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evils, maoy eschemoa have been mooted, and many
changes advocated. Among tho rest, the election of
men to the counch of higher social stationand greater
iutelsgence than those hitherto chosén. Sueh a
chango is certainly desirablo, but past experlonco
shuald teach as ibat ths, of 1tsclt, 18 not sufficiont,
but tat 1ho diseaso must bo attacked at its source.
When the municipal Bystem was first cstaplighed in
Montreal, the cuuncillurs wero selected frum the
wealthicst of tho commercfal community and others;
but they scarcely gave moro satisfaction than their
successors have done. Then, as now, complainta were
rifo of tho manner in which they contrived to apply
tho city tunds to the improvement of their own pro-
perty  Whether tho change were true or fslse, the
be.def in it was common, and not without some
reason, judging from circumstances snd appearances
at Jeast A dofoctive system cannot be weil worked,
and the veal remedy s tu alter it. 11 wo want to re.
movo tho extsting evils, wo must take away the power
of committing them Provention fs always tho best
curo

‘The question remains to whom ought the exesutive
functions hitherto exercised by thoe councll to be en-
trusted? This {s & branch of the subject which wo
purposely refrain from entering upon for the momont
asit would probably lead to much controversy. But
the mischief springing from leaving these fuuctions
In the hands which now hold thom fs palpable.

S0ME TEOUGHTS ON CHANGES IN THE
TARIFF!
* O question will como before the Dominion Parka-
went, now re-assembling at Ottawa, 0t moie
vital importance to the public interests than the por-
manent adjastment of tho tari Wesay permanent,
because the business of the country urgently requires
that the system of constantly changing the tariff
should ceaso, and because tho Minister of Customs—
the Hon. My, Tilloy—stated during the firat part of tho
Sossion, that after being re-considered and amonded
jn March or April, it was not intonded to change tho
scale of duties tor several yes.s.  Weoregard this state
ment a3 a bopetul one for the commercial interests of
the Ovmnien, and 1t becomes all who tako an interest
in this question, both in and out of Pariiament, to lcad
assistance to render tho proposed permancat tariff as
perfect rs possiblo.

Wo do not anticipato that the general features
of the tariff adopted in December, will be changed at
the present. On tho general question of commerolal
policy, the country is pretty generally agreed. We do
not want high dutles. We do not desiro to reetrict
trade by ereoting impossible hindrances and barriers:
in a word, tbe feeling of the conntry {8 against tmpos-
fug any duties oxcept such a8 are unecetsary to raise
sufiicient revenue to meey the demsndas of thae public
credstor. 1, o attaumag this end, the tariff can be so
adjusted as to encourage some branches of native ln.
dustry, good and well; buta policy of absolate pro-
tection has not many advocates, Iho tariff now in
extistence is fremed more or less according to these
views, end we do not anticipate that any serlous ef-
forts will be made tu alter at.

1t i3 to the Jetails of the present tariff that objections
will be raised, and it is confessedly open to objection
on some pojints. Mr. Tilley said in bis remarksduring
the early part of the Session, that some daties which
wore objected to, would engage his special attention
befure the House et agasn, when ho would bo ready
to propose such alterations as might be required. The
doties to which he more particularly alluded were
those on sugar, and we chservo that meelings bave
been beld in hNew Bronswick, at Torooto, Hamilton,
and other places, to petition the Government to aiter
the existing scale. The present duties range from
$1.68 op to $2.60 per 100 ibs . and their effoct is to ex-
cinde tho fine grades of sugar from being imported
fato the Province. Tho mecungs 1n question have ad-
vocated & specitic duty ot 1c. per ib. and 20 per cent
ad valorem and it was claimed by Mr John Boyd, at
the Toronto meciing, that the Government would so-
cure very nearly 2s much revenue ander the duties

proposed, as they do from tho existing scalo.
Among other points kke!y to comme before the Houss |
will be tho abolition of the duties placed on bread.
stuffs. Upon flour and meal 25¢ per bbL is now
chearged, and on Indiancorn &nd aul grains bat whest, |
100 per bushel Thess imp have d a great |
out-cry in Nova Scotis and New Brunswick—aithough |

1p tho formes Frovines, floar wra previously taxed | ho putip o [ per oept, oF pRppWmeTalE) Sist, §t

