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THE ECCLESIASTIC

fitted to preacrve nnimpaired that houd of peace
which should ever connieet the Sension and the
congregation, than when the meinbers of the one t
are found coming to the houses of the wembers
of tho other—not with tho cousequential xir, and
chilling stitfuesa of the mere ecelesiastical ofli
cinl, but with all the freshness aud tervour of a
wann and generous friend.

2. Itis tho duty of Elders especially to risit |
thone 1who are in vicknexs. 1

Thix is the very esxency of pare religion and
undofiled Lefors God, “ to visit the fatherless and ¢
widows in their afliction.”  'To cevery nicinber
of the General Assanbly on the right lund of
tho thruno of fudgment, will it bo said, «§ was
sick and yo visited ne.”  In a acuse, then, this
duty sppertaing to every genuine professor of ro-
ligion, but cepccially docs it fail within the proe
vince of Elders. ‘They are oxpected, as wo havo
seen, to act tho part of shepheids; and it
kind of shepherd would that be, who would al-
low any to remain *“weak and sickly,” amnong
the flock, without ondeavouring to relieve them.
How docs the great shepherd of tho sheep act?
“ 1 will seck that which was lost, and bring
again that which was driven away, and will hing
up that which was broken, and strengthen that
whick wus sick” It was his uniform practice,
an ho went about doing good, to go to the house
of mourning—to frequent tho couch of sickness
and to pour into the wounded spirit the balm of
consolation. ‘F'o the under shepherd, in this re-
spect, he has left an example.

_‘This dnty devolves on the Elder even mare
than on the Minister. What naith the scripture ?
Is any man sick? 1ct him call for—is it the pre-
siding pastor 2—no ; ho has many other duties to
occupy him, which may often prevent his prompt
attendunco. Ix any man sick, then, says Jamen,
et hin call for the Elders of the Church, and
let them pray over him.” Thero aro some peo-
ple dingly unre ble. They wont be
aatisfied unless a minigter be constantly an their
threshald ; and should they be unwell, if hie pays
not a daily visit, it is & grievous oversight, L.t
sucht reruember what a minister's duty principal-
ly is. We do not by any means depreciate the
importance of visiting, when we give it as onr
ducided opiniun, gathered from a carcfal pernsal
of what the Bible says on the matter, that a wmin-
ister’s primary dnty is to preach the Gospel,  He
is expected to give himself to prayer, and 10 the
ministry of the Word, o is cujoined to give
attendanco to reading—to exhorintion—to dac-
trine—10 meditate on these thinas —to give him-
self whally 1o them, that his profiting may appear
unto all”  How is it passible for Niis profiting to
appear unto all, if his time be frittered away in
a continunus string of visits 7 If, in this mauter,
he would have all speak well of him, ho mnst
either keep the congregation an spare dict on the
Sabbath, or prematurely exhanst his physieal and
mental energgies.  We do nat mean 1o suy, that
2 minister shonld not visit the people in general,
or the sick in particular.  ‘This he ancht to do
asmuch as lies in his power; and it will he
found that, often, application, like a plonghshare,
breaks wp the fatlow-gronnd, and constracts fur-
rows for the reception of the incorruptible sced.
The season of sickness ic ofien the most favora-

ble for the production of scrious impressions.— *
But we do #ay, that a penple shanld inahe allow- |
anee for their minister, if he does not visit them
as often as they nuht wishe=and consider the |
visit of a pious and jndicions Elder as an equiva- |
lent.

\We wonld take this apportunity, alze, of al- .
uding to the fact, that the members of n congre-
gatiou often complain hoth of nunster and eld-
ers not visiting them i sickness, when they are
kept in utter ignorance of their heing sick at all
Lot such find an answes to their mmurmurings in
the scripture inpunction—.« Is any wan sick, '~
him cail for the Elders” Solong as they ao
not think it worth while to give the slightest
call, they bave no right or reason to find fanit.

The negleer, on their part, of an express Bibla
order, shonld satiafy them at onco us to the side
on whieli the blame lies.

d. Flders shoulil take a watehiu! oversight of
wniy i tho cotrrrogation who <hew u temdeney to
buchslide, They should reprove, rebuke, and
exhort, with all lengesutfering  ‘Fo thon pecn-
linely is the cotmmand  addressed==ts Thow shalt
in anywise rebuko thy nerghbour, and not soft
for st upon hai One memde ¢ i arrevatar in
his attendance  at Churdh=abzent  altogether
withant any satisfactory reseon, and, at best, one
ly & halt’ day hearer.  Another is indulging, it
may be, inits inciprent singes, that viee whieh
has proved the prolific root of all evil—filling
our prisons, and nsyluns, nd cometeries, with
blunched  and bloated mnates = depriving e
Chureli of somo of 1s apparently choieest mem-
bers, and society of its most attractive ornae
inente—shivering the very pinnacles in the tem-
plo of religion, and threatening 1o invade the
sanctity of the Holiest itself, and drag recling
victims from the very homs of the altar:~ho is
given to intemperance. . Whatever be the canse
of backaliding, it is the bounden duty of the El-
der to call the offender to account, and, accond-
ing to the nature and degree of the offence, o
administer the word of gentle caution, friendly
admonition, or stern voproot,

3. In conneetinn with this we may state, that
it is the duty of Ellers, in their collective capa-
city, to administer the discipline of the Church.
It wast the cnstom with the Jews, prior to the
cclebration of the Passover, to remove all the
feaven from their houscs,  So tho Corinthian
Church, in which an impure member had heen
admitted, aro ordered to ¢ purge ont from amongst
them the old leaven” (8. e. of impure commu-
nion.) Tt is epecified as ane of the most favour-
ablo features in the character of the church at
Fphesus, “thou canst not bear them that are
esil”

