OUR HOME

COMPANION
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that a vory small book woukl hold all I do kuow.” [
A pupil well grounded and proficient in all em.
bracod in the fourth form public school work, is
botter educated than ono-third of thoso who ob- |
tain third-class cartilicates.  Thon, with regard to
the second-class standard, besides being averse to'
rotrogression, wo have not yet found any second-
class teachors too erudito for ondinary public school
work ; in fact, we know of casos where a littlo |
more crudition would not have como amiss to somo |
of tho seconls when illusrating the principles’
of a problom, or coastruing an idivmatic English |
sentence, To lower tho second-class standard, !
thon, would not be a sound remedy, although the
prosont criterion of oxacting 30 por cent. tests in-
two subjects i3 of questionablealvisability. There
are soveral reasons for raising the third-class|
standard.  Persons holding these certificates teach |
in the zams grade of schools as second-class
teachera.  Certainly the loss experience a teacher
has tho more he necds breadth of intellect, store
of kuowlelgo, and soundness of judgment; there.
fore he should get his ¢“schooling” before he com. |
mences £y impart kuoxleldge rather thaun after he
teaches three years. The s2cond-class certificate
ought to be the criterion of cfticiency rather than
of attainments, Thercfore it i3 reasimable, and
advantagesus ta the interests of public education,
to raiso tho third-class standard. But the Council
of Public Instruction adoptel two grades of sta-ul-
ard for certificates—monitors’, and assistants'—be-
low the third-class modicum. If there was necws-
sity for this step, and we beliove there was good
roason, then we are not yet fully prepared to raise
the third-ciass standard very much. The next
best plan is to establish an intermediate grade be-
tweon tho second and third, and as rapidly as pos-
sible circumscribe tha present third, requiring as
an essentisl in all cases some test of professional
ability.

The difficulties in connection with this question

|

third-class certificates thero be added algobra to
the end of simple cquations, clementary mensura-
tion, Euclid—book I., and book-keoping.

 That Grado B be given on 50 por cent. of the
subjects at present required, Grade A on 50 per
cont. of tho total, with 50 per ceut. on cach test
subject.

“That Grade A qualify for the position of mas-
ter, Grade 1 for assistant. . i

““’'nat tho prescnt system of grauting monitors
and agsistants’ cortificates be abolished, their place
being taken by Grade B of the third.

«'fhat caudidates for Grade B be admitted at
sixteen years of age, for Grade A at nineteen, per-
sons of the laster age beg guite young enovgh to
take sole charge of a school, except such as nave
had normal training, with model school practice.

“That Grade B Le given for one year, and re.
newable from year to year on tho recommendation
of tho Inspector., 3

“That Grade A be given for five years, with
pormission to writo for a sccond at the end of threv
years, giving the caududate option to write the
wl ole exannnation at once, or procced to his cer-
tifiats by two examinations, taking a fixed part of
the wubjects one year, the remaining the year fol

owing.

“Taat a third A be rencwable from year to year
on the recommendation of the Imspector and
trustees and that all renewals be made by the
Board ot Examiuners after examination, those for
third A on gecond-class papers,

““'That no permits be granted except to persous
coming irom abroad,and that, after o reported ex-
amination.”

Elgin Teachers’ Association—** Regards the low
standard of qualitication for thind-cliss certificates
as very injurlous in its cffects on the teaching pro-
fession,”

Hastings Association—*‘ There should be two
grades of third class certificates : Grade A, ten-
able for five years, Grade B for three years.

“That the first book of Euclid, exclusive of all
deducibles; algebra to simple equations; mecnsur-
ation of plane surfaces, and clementary book-
keeping be added to the subjects for third-class
certificates.”

Dundas Association, Sept., 1576—"There should
be two grades of third-class certifieates, A and B;
Grade B to ramain equal to the present third, and
for Grade A the same subjects as recommended by

have engaged much atiention during the past two

yeara. ,Wogive the opinions that have fouad favor.

at theglifferenb teachors’ associations whose pro-
ccedings have come under our notice,

Elora Convention, March, 1876, favored adding

book:kpeping and haman physiology to the re-'

quirextents for thirds, and that they be not re-
nowalle.

Huyon Teachers’ Association, June, 1876 :— |

¢ nggt an clementary knowledge of book-keeping,
humg'n pitysiology, natural philosophy, algebra and
geometry be reqaired iu future for third-class cer-
txﬁgaﬁtcs. ”

: 1~77a‘§t Middlesex Teachers’ Association, June,

2,

(-

tifitates, {0 be kuown as grades A and B.

|

.. “+There should be two grades of third-class cer- !

the East Middlesex Teachers’ Assosiation, and that
"cach grade be granted for two years.”

Halton Association, Oct., 1876 ;—

“ Recommend the formation of another grade
-of certificates midway between the present third
"and second, to continue in force six years and to be
{ renewable.

““Candidates should be permitted to take a
ortion of the subjects at one examivation, thus
' dividing the work into at least two sections.”
Plympton Association :—

' ““Subjects for first and sccond-class candidates
ibe divided, so as to extend over three exam-
| inations.”

Waterloo Convention, Jaun., 1877 :—

““'That an intermediate grade between third and
second should be established.”

Two points scem to meet general favor, that

|
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" “That totho subjects at present required for{there be an intermediate grade between second and




