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41lIOiN7G OUIJ? B00OOKS.
yT is otur wvhin

ta iuake belief
<u t h.t wve require

- iglit fiction forr stuliier ilomtis-

tor decharcs that
we require coin-

mom i in the court-
I'tî try)aidtio readiiîg,

'I . mind you, except
fil te very liglite.st."

Wisedoctor! I-le

of iuîniau nature,

and Fov it loves a
D pretemîce of excuse.

<, readimîg" is better
withotit thiat aCter
clause ; simîce mîo
tiiistlc-bhowv of fic-

- lion is as whuole-
sofie as the prettv

natunral ltiff Iliat hlou ' airily under stînnieir
skies.

No readiiio " is, an excellenit dicîtuin for
those wvho inlay have tue lovely literattire of
nature spread bel'ore thiem,-in lake and river,
forest, fiehd, aîud the chîasiuug sliaidoN y choud-
ianid,--vet even thiese are wvedded to their books,
an(l mtist at ieast preserve thue forun of readimîg.

Nevei'thieiess, 1 abject ho thuis « lighît litera-
turc ' theory. Omie book wvortii the reading,
evemi thiougi thie pages be turrncd but shotvly, is
wortu a score of effervescenut tales, be they ever
so hîariffess.

Aîud books worth reading are miot îîecessarily
stupid or y'et hecavy. Naturaily, fe\w of us- want
a Robert EIsmiere, or eveîi han Maclaren's

IMmd of tlic Master" for tinidsumnuîiier days;
yet iere is a book uipi my desk, of especial
inerest ta Canadiauîs, thiat is ahiogethcu eîujoy-
able, and is neithier Iîeavy mior (iuli.

Gilbert Parker's il Seats of flie MNighity -"
omie of tue hîest Our clever uioveiist lias wvrit temi,
-anîd that is savimut iiucli. '' A Romnce of
Ohd Quebec '' hue terns it, auîd a delighulful
romanuce it is.

Dear 01(1 Quebec, --quaimit histanic treasure-
liause of atm modlermi land ! Ilow vividly Mr.
Parker briiugs ils fasciiiatiîîg days of Frenîch
ruhe before us ; anid liov charmnîmighy lie Weaves
flie prethy ronmance attaciug ta that stundy,
hotiest British soh(ier, Robent Molrray, and( brave-
hearted, yet wvouiî,îmy ittie Ahîxe.

Tue I3ooknian dechares Mr. Par~ker to lic a
Cauuadian Bret liante nihnis thue humonur, but
Plus a certain spIiritualI distinctioni ; yet 1 thiiik,
imu thuis wvork at Ierist. lie raîuks radier ivith
su1ch wniters as flic Robent C. Bhackmiore anîd
Stanlhey XVeyniai. Certaiuuv luis Robert Mioray
suggests bacth the ctunbersonle, gaod-licarted
J ahiiin Il Lormia Dooiie," and( '' Tue Genutlemn
of Franice " ; y'et neitlier (if tiiese books show
thue arualysis of characten, thue « spirituial dis-
tiiuctiosi ' lietraved iiiftie portraiture of Dol-
taire.

1 dotilit whuethuer anly miodermn authîor lias
created a muore compiex chiaracier, on yet giveul
more subtie dehiucation of flic -sanie.

Whietluer Dohîaire bc puîrehy a fictitious per-
sanage, or Nviicthuer tîcre is historic gnoind for
thue chuaracher, 1 kuîow fuot. Bigot, Dýe Vatu-
dreil, Mousutcauiu, Saunuders, L.oliuierc, -thiese

we luohd ini aur cotiuitry's liistony ; but luis
iimiîitable I)oltaire, -pensant anid Pince, devii

and philosopher, courteous to krnngliness, cruel
uinto torture, whether lie be constructed fromi a
shadf.owy nainle, or purely fictional, -i clotlîed
tiponl by the artist witli a reality tuat brings
lîirn to the fore grotind,-the one strong, tense,
dIrilatic ligure iii a dranmatic epochi ofour cotin-
try's history.

Kirby's Il Chien D'Or"i lias, up to the pres-
cnt, beemi the one historic romance of gucbec
City; but hienceforth Il The Scats of the Mîghity i
wiii take first rank as the book of enchantmnent
whichi ail shahl conjure w~'ix, wvhon time to coule,
shah walk witiîin the walis of Canlada's Ancient
Capital.

