
yackt. As hie lighited a gas jet three wooden coffins became
visible; two 011 the.brick floor, the third laid acroqs the others.
The toprnost one wvas that of George Whitefield. The upper
palt of the cover of each coffin was hinged, and could be turned
back, revealing the dessicated skeleton within. That of White-
field was in an excellent state of preservation, consîdering that
for mocre than a century it bas slumbered i that narrow vault.
By a cistomn ««more honoured in the breach than the observ-
ance," the visitor is peranitted to take the skull in bis hand and
noralize-IIatnlet-wise, if hie like-upon this mernento of mor-
tality. I did. not avail. myseif of the privilegé -it seenied to me
a soit of saerilege-but I laid my band revereiitly upon the noble
brow which had been the home of sucli burning and soul-stirring
fboiug(hts. As one stands by that open coffin and gazes on the
monldering remains of the mightiest of modern preachers,thoughts
of the greatness and littleiiess of mana fill the sou]. 0f him who
once flamed ]ike a seraph through two hernispheres, and swayed
the thousands who hung upon his speech as the wvind the waving
gmos, naiighIt earthly rernains save this hiandful of dust.* But
tlds Nve feht was not Whitefield. This wvas the niere tabernacle
of the holy and consecrated sou]> which, having proclaimed like
an ange] the everlasting Gospel on earth, now "Iadores and burns
before the throne."

I like not this custom. of exposixig the bones of the prince of
prechers. It saveurs of Protestant relic--,vorship. It may lead
to morbid sentirnentality. The sexton stated that a celebrated
xivalist, wvhen holding services recently in the church, used to
go down every niighlt near midnight, and, in spite of remonstrance,

taigthe skull in his haud, maunder about 11dear George White-
fiel.1>

A littie box lying on the coffin lias a curieus history. Some
relie-mouger by stealth. abstracted a bone of the fore-arm. and
nonveyea it to England. Twenty years after, stung by compuue-
flon, on bis death-bed, lie gave direction that it should be re-
stoied. So the sextoia ex-,plains that, while Whitefield crossed
teAtlantic thirteen tirnes. his arm. crossed it fifteen times.

In the cliapel above are portraits of ail the pastors of the churcb,

*Expende Hannibalem : quot libras in duce sumnmo
Invenies?

-7uvenal, Sat. x. vv. 7-S.I

An .Old Col&nial Pilg7r-iaje.