Tt was onc of the greatest glories,” writes
Bishap Burnet, a prominent peolato i the Church
of England at the perind of the Revolutiont  of
the primiuve cliureh, that they were so governed
that none of their members could sin openly
without a public ecnsure, and a long separation
from the holy connaumon, which they judged
was defiled by a promiscuous admitting of all
persons to it.  Had they consulted the ans of
policy they would not have held in converts by
such a striet way of procecding, lest their dis-
cantent inight have driven them away at a time
when 1o be a Christian was attended with so
many discouragements, that it might scan dan-
gerous, by a0 severe a discipline, to frighten the
world ent of their commuion.  But the pastors
of that time resolved to follow the mles deliver-
ed themby the Apostles, and trusted God with the
suceess whieh nuswered and exceeded all their
expectations.  For nothing convineed the world
mare of that redigion, thun to sce those trusted
with tho care of sonls wateh so effvctually over
their nanners, that some gins which, in these
lowse ages in which we live, pass but for come
mon offeets of hann fralty ; men were made to
abstamn from the Comunion for mavy years,
and dud cheerfully submit to such rales as might
be teoly anedicnal for curing thuse diseases in
their minds.””

5. A viglant oversight of the young in the
cangregation, 15 another important clement in
the faithfu) cecupuney of the Elder's office. The

connvand was wiven twice by the Master to Pee

ter, “ Feed my lamhs”  He who feeds his flack,
like a Shepherd, gathiers the lambs in his anns,
and he desires the Flders of the Chuteh 1o pay
specind attention tothem,  They are choice vie-
tms—shining marks for the rearing lion—amld
therefare hie desires them ta be strictly guarded.
1t becames the Elders of the Church to establish
and enconrage schonls for the religions trniug
of the young 3 themselves, if nced be, to act as
superintendents, or teachers, or visitors ; and by
overy maang in their power to impressan inclina-
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{ tion onthe youthful mind to tho side of God,und

;:m"ill\\.'l:l.

We wonld be tar irom dethrenng the parent
{ from hic legitimate posion. God says to ove
{ vry parent, a< did the duaghiter of Phacaal to the
i wether of Moses, «Fahe thiaelild and bring i
up for e Noone 1 at hibenty to atep between
the divinely appeawnted goardian and that child,
atid to issume i resputril ity which eannot by
transferred  Sull, an Blder of pety and taet,
may prove  namalvable assistant to a purent in
¢ the up Lringing of s olfspring s whide on the
ather hand, a parent's ifluenee, of wisely direet-
edomay have a0 most healthy reeaction on the
Elder in his seltfadenging labiouss.

Cader this head fall, 10 be jucluded, Bible
Cluages, wlich are imtended 1o form 2 receptueds
for those who lase  onteprown  the  Sabbml
Scheol. The pentod of youth strctelung upwards
from fouitean o twenty, and beyomd it, ix most
eritival.  ‘T'he passions then are strongest—oji-
posinge principles steaggede for the mastery—char-
acter ix in process of formation.  Tnthis country
espeeially, a spirit of hanghty and heedless inde-
pendence is ofttimes induced, which has proved
the curso of many 2 community, eaten as doth
canker inte the peaco of many a family, and led

_the impetuous youth, disdaining the slender ro-
straintg of parent and teacher, in braggadocio
atyle, to exelnim, *with our tongues will wo
prevail s our lips are our own—wlio is lord over
us?” Tt is of great consequence to have this ro-
biellions spirit entbed—the parsions reined in—
the principles properly developed and directed,
and the character, when heing formed, subjected
to the operation of wholesomo influences.—
Classes for commumnicating religtious instruction,
are most advantageous for those who have ad-
vaneed to this stage in the journey of life. In
the absance of ministers, or when, from circum-
stances, they are prevented, elders may do much
in the way of establishing such classes, and keep-
ing them in healthful and vigorous excrciso, In
connection with this department of duty, more
than ordinary caro and calture are requisite, so
ax that interest may be excited, and respect pro-
duced.  ‘Tho eravings of the mental appetite,
when in it mast excitable state, st bo satiated
uot by the presentation of a stoue, or what the
Israclites contemptuously ealled «light bread,”
tat by whatsover is good for fond, and pleasant
to the eye, and to be desired to make men
wise,

It may be also remarked under this particular,
that Elders may accomplish not a little in the
way of informing ministers of young men coming
to their churches, and securing for them situations,
or introducinyg them to a cirele of acquaintance-
ship, where their minds and morals may bo
unitedly benelitted, and « practical guaranteo
be supplicd for their preservation fram the tempt-
atieng of idlencss, and the huws of the de-
stroyer.  For want of such fricndly countenance
and seasanable imroduction, many young men
liwve had their prospects for fife blasted.  Falling
amongst those who have no fear of God beforo
their eves, their maral sensibilities have been
blunted—their desires after improvement stran-
gled—their seruples of conseience tarned into
ridicale, till at length bereft of rudder, com-
pass, ballast, and pole-star, they are swept into the
vortex ot ruin, and make shipwreck of the faith,
and of 2 good conscience.  Were the Elders of
the Churel as fertilo in expedients for engaging

L the attentton and eaciting the interest of such

< Dopeful subjeets, as are the children of thisworld
in entrapping them, the ranks of the Captain of

Salvation woeuld be swelled, and wo would have

less reason to snourn over the record of moral
wreeks, more deplorable hy far than the most
thickly clustered bills of sortality, '

6. An Elder should organize and ennducet
dovotivnal mcetings of a socinl description.—
Prayer is absolutely casential to the Chris-
tian’s being and  well-being. Tt is o the
soul as the spring 10 the wateh—the sidam