Otie is strongly tcmipted to quote the maily
vivid, descriptive bits, did space but permit; thc
portraiture of Genleral \Volft, for instance

The inelanchioly fine olfhis figure . . . his straiglit
red flair, Ilus faîce defyimîg ai regularity, %vitli tile glose
thiruist out like wedgc, andîc thle chisla Iii ng froin ani
fetionuate sort if miotid ; luis tati, stratgglitig frane,

ands far fromîî atietie sliosiders . . . fluaî searcli-
ing, bmrning eye, wdîiciî ca rriedal fi tlie distinct ion and
grcatiuess demuieci iîîî elsewliere. Timere resoitîtion,
courage. enîduranuce, cleep, design, cicatr vision, dogged
vil I anmd lueroissil Iivcd ; a briiglu t furnace of da ring re-

."Ives wluichîi gave Eniglamîd lier soumud ciesire.

Tliere are aiso littie philosophies and cri-
grainiis, -thiought breuders for flie reader, that
giv'e a1 reflective chiarmi Io tluis book, --whlîe tlic
spiritual touch g1iv'es distinct refinlement.

But after oii--e meetinîg w ili Gilbert Patrkeî
one cotîld neyer imagine other fhii refiiied work
comnig from bis Pen.

I t is a book to be înost heartily recomnunnded
lis one of tlîc pleasant anid profitable oulpuits of
the seasoîî.

And iiot its 1cast att raction lies iii its illu: ;a-
tions and nîaps of old Quebec.

The Seaî. of tcMgty a Romuanice of Old Que-
bec, liv Gilbert Pialker. Cýopp Clark Co., Torontîo.

We tturni tiowv t aniother type of book, yet
still of Canada and froni a Caiiadian pen. This
is a tale of the Northî-\est iii the sixties and
seventies, toid by fie Rev. johin McDougall,
w~ho lias spent -.1l tlîe yearb of his life iii pionceer
mission work in tliat vast country. Il Saddle,
Slcd and Silowshioe, " whicli is just issued, is a
sequel to a voitumne by flic sange autiior publishi-
cd last year and eiîtitled -' Forest, Lake aîîd
Prairie."

Neitlier of these volumes mnake pretension 10
great lit erary meit ; tlîev do flot claini to be
artisî mc, but tlîey are full of vigour. The breezy
streîîgth anid sinplicity of tHie wvild North.West
.as it wvas seventy years ago ks iii theni ; and as
simple records of pionceer adventure iii the
Canadiaîî territory, now so iigh-tily redecied,
their pages are fui of ititerest.'

'l'le earlier volume describes the boy life of
file auithor, %v'ien, on the appoinient of bis
fathier 10 an Indiaîi mission station at Norway
Hantse, Htudsonî Bay, lie bcganl at early age to
endIure the lîardhiess an(i undergo hie stirring
adveîîîures of tue early iîlissuotiaries.

The :.-,ter volumîe is more fiuîislied in style,
and carnies on the record of thie boy mbit mai-
liood,-,a spleiîdid, strong manihod, Nvhiicli lie
spcnds iii mission work beside thie great Saskat-
chewanî and out upoîi tlie plainîs.

Alîlîotigli written by a missionary, the recitai
is liealthiilv Irce froîn Il prencliiiiig.";

T'he hoîiour and power of mission work ks
wrotiglit iii very certaiiîly thîrougliout tue pages,
yet quite imcidentally. Tîe book, is, vhîat it
aiuns ta be, a simple record of stirring ouit-of-
doors advciture,-a nio,;t wiiolesotie and iii-
spiring record of wviîoiesonie anîd purposeful
livinîg.

I have rend îio book-; better itted to inspire
our Canadian boys witli a liealîliy iiiîercst iii
thîcir owil tindiscovered countîry ; îîor ;uîy more
caiculated to put iuito our grrowiuîg youth tlic
stroiig, sturdy, self-reiant spirit of a rcai în;uî-

lioud, an hceroic intiscular Clirstianity.
Tlîe volume is nicely boutîd, and suitahlv

illustrated b3' J. E. Mac Latgliliîî.

4Saddle, Sied anud Siiowstuoe," by Rev. jolmuin ,.

Douigail. l3riggs Plub. Co., Toronîto.

