VIEWS OF CUBA IN THIS NUMBE\R.

One Year of Free Cuba.
(From the Literary Digest

With enthusiasm similar to that which
marked the inauguration of the Cuban
republic last year, the Cubans, on May
20th, celebrated the
first anniversary of
theirindependence.
“It is doubtful
whether any other
republic of modern
times ever entered
upon its caieer as
easily and success-
fully as Cuba has
done,"’ remarks the
New York World ;
and the Brooklyn
Standard Union de-
clares that ‘‘ Cuba
has established a
record among La-
tin-American re-
publics, for none of
them can compare
with her in respect
to the auspicious
circumstances that
mark her first anniversary.” Secretary
Root, who recently returned from a
visit to the island, says in his despatch
of congratulation to President Palma that
the year's work has ‘‘confounded the
enemies of Cuba and strengthened the
courage and hope of her friends.” The
$500,000 net surplus left in the treasury
when General Wood turned over the
Government to the new officials last year,
has been increased a little over four times,
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the amount in t' e treasury on March 31st
being nearly %2,700,000. The public
order has been admirably maintained,
with the exception of strike riots in
Havana, the kind that frequently oc-
cur in the United
States. The educa-
tional facilities
have been increas-
ed, sanitation has
been maintained,
and other improve-

ments of many

kinds are being
provided.
L
To show how
thoroughly the

Government is sus-
tainingthe sanitary
measures, it is point-
ed out that the
death-rate, per
thousand, is the
lowest in the his-
tory of the island,
beiag 21.19, while
in Washngton it is 21.21. Trade has in-
creased considerably. We learn from an
article in the New Vork Tribune that the
tobacco crop has not been satisfactory
because of unfavorable weather, but that
the sugar crop has been second largest in
the history of the island. The Cuban legis-
lature, though having had no experience
in legislation and therefore working slow-
ly, has passed the reciprocity treaty, the
$35,000,000 loan bill, and a tariff bill,




