
T'HE PALM BRANCH,

SCHOOL-GiRLS ON THE WAR.
Lýottie and Mary ivere lwalk-ing hone, front1 Sc110<

one day, throingh a long, grassy lane, whichi led thexui
ne.ar thieir honte, wheni Marxy began questioning lier
friend as to ivhy lier face had been. so sad and gloolny
for soine tinte p-ast. beLttie was usuay f uil of spir-
its, aild if there ivas any fun or frolie going on she wa-s
gonerally eue of the foromeost in it. But of late a de-
eli change liad corne over lier, anàt Mary was îleterm-
incd, if possible, to, know the reason wvhy. At first
shoe did net mneet witi rnuch suecesq, for lier friond did
not sem disposcd te talk, but Mary know that a young
friend of Lottie's hiad Iately joied on1e oi the contin-
gonýts goingm out to Southt Africa, and foit sure Lottic's
altercd manner liad somcîhing to, do with it. 1-fénry
Bliss ivas a distant relative of Iters, and thiey hiad Always
beeln fast frieùd(s. Knowing, lî,o1 dang&rous the ex-
pedition. niigh1t prove, tiis docision. of his wvas a great
grief te his numerous friends. To Lottie hie hiad al-
ways been speciaily attaehed, tholigh both worc ton
youing for any one te make any comments, ho being
but 9.0 and she 16 years of age. liowevor, ivhen Mary
nientioned Ilis name Lottie burst into tears and for
-sorne timo wvas unable te speak. At lengthi she said:
".0f course, M1ary, 1 do fl terribly about H{enry, and
since he-has tpalked so, mueh. about it, I have lad sucli
strange theuglits about this fearful, war. You k-now
Ioy many prayers have been offered. that God would
interpose and stop this fearful carnage and bioodshed.,
but yet it gees on, and how xnany valuable lives have
been and continue te bc sacrificed. 1 have wondeied
if Godl had a controversy wvitlreur beleved nation---
otherwise would. le net haeheard ana answered se
inany prayers? I have- been reading of late muel ini
the Bible, where Goa allowed so xnuch of this kind of
thing amongst Mis own people.

"Buýt, 1 « ttie, dear, the ;iýtish -nation lias alwvays
been se Successful, and forward in evcry good work.
2ýending out missienaries., building hospitals, feeding
the multitudes in distant lands wvho are starvitng.
Then our gooa Qucen is sueli an excellent Christian,
what eau be wreîîg? The Israelites, you knew., foigot
Oodl and worshippedl idols. 'That i8 why God punished
-thern."

'q know this, Mary, but there are othor idols be-
ids grave» imiages, and many things that are wrong

are permittod. \Ve mail in 2ndl Chronicles, 16: 9:-
"The eyes cf the Lord run to, and fre thrêughout, the
Niliole earth te make Himnself lîtrong ir. behiaîf cf those
uhose Iteirts are perfct bof ore fimi.", Goa. is tee pure
te behold sin ivith any dlegreeocf alewance, and our
govcrnment takes enormous revenues fItem licenises fer
t'le sale cf intoxicating drink. Loek îew~ those ter-
rible saloons ana distilleries are licensed to destroy mil-
lions, hc'th soul ana bodly. k~nyv more than~ Nvill ho
killed bytii. awful, war."

ST.ottie, I noyer thought of that. 1 know

that the opium fraffle is dreaciful, and large revenue.i
are rcéived froin it, 1î'hî1e fields in. Iudic. grow poppit's
to inakze opiru; iiiic]î, if sown- with graini, woiild pc
vènt sticli multitudes front starving to death as we uîr'
hiearing about thiese day-s."ý

"Oh1 , ary. if our lau' n'iakers and, legisiators woul
but studly the Bible and sc hiow Goa bdlho1ds suchl
things, they w'ouild net justify mnany things that alre
niow alwed. I.n Isaiali tt and .28thi amongst the woei
proneunced "against tIc people, there is one against
those wvho pustify the wicked for a rova-rd." TU.-,
ixneanq, ivhen a l«iqueor-s-eller -pays, or rcwards the gov-
crument for his licenso, they permit hlm. to soUl aiiy
anmount cf that pernicieus liqtîor that is such. a curs'e
te ont beloecd country. Is this net loving nxoney liet-
tor than obeying Qed?"-

"I1 leat yen are righit, Lottie, doar, but I never saw
it in that light: befote.'"

"lI do, indeei. grieve about flarry, Mary, for 1 eau-
net exorcise the faith I desire that titis war trili
speedily end, whlen I sec Goëd is permnittingy se mnany cf
cuir bost and bravest te fali. Do lot uî. pra"y more carui-
estly that God would open the eyes of our nation te
inourn fer anti forsakze ali national sins, for is it net
;wvritteni, "lThey that lionor Me I iihi onor."-

WHAT ARE THEY SAYING?

I liear the voices of éhi1drcn,
*Calling frein ever the seas;

The ivatt of their pleading accents
Cernes borne upon every breeze.

And -what are the chidren saying,
A-%vay In these heathen landis,

As they plaintiveiy lift tbcir veices,
Andi oegerly stretch their bauds?

0O Buddha is celti andi distant,
Re dees net regard otir tears,

We pray, but lie neyer ansivers,
lVe call, but lie iievcr licars.,

"Oh! vain is tho Moslei propiet,
And bitter his erecd cf fate!1

It liglitens ne 111 te, tell us 1 j
That Allaih only Is great. B-:v

"We have heard of a Goi -whose înercy
1I-j tenderer far than these;

We are told of a kInder Savioer
13y sahibs frein over the seas.

"They tell us that when you citer
Your iworship lie always hears,

Our Brahina 19 deaf te pleadings,
Our Buddha Is blinti te tenrs!

"We grope lu the nxldst cf darkuess,
WIth none wbo cani guide us righit

0, aliare wlth ns Christian ebiltiren,
A sipark of your living Iight!

Thjis, this Is the plantive burdesî
Borne hltherward on the breez e;

These, these are the words they are saying,
Those ebultiren beyond the seas.

-C7ilclren'q «Work f.or Ch ldiren.


