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tion of the invisible, appears to have been almost as xvide as the
race itself, and has found expression iii neariy ail the various
faithl; which. have secured an existence in the past. IlShow us
the Father and it sufficeth us," wvas not only the prayer of
Philip, but the, teachings of ail comparative religions point to
this longying and antitipation for a further revelation of God,
as the deep, and abiding-, unspoken prayer of humanity itself.
The inventions of the countless idols which the world's pagran-
isms have fiirnishied, appear, in their best forrn, to be a mighty
effort to bridgre the guif of -sepration betwveen m--tn and God,

anda rûpingi o£ the human mind for a representation of the
Infinite, whichi nature and reason utterly fail to supply.

IlEvery nation," says iNacKay, "that has advanced beyond
the most elementary conceptions, has feit the necessity of an
attempt to fill the chasm, reai or iimaginary, separating man
from God; " and again, Ilmen cannot worship a mere abstrac-
tion; they rýequire some outward fori in which to clothe their
conceptions and enlist their sympathies." III need a, God," said
a learne:i Pagan, Ilwho can speak to me, and lead me." This
is a colamon, and universal conviction, and accounts for "the
irresisti' 'le tendency in the race to personify the Supreme
Being."

Says a distingruished writer on comparative theology, IlBe-
hind ail the searehings of humanity are seen the distinct ont-
lines of a man-a man in the iikeness and rnajesty of God, and
that the entire reiigious history of the worid has been a pro.yer
for a living and personal M:1ediator." The universal conscious-
ness of guilt and the feit need of some sacrifice to propitiate
the unseen, has also heen one of the most reai and influentiai
elemrents in the religlous career of the past generations. This
sense of guilt and condemnation and attempted reconciliation
by sacrifice, stands written out across ail the ages of mankind's
tronbled life, in characters so large and deep, that they defy al
the obliterating waves of time to wash out the crixuson and
gloorny page. «'I consider sacýtrifice," says Madame de Staël,
"the basis of ail religrion." «Sacrificial atoneinent, especialiy

atonement by biood,ý" says MacKay, <has ever been the great
religions idea."-