It must bo admlited that taxes on “Ddbread” are un. l

vopular end eanoot bo defanded on sound priociples.
Wo helievo these dutles wero imposed to counteract
the sction of tho United States in the high tariff they

is quito probable thata fight (s parliamentary ons. of
courss, might sosuit fTom suoh & Proposal. as ndeed
13 very likely to bo the case over somo of the propossd
changes we have (ndicated. In any evont, wo hopethal

have plased au aur praduots, and have alceady assisted | Mi Tilley 8 words wil stand good, that wo are now

o preducing that agitation for a now Reociprocity
Treaty which is steadily inoreasing across tho lines
1f thesa duties aro romoved, §f tho Amoridans can on-
Jjoy all the advanisges of our profitablo trade without
riving us anything profitable {n roturn, it will bo &
long day beforo a pew treaty is negoclated, and it
thereforo becomos a question whethor it is not neces.
aary if wo desiro to obiain a ronowal of Reciproocity
that those duties should for the presont be malntaiaed
It is doubtful after al), whethor thoy really do make
our Eastern frionds pay any more for thelr bread, for
thero {3 sufliclont competition among our owo millers
to keep down prices—and, we are aure, they have a
wholesomo effect upon our neighbours If it can be
shown that any real grievance cx(sts hnwever we are
certain that full Justico will be done both New Brune.
wick and Nova Scotia by our legislators of all parties.

As regsrds the United States, our tariff should not
be retaliatory, but it ought to bo thoroughly inde-
pendont. We consider it folly to allow them every
advantago {n trading in our markets, whilst theirs are
hermetically scaled apainst us. Wo do not delieve in
allowing them to take tons of thourands of saw-logs
away from Canada freo, to bring the lumber made from
them into competition with ours, which they encum-
ber with & heavy duty And eo with many other
articles. Not only is such a policy injurious to our
peoplo at prescat, but it debars anything like reason-
able hopes 0f our getting a new Reciprocity-Troaty,
for our neighbours will undoubtedly argue—as any
sopsible pooplc would—that there i3 no uso of making
a treaty when they enjov all the commercial advan
tages thoy waot without giving anything in return,

The present scxlo of duties on toa will be apt to call
forth objection. They are fully higher than they
ougbt to be on an arilele so genorally consomed by aht
classes: but the main oblection, which, indeed, was
urged at Ottawa defore, will bo to the specific duty on
black tea being 3lc per 1b, whereas it fs 70. on green.
This scale was evidently adopted to conciliato the peo-
ple of the Maritime Provinces, who aso nearly ail
black tea; but in Outarlo, where green tea is all the
rage the heavier charge will fall almust enurely upon
them. The 8jc. extra on green tea used in the West,
will tako thousands of dollars annually out of the
pockets of the people there which others of thelr fel-
low-citizens will ¢scape.

Wo hardly think that the exctse duties Imposed
during the firat part of the sesaion, will be tnterfered
with But few care how muoch is levied on spirits,
boer, ale, and other spirituous liquors, The only limit
to taxation ougbt to be when higher duties would
decrease the revenus Wo observe that the stamp
duties have, in sume qusrters of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, been strongly objected to., We
cannot agree with these objections. Iaxes in any
form are of course objectionsable, but if taxes have to
bo imposed, wo think fow less objectionable modes
than requiring that commercial paper shoud be
stamped, could be proposed. 1tisa logitimate mode
of raising a revenue. and when our friends got used
to it, we belleve their objections will disapp: ar.

There is no objection raised agatnst recent legisla.
tion among our eastern fellow.subjeots, that wo more
stroogly sympathize with, than their objection to tho
re-fmposition of newspaper postage. The Govern-
ment might very properly have acceded to the mant
feat wish of the House durlng its last mecting, and
not ouly have left newspapers frec in Ne® Brunswick
snd Nova Scotfa, but extended the boon to ¢intarto
and Quebec There {2 not over $35,000 of revenue in-
volved, and when compared with three-quarters of &
mi lion of postal revenupe. that sam {s {nsignificant
Wo beliovo vone of the imposts enacted in December
last, {s more unpopular than this ono among the
* wise mep of the East,” and we th.ok Parliament
would do a gracefol and o conciliatory thivg tu
abolish tho tax before the present 8ession comes to
an end,

With the exception, perbaps, of somo efforts to
secare further protection for some branches of maou-
factures, wo think we have indicated the direction in
which the tarifl. {s likely to be altered at the prosent
time. We do not kpow. bat considering the encuur-
agement given to somo other trades, that machivery
and somo other branches of manufesturea gught w

l

to havo 8 permancnt tariff, one under which com.
mercisl engsgemonts may bo undertaken with overy
confildence that vur scalo of dutics will not bo con
tinuslly shifting i1ko somo Will o’ the Wisp.

