNMENT.

tent man who complies with this condition, no
matter what his previous conduct may have
been, Besides, mnumerable complaints have
been made respecting a “family compact,” who
are sad to have kept all offices among them-
selves and their fuvourites ; and would 1t be
either wise or just to create a “compact™ on
the other side 7 Is 1t wize to perpetuate such
a system, merely shifting 1ts power into other
hands? We think not, for we preter our coun-
try to our party; and as a large part of the
people of the country would be permanently
excluded from office by the adoption of this
rule, and thus the old complamts and grev-
ances would still be heard, only from other
quarters, we would strongly deprecate every
system of policy that did not afford every man
competent for office the chance of filling 1t,
provided he give s undivided support to the
Government.  On this pomt there must be no
demur. The system of governing by party,
and keeping all offices within the party. may
do for an old country in which partics arc
strong, but 1t 1s very unsuitable for Canada, in
which partics are comparatively weak, and in
which men competent for officc are not as
plenty as blackbernies. s Excellency's con-
duct on this point wus just—insisting on a full
support to his Government from every public
officer, and permitting those to retain their
offices who would give their support. Any
other course might have saticfied one party,
but would have inflamed the other, and thus
that peace and union which the country re-
quires would not have been attained. Re-
formers will be promoted to oftices 2s vacancies
occur, and they are not so cager for place as
to be careless of the country’s peace; nor yet
do they so envy their oppenents as to grudge
them their offices, provided they honestly ren-
der the Government their entire support, which
they must do or resign.

It has also been sud that the Governor-Ge-
neral has interfered with the freedom of elec-
tion, partly by expressing an opinion respect-
ing the comparative merits of some candidates,
and partly by inducing Government officers to
become candidates. The first branch of this
objection we dismiss as beneath notice. A
candidate’s clums on public favour must be
very slight if they are dissipated at a breath.
‘The other branch of the objection requires
more extended notice. The pnnciple from
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which 1t proceeds is to be respected. A jene
lcusy of Exccutive interference is proper and
necessary: but then 1t requires to be wutched
and guarded, or 1t will defeat 1ts own designs,
und like the boy with the butterfly, when in
his coger haste to grasp it, he crushes and de-
stroys the object of his desire, this principle
will, by 1ts ill-judged sallies, wound the very
frcedom 1t wizhes to preserve. Isit notson
this instance ? A change of system has been
demanded. It is required that the public busi-
ness should be managed in the Lemisiature by
public servants who, If they cannot command a
majonty there, must retire.  Well, the first
step towards this 13 taken, and certain public
officers come forward as candidates for the
people’s suffragzes. But no sooner is this done,
than some timcrous people take the alarm, and
scamper lhke fnghtened hares through the
wood, with the hue and cry n their mouths of
«Ixecutive mterference.””  'Why, in the name
of comnon sense, how is the Executive to fulfil
your wishes?  You desire a kind of provincial
ministry, and accordingly His Excellency pre-
serts s servants before you, saying, in effect,
«Thesec men have my confidence ; I present
them to you to ascertamn if they have yours,
1n order that we may work harmoniously toge-
ther:” but no sooner 1s this done than you start
as 1f you had seen u ghost, and exclaim with
supcrnatural horror, + Take any shape but that,
and I will meet thee.,” Why, this is the very
shape you derired to see; £o don't be alarmed,
for 1t is real, substential flesh and blood after
all. Every system must have a beginning; and
Government officers now come forward here as
candidates, as they do in England, avowedly in
support of the Government. But this, it is
said, 1s the very evil complained of. They are
pledged to support the Government. We can
hardly repress @ emile at this objection : for
what 1s meant by it? Is it meant that His
Excellency should choose servants who would
not support his policy 2 Would any man do
this? As this is too absurd, the objectors ei-
ther do not understand their own meaning, or
they mean more than they say. Is it the latter?
The complaint has been that public officers
have served themselves instead of the Govern-
ment and the people. Then, do all the outcries
that have been made for a change of system,
mean no more than a change of men—new offi-
cials on the old system of serving themselves 2



