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THE INDIAN

The palankcen is about six feet long by two and a half
wide, and scrves at night-time for a bed, in the day-time for
apulour.  In the front part of the interior is fitted a broad
shelf, underncath which a drawer pulls out, and over the
shelf a net is stretehed, such as we see in travelling carringes.
In the after part, as g3 sailor would call it, there is gencrally
fixed a shelf for books, a net for fruit or any lvose articles,
and hooks for hats, caps, towels, angt other things.  There
are two doors, or sliding partitions on cach side, fitted with
Venetian blinds in the upper pannel; and in cach end of
the palankeen are placed two little windows.  Many travel-
lers choose to have a lamp fixed in one corner, with a glass
face turned inwards, but trimmed from without, cither for
reading or for sleeping by—for your Indian must always
have a light to sce how to shut his eyes, as Pat saidh  The
bottom, or scat, is made of strips of rattan, like that of a
chair, over which is Iaid a Jight clastic mattrass, made cither
of horse-hair, or, which is still better, I believe, of the small
shavings used in dressing the bamboo and rattan.

Across the palankeen, at a distance of a foot and a Il
from the end, is hung a flat square cushion, buttoned tightly
from side to side, for the traveller's back to rest against ;
while his feet are prevented from slipping forwards by a
eross-bar, similar in principle to the stretchers in a boat,
against which the rowers plant their feet.  “This bar, which
slides up and down in slits cut at the sides of the palunkeen.
is capable of being shitted nearer to or further from the end,
aceording to the length of the voyager's legs, orto hiis choice
of position.  In the space behind the cushion or rest for the
back, are stowed away, in the day-time, the sheets, blankets,
pillow, and other night-things; and in the net above, two
or three changes of clothes, in case of any accident scparat-
ing the traveller from his heavy baggage. In the drawers
may be kept shaving articles, and such nick-knacks as a
ecmpass, thermometer, sketch-book.  On the shelf behind,
a few books—amonyg which, of course, will be found a road-
book and a Hind 1ce vocabulary—jostling with a tea-pot
and sugar-canister.  Under the mattrass, an infinity of small
things may be hid, provided they be flattish.  In cach cor-
ner of this moving housc are placed little round sockets for
hottles and glasses,  Many other odds and ends of comforts
and conveniencics suggest themselves as the journey advances,
or may be found cut and dry in expensive palankeens, 1
tpeak merely of what mine possessed, and it was a very or-
dinary affair—cheap and strong, and not teoheavy.  Along
the top, on the outside, is laid a wax-cloth cover, which,
when not in use, is rolled up; but in rainy weather, or when
the night air becomes chilly this cloth is let so loose as to
envelope the whole palankeen.

At cach end there is fixed a single strong smooth bar,
which rests on the bearers' shoulders.  This pole, which is
somewhat thicker than a man’s arm, is possessed of none of
the elasticity which gives such an unpleasant motion to a
sedan chair, being secured tightly to the corners of the pal-
ankeen by iron rods.  To one of these poles there is gen-
erally suspended a beautifully shaped rattan basket, holding
a goblet or water pitcher, which is still further defended
from injury by an open tracery of split rattans, resembling
not a little the work in relief on the buttresses and pinnacles
of Henry VII's chapel in Westminister Abbey.  This
goblet is hung in front, that the dew that exudes from its
pores may be evaporated by the current of air it encountess
as the bearers move on ; and thus, even in the hottest wea.
ther, a cool draught of water may always be obtained.  Une
der the pole Wehind are hung a tea-kettle, coffee-pot, and a
curious but uscful kind of wash-hand basin, imported from
China, of a cylindrical shape, made of wood highly var-
nished.

Some people add 2 brace of pistols to the vquipment of
their palankecn; and 1 preferied, if it came to the puth,
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rather to he robbed in peace, than to fight a pitched battle
with desperadoes about a trumpery wateh, or a handful of
pagodas. At the very best, one could only hope to repelthe
boarders, and perhiaps put one or two of' them to death § in
return for which, a broken pate, or & slice with a grass-cut-
ter's knife, would remain as lasting evidences of the travel-
ler's prowes in jungle.  As for tigess, I was assured that in
ninety-nine cases in a hundred, they are quite as glad to
make oft’ from man as man is gld to get off from them ;
and in truth their instinet must be but small, or their hune
ger inordinately great. if they have not learned by this time,
that Mr. Homo is much mare than a match for Mr. Brute,
with all his claws and teethe  Of this fact I saw ample
proofs in the course of my journey, as I shall kave occasion
presently to relate in deseribing 2 great native festival near
Seringapatam, where animals really wild, and not such tame
creatures as are to he seen in our mishamed ¢ wild beast™
shows, were exhibited and baited for our edification, within
twenty-four hours after being caught in the forest.

If the journcy to be made in the palankeen be a short
one, say thirty or forty miles, it may be run over in the
night, with oaly one stop, during which the bearers light a
fite and diess their supper.  Including this delay, 1 have
made, between cight in the evening and halfopast six in the
morning, a journey of {full forty miles—that is, from Mad-
ras to the Seven Pagodas, or Mahabalipooiam, the city of
the great god Bali.  On ordinary occasions, for short dis-
tances between house and house, when you are going out to
dinner, only a couple of men run under each pole, and at
such times the palankecen is earried ar the rate of four or five
miles an hour.  But on journeys, there ate generally three
men to cach pole, which employs six men out of the twele,
while the others run by their side, ready to relieve their
companions at intervals.  During the whole time they are
in progress, they make a noise which is not casy to describe.
Sometimes it consists of a long, deep, but slightly varied
groan, in which the whole party join to carrect time.  Most-
1y, however, the men in front use one kind of groan or grunt,
which is answered by another from those behind.  ‘These
sounds often approach to a seream, and frequently include,
words of warning against stones in the way, or pools of
water; but these are articulated so indistinetly, that it is
dilicult to catch them. 1 remember one exclamation fre.
quently used, ¢ Kurab high 1 Qccasionally, when it is wish-
«d to make a great exertion, the leader of the song sudden-
Iy calls out sume such word as « Shabash!” to which every
one answers, and away they spring at double speed, while
the tone of the musie, so to call it, is changed from a dull
sart of grumbling bass, to an angry and shavp intonation,
mixed with something almost insulting or reproachful in
its tone.

POETRY AND SCULPTURE

James Montgomery, in his lectures on poetry and general
literature, thus Is for the pre-emi of poctry over .
sculpture :— .

“ Poctry is a school of sculpture, in which the art fiour-
ishes, not in marble or brass, but in that which outlasts
bath—in letters, which the fingers of a child may write or
Llot: but which, once written, Time himself may not be
able to obliterate; and in sounds, which are but passing
breath, yet, being once utteted, by possibility, may never
cease to be repeated.  Sculpture, to the cye, in palpable
matcrials, is, of neeessity, ccnfined to a few forms, aspects
and attitudes. ‘The poct’s images are living, breathing,
moving creatures: they stand, walk, sun, fly, speak, love,
fight, fall, labour, suffer, dic—in a word, they are men of
like passions with oursclves, undergoing all the changes of
actual existence, and presenting to the mind of the reader
solitary figures, or complicated groups, more casily (for
words are better recollected than shapen substances,) and in.




