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M~r. Dio» said titat ai Ottawa the station i neter wvas tise.I
to chieck off the record-, uf ail thc other inettrs. The total re.tJ-
iimgs of tie custoîîîerb* iiitterb werc compared tvith the record of
the station mclter, and Ille dîffercuace betwccîî the two siîowcîl

Othe wvaste and tic ainounit ont on fiat rates.
Mr. Wrighît (Reifrett), said tue nmuter rccords of hlis coin-

pany wcrc kept iii -. book, two pages being devoteti to a cus-
tonmer. -t'i siiowiiug the record of cadi customner auid fincter.

Mr. Browiîe said tit by tiîc card sysîcîn adopted by lus
Companiy, cacli reading of tire custonter %%as sliown for Ille icar,
aud asiy change of limeîr was îiotcà on titis card. Tilt accolantb
wcrc first senit ont qtiaréeriy, foilowing the rule ii %ugul. %%ils
tit:e ga -.viiuiîany, but tiicy ciuanged to iontiuiy accotintb, and
alter a tinte tue cubtoiner got iiîto the wvay of paying niuiti!.

'Tilt change tvas satisfactory alikc to the custonier and tut coin
pany, as tit iuîîtiy bill was uuot. oniy casier tu>î>> but rite-
inontths of liîavy andi liglit consuntpfton could be readiiy coin-
pared wçith the saie months of prcvious ycars, -vliercas if zlie
bill ran for thrc nioutlis it wvas flot so easy to couuvince the
custonