
LE COURRIER DU LIVRE

advice. That in Lower Canada became a controlling power.
The representatives of the people could debate and vote, but
there were no means of carrying out their decisions.

Our Parliament had at this time existed for nearly thirty
years, with nominally all the powers of the British flouse of
Commons; but iii the long period when our insufficient
revenue required that a large portion of the "Civil Liist," or
expenditure for provincial purposes, should be paid from the
Military Chest-that is, the British Treasury, through the
Commissariat-the Assembly could hardly question the
expenditure, or its particular distribution.

I shall in this article use the words "Canadian ", and
"Eiglish ", as the French use them, and according to our
common acceptation here,- the first meaning none but
French Canadians; and the second, all who are not French
Canadians. With the call upon the Assembly to provide for
the Civil List, came the protest that culminated in 1837. The
Assembly was Canadian, and, acting upon its positive right,
demanded that ail the revenue of the Province, should be
placed at its disposal. The official body, including sinecurists
and pluralists, hein i mostly English in nuinbers, and more
80 01 the pay-list, instinctly foresaw reduction for their order.
The Legislative Council, not a mere obedient appendage like
the Legislative Councils of our day, or the "Senate", was a
vigorous English body; and, taking part with the office-
holders, put itself in direct antagonism to the Assembly. A
great portion of the legislation demanded by the people
through the Assembly was thrown ont by the Council, till
in the end there was an accumula ;ion of over three hundred
bills, passed by the Lower House, and thrown out by the
Upper; aud various governmental irregularities vere con-
mitted, against conti nued remonstrances.

The constant demand of the Assembly for a Il the revenue,
was met by tardy concessions by the Biitish Government
year after vear, only to increase irritation ; till in the end,
as should have been in the beginniing, all was surrendered.
Then came the voting of supplies. 'Plie Assembly, havi ng
no other check on the Government, on the office holders,
insisted on voting salaries annually and separately to each
service or individual. The Governor, supl)orted by the
Council, insisted that they should be voted en bloe,-in a
lump sum-and for a terin of years, to be devided by the
Executive; aid thus the conduet of publie affairs becane so
insufferable that, in 1828, a deputation fromn Canadins
(there had been deputations in former years) carried home
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