Marioni Cravford's books are always attrac-
tive, btît perliap, nieyer more so than in file
lovely laziness of suninmer time, ~hi lus flic-
tures(Ite word painiîîgi,,s of stmîîy I îaly hr
monise so wveil wvith otur spirit ofdoc/a-in.
"îeV do îîot like Mr. Crawford out, of ltaly, taîîy

moetlan wve enjoy Kiplinig out of Iiidia. ThcY
cach îîeed tlîeir eîivironîneîit iii orden to pamît
at tlîcir best.

Ill '' Adaîîî Johnstoîîe's Soil," tile autIior lias
lus fav'ourite settiîîg uf Italiaii sk<ies aîîd sens -
ail, also, of those little cyiîicai philosophies that

woo thie reader to amusemenut or thouglut:
.4 Every, woiîiaî kisiows file calemider of lier owii face.

'lle files are years ; fiue streaks are nioillus, perlapsý,
or weeks, Qr liours. .. .... lis littic w~riikle cange
omie day witlî a doubt. The liair is wori away, w..
tliougli by a crowviî finit wa,«s iot goldenu. ...

l'copie oîten speai' of deatci people wvitli a sort of fauit
look (if umîcertaiu beautitude,-tlie sanie %vhicli iiauuy
t liimîc appropriate to tlie.simugiig of luyin....

A proporionu of tile stoiie.îlurowving Pha:riscs one
tieir iinaculate repulatiou ho tîmeir comîspicuoti-, l.tk
of attracionie. 'rIey bt.nd iii a plauce upart. i..
anid sccreily wisli idiat 11mev even liait thme ciailýe ut
beimig as bad as~ %e aire, wvitlout beilig rounîd oni. But
the great ari îV of flic pure inu lîcartiare iixed wvmîhm us
.sinnuers i n thle figlit....

You tiîv Ino% the luarisee b% Iii. imtiiate ksnt.ta
ledge of tl;e sis lie has nieyer coiiittccl....

Very piquant cynicisnms auîd phiilosophies are
thiese, ald Mr. Crawford giv'es us not a few such.

Yet 1 do îîot like thîis latesi. tovel, aithougli
%vritteu with ail of the author's custonary'
chîarm. It is strained somewliat. The situa,.-
tion is repelhaîut evenl to grotesquetiess. 1 t îiiay
ne a Continenital possibiiity, eveu a probability,.
yet w~e shiriîik frorn it as au offence to good
faste, if froîn no hîiglier reason.

It is flot a lîeaitiuy taie, non omie to lift tus
Iliier, ahiougii it possesses ail of society tolie
anid forni.

..Adatiiî jchiiioie' Son," by' lMariozi Crawf(ord. MîL-
Mililî & Co., Lonîdonî. Colip Clark, Toronto.

Wheî the autiior of Il Datuovan "-otin fatvour-
ite Edîua Lyhe -undertaikes to write a stony for
chîildren, we miay be sure it wili be %vorth fie
greadiîîg.

4 -Iow thie Chîildren Raised the Wind " is a
ciiarmiiug littie story, sinmplv and prettiiy told.
The little datîglîter aîîd son of a minister; noted
Ildaddy's " anxiety concerning the debt on the
new chuurci buildinig, aîud devised a naive and
utterly childisi piati,.-founded on their street
experiencs,-by wvhich to increase the fund.

Fay couid dance ; Nlowgli could phay lus
organgett e; Poodie (thîeir dog) cotîid carry a
collecting basket around lus neck wvit l " Pity
the Poor C fiirch 0 o1 it ; and thîns equippied,
thîey started off on a vacationi afternoon to col-
iect pennies.

Tue experiîîces of the little ones, aîîd tue
s ccesful issue of thîcir v'enturne, are charmiiigiy
bld.

Altogetiier, the story gives a delightful hiouir
to children, w~hile eider folk smile a tenider
amusement over its clear-typed pages.

i.lowv the Cluildremî 1R;îi.cd file WViiid," by Edmsia
Lyte. Clarke & Co., Flet St., Lonîdonu. Brigg'.,
Toronto.

Boo~s EcEvau. - VaicdOccumpatiomns iii String
WNrk," by i.oiisa WV:dker. &eiim Co., \e%%
Vorki. Copp Clark, To, Omui.
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