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The Great Sllence Mateh,

The match was arrsuged on
tho following basis : Me, Hunn
offored to bet Mr, Banka that
Mrs. Bairks could keep abso-
lutely silent longer at a single
stretch than Mes, Haan,  Mr
Banks satd ho did not know
much about Mrs. Hunn's capa-
city as a tatker, but ho folt cer-
tain that Mrs, Banks couldn’t
hold her tongue for ton minutes
excepring when sho was asleep,
and evon then she always talked
a little. So it was agreed to
make a trial, Hunn to pay for
a silk dress if Mrs. Banks spoke
first, and Banks to pay for it if
Mrs. Hunn spoka first.  When
the match was proposed Mr.
Hunn suggested that the con-
testants should go into training,
but Banks protested, upon the
ground that if Mrs. Banks got
to trying too hard to keep quite
it would kill her. The countest
took piace in Mr. Hunn's dining
room, the too ladies sitting op.
pusite to each other. When the
signal was given Mrs. Banks
was in the midst of somo ro-
marks about the cheapness of
calico, but she broke off short,
and by holding her hand over
her mouth resolutely,suppressed
a powerful imptlse to finish the
sentence, Thero was profound
si'ence for ten minutes; and
then Mrs. Hunn started to say
something,but remembering her-
self, she turned it off by pretend-
ing that she was clearing her
throat. Mr. Hunn cluimed the
stakes upon the giound that it
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his parents to come out, and
when he saw him ahappy though.
struck Banks, Ho went out
and paid Mra. Jones, next door,
a dollar to spank Harry, and to
do it in front of the window
whore Bre. Bunks sat. When
Mr, Hunn saw Mrs. Banks
charge though the aide-door
upon Mrs. Jonos ho fult that he
might as woll throw up the
oponge ; but as Mrs. Jones suo-
coeded in goetting away bufore
the indignunt wmother reached
her, sud ss Mrs, Banks found
that she could expend her fury

was a foul, but Banks objected.
Then Hunn, with mali.nant in-
genuity, atarted a discussion with
Banks about spring bonnets,and
as they talked it was noticed that Mrs. Huan had
to hold on tightly to tho chair to restrain her-
self, whilo Mrs. Banks was absolutely pale from
suppressed emotion.

This having failed, Banks turned the conver-
sation on the infamous price of butter, with a
diabolical purpose to strike Mrs Banksin the
weakest point.  Violent twitchings were ohserv-
able about the muscles of her mouth, and Banks
felt certain for 8 moment that he was going to
win; but Mrs. Bankssrddenly arose and pounded
the dinner table half a dozen times vigorously
with her fist and this seemed to give great relief
1o her feelings.

Mrs. Hunn meantime had her fingers in her
ears. She nized that as her only hope.

Sm Joux: ¢ Wi, Tuey xever Ler vr”

‘the incapacity of servants, and of the awful
.dimensions of their wages, fullowed; but both
contestants held out, although 3Mrs. Hunn rushed
‘to the cupboard, and getting a piece of paper,
wrote on it: ‘‘I must acream! Is screaming al-
lowed]” Banka eaid it wasu't, and then Mr.
- Hunn burst into an extravagant eulogy of Murs.
" Hunn's present servant-girl, with such effect that
: Mrs. Hunn became partly hysterical. And then
: Hunn, with unparalleled brutality, actually ex
! pectorated right upon the carpot. Mrs. Hunn
: bounded from her chair aud shook her fist at him
.and when he laughed she flew round the room
&t the rate of sixty knots an hour, disheveling
[ her backhair and hehaving wildly. Huno thought
{sho woulGé succnmb, but she didn't. Bunks's
little Harry was playing in the yard, waiting for

by indulgence in frantic panto-
mime oxpressive of hor purposs
to annilnlate the entire Junes
fuwnily, Banks began to feel leas
contident.  Half an hour and
both contestants held out brave:
ly. Mr. Hunn saw that a singlo
baeld stroke would give the vic.
tory to wither one sido or the
other. Heo rang the bell on the
table. Mrs. Hunn's chawmber.
matd came in. She was rather
uncommouly good- lovking, and
Mrs. Hunn was—well homely.
Aathe girl entered, Hunn, brute
and rufliun that he was, went
up to ber, put his arm around
h. e waist and kissed her. Mrs.
Hunn grov white about the lips,
and her fout beat a wild tattoo
upon the fluor. Then Hunn
chucked the chambermaid under
the chin and kissed her again.
With one bound Mrs. Huan
leaped between thewn, and, hurl-
ing tho girl aside, she screamed :
 Out of this house this instant,
you hussy ! or I'll break every
bone in your body!" And then
turning to Hunn she said: *“Who
wants your old silk dress, any-
how ! Then she followed the
chambermaid from the room in
a fury. Bauke gave in—he had
lost ; but as he went home he
whispered to Hunn; ‘You've
won, old fellow ; bu: I wouldn't
be in your place for the amount
of the Canadian North.weat rebellion debt.”

¢ Madam, in order to treat your disesse suc-
cessfully, I n,ust know your ago,” said a physi-
cian to a spiaster.

“W.h-at! Are yon going to ask me how old
[am{”

“*Oh, no; all I wanted to ask you was how
young you are.”

“1 really don’t know. The family Bible
strayed off somowhere. and I can’t tell.”

¢“That's enc:gh! Iknow all that I want to,”
replied the doctor, as ke wrote out a prescription
fur a person 635 years of age.

The gicls want tho papers, of course—for court
reports and marry-time news.

A brief discussion of the hired-girl question, of

SAINT JOHN DYE WORKS,
94 Princess St.

Dyver & Cleaner of Wearing Agparel.

LADIES' DBESSES DYRD

without heing taken apart.

FEBATHERS DYED IN ALL SBADES.

C. E. BRACKETT, Psopristor.
PATTON BROS.,

Importers and Dealers in

Forelgn & Domestic Liquors & Cigars
Saxv's Brocx, 16 Warme Sraxxr, St. Joun, N.B.
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Other Pame ordered
to “ Move off.”’

160 PRINCE WM. STREET.

City Dining
| C. ﬂ. HIILX.,

Denler in P. E. Island, Shedinc, Providence Rixer,
and all kinds of FANCY OYSTERS.]
v+ Meals and Lunches served at all hours.  Pastry,
Cukes anud Ice Cr-ams,ind ull the Delicacies of the
Svaxon. Catering for Wedding Parties, Balls, &c.,
“at the shortest notice and on the most reasonable
§ terms
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Restauiant,

J. EEMP,
Importer and Decaler in

. Tobaccos, Havana and Domestic Cigars.

A goo.l assortment of Smokers’ Goods in Pipes,
H Pouches, &c.

1 PORTILAND BRIDGE, N.B.



