
TIIE rOLICY OP TItI'. GOVERNIMENT.

tent maxi who complies with tliis condition, no
inatter what his previous conduct iflfl have
been. Besides, innuiuerble coînplamnts have
beon made respecting a Il fituily comipact," %%ho
are said to have kept ail offices aniîong tliejit-
selves and their favourites ; and would it lbe
cither wiso or jîubt to croate a. "coiiact*' on
the oilir tjde? Is i. o uptrpotua«te Such
a system, merely shiftingr lis povcr into otiier
hands? 1 e think not, for wc prelèr ou.- couin-
try to our party; ami as a large part of' flic
people of the country Nvould bc pcrrnanently
excluded from office by the adoption of this
rulc, and tlius the old coînplaints and griev-
ances would stili be heard, only froni other
quartero, we would strottgly deprocate evcry
systemn of poliey that did flot afford evcry ittan
competent for office the chance of fillhng il,
provided hie give his undivided support to the
Governmont. On tItis point there imust bc no
demur. The systeni of' govorning by party,
and keoping ail offices ivîthin tlle party. may
do for an old country in xwhich l)artiý.- are
strong, but it is vory unsultable flor Canada, in
which parties are conîparatively weak, andl in
whbîch mon compotont for office are not as
plenty as blackborrics. Ilis Exccllciicy*s con-
duct on this point was just-nbist.,ug on a full
support to hîs Governinent froiii every public
officer, and pormîittîng tîtoso to retarn their
offices who ivoîld give thoir support. Any
other course iiight have satid-iedl one party,
but wvould have inflaicd the othcr, and titus
that poaco and union %lîîcli the country re-
quiros would not have been attained. Re-
formers %% ill ho proiotod to offices as vacancics
occur, and thecy are flot so cagor for place as
to b 'e carelcEs of' the country*s peaco: nor yct
do they so envy tlîeir opponctits as to grudgo
ibero their offices, provided thoy honestly roît-
der the Governmcnt thocir entire support, whîch
they must do or resign.

It bas also been said that the Governor-Ge-
neral bas interfercd wvith the freedom of elec-
tion, partly by exprossîng an opinion respect-
ing the comparative mnts of sorne candidates,
and partly by ir.ducing Governmcnt officors to
become candidates. The first brinch of is
objection ive dismiss as becatlî notice. A
candîdate's cltums on public favour must ho
toery slight if they are dissipatod at a breath.
'The other branch of the objection requires
moro e.xtended notice. The prînciple from

xvliich it proceeds is to ho respccted. A jea.
lcîuy of' Excutivo interferenco is proper and
ne.cesaary: but thon it requires to ho wvatched
and gîiardcîl, or it w ill delcat its own designs,
anid Ile tlîc boy wîith the buttorfly, when in
lis cagor buate to grasp ît, lie crushes and de-
ibtroys the object of' his desire, thîs principlo
lvill, l>y is il]-jiidgocalî, ivounà the very
freedjoîn it %% i>lies to preserve. 18 it not 8o in
tis instance? A change of systent has been
drniandecd. It is required that tîte publie busi-
ness should ho managed in the Legisiature by
public ýfervants who, if they cannot command a
majority tfvýre, must retire. Weff, the first
stop) towardls this is talon, and certain publie
officers. corne forward as candidates for the
peuples sailir-, os. Bat no sooner is thîs donc,
tItan soine tim(.rotis people ta<e the alarm, and
scatapor lîko tniglitenedl haros through the
%voud, with the ;)lo and cry un their mouths of
&&Executivo interférenco." Wliy, in the namo
of comnuon sonse, hîow is te Executlvo to fulfil
yoîîr visies ý You desire a kind of pro% ineial
ministry, andi accordingly Ilis Excellency pro-
serts his sorvants boforo you, saying, in effoct,
"4Thora mon have my confidence; I proscrit
thîem to vou to ascertaun if tlîcy have your'sý
in order titat wo may worl, hsrmoniously toge-
ther:" but no soonor is thîs donc tijan you start
as if you had scon a ghost, and exclairn wvith
supernatural horror, '1 Take any shape but î'nat,
anti 1 wvii meet tliec." \Vhy, this is the very
shinIe voti desired to sec; so dont bo alarmed,
for it is real, su-ýbsta-ntial fllesh and blood after
ail. Evcrv sy-,tem must have a beginning; and
(iovcrnment oficors now corne forward bore as
candidates, as they do in Engrianul, avowedly in
support of' the Government. But this, it is
said, is the vcr e% il complained of. Tbey are
pledged to support the Goveramont. Wo can
hardly repress a smile at thîs objection:- for
%what is meant by it ? Is it moant that His
Excolleney should chooso servants who would
not support bis policy? Would any mani do
this ? As this is too absurd, the objectors ei-
thler do not undorstand their own meaning, or
they mean more than they say. Is it the latter?
The complaint has been tlîat publie offljers
have servcdl thomselves instead of the Govorn-
mont and the people. Thon, do ail the outeries
that have been madie for a change of -yste%,
mean no more than a change o? rnen-new offi-
ciaIs on the old system, o? serving themselves ?