LET MIRING BE ENCOURAGED.
HAT the Dominion of Canada is vno of the riches
miceral countries in the world, is universally ac-

knowledged. lhat tew countrics bavo done less to
developo thelr mlooral wesith 13, unfortunately, equate
1y true, and it s a ‘ruth that refluots Httle oredst upon
as as a pvople. la Novaycotla, in New Brunswick, in
tho Chaudtere and othor streams of Quebeo, agw
aad other puints 1o Yotane swong the Nortt %0 wof
Lake Superior, and ovon §n tho North.¥Wes’ arritory,
wo bavo minos of gold, silver, fron, copp and coal,
tbo richnoss i3 beyound ail peradventure. It is only
within a few short yoars that any efforts worthy of
mention havo been mado to dovelope theee resources
of our Dominion, and it i3 to be huped that acuriy
and zeal wiil horeafter tako tho place of fnactivity and
tadifference.

Properly organised companies, with enterprisingsad
onergetio officors, is tho only thing thiat 18 necessary to
enablo the Dominion to reap milituns from the weann
which Mother Earth contatus in her bosom. This is
ovident from the experience of the United States and
otlier countrics, and also trom the partial experience
now being obtained in different sections of our own
cguotey.

1n proof of this, wo bave ounly to refor to Nova
Scotia and its gold mines. Wo need not aliude to the
splendid coal deposits of thls Provinco and of New
Brunswick, with the success of whica the world is
now famillar; but If we look at the mlaing operations
now betng carried on there for that most prectous of
metals, gold, it will bo fuund that thy compantes en.
gaged tuerela are realisiog profits calcuiated to des
tight the hearts aud enlargu the puckets, of therr lucky
sharcholders. Up to Soptember iast, it appears that
at the different mines no less than 130,000 ounces of
g0ld have been obtalned, and this tn the short space
of six years and a balf—the first rude attempts at
mining haviog only begun {n the summer of 1560. Une
bundred and thirty ounces of guid 1s equal to about
$2,600,000, which 8 certainly a very handsome retura
when the cumparatively smail aumber ot persons n.
gaged in mining is taken into account,

That our readers may more clearly understand what
profits somo of tho Nova Scotla gompanies make, we
add somo statistics of the Pembertoa Mine at Sher.
brooke, which are taken frum wbo Halrfax Minmg
Chronscie.  1lus mine, it wouid appear, has only been
in operation one year, and bas cteared during the
twelve months somewhercs in the regivn of fitty per
cent Thenetrovenue of the mine, With expenditurs,
&o.. in American curronoy, wag as follows -

Rece'pts frum 10th Nov., 1868, 1o 25th uct.,

Expem-'oa atthe Mune . ... . . .£85,166 61

Cost ot Mill ve s . 7.287 80
—— 42451 11

G616 G4

——

Net‘rroﬂt.,.. [P, 43 001 48
Dividend 25 por cent... 25 o 1
Dalance Cee e E&Iﬂ

Twonty five per cent and 818,061 48 «ver, we con.
sider o very handsome thiug. but 1t 18, 11 anythmg
surpassed by the returns ot the Ophir Mine at Ren-
trew which show 8 profit . £ $100,000 from February,
1866, to Scptember, 1887 Accurding to the Haifax
Litizen, excordingly rich retarns were recently ob
tained at dount Uniacke from a quartz mine. Tiwea
mod touk out since Lhrnsunas, no jess than 235 ounces
of the precious metal. 1his was obiained from 15
tons of quartz, and is nearly 16 ounces per ton Ths
got yleld per mun was no less than $230 per day'
These are, of course, the best strikes made at the Nosa
Scotia mines, but they show how well miniog enter-
prise pays them when properly carrted on.

Wo have hopes that wo will yot sco good and eatis
factory resu'ts from our Madoo Gold Mtnes in un-
tarto When cho springs opens, wo expect to witness
mach euergy and enterprise thrown into operstions
and aithough we may not be able to rival our friends
in Nosa Scutia, 6lu) we anticipate regsonablo returas
for the capipl and Javopr fnvested, Two erushing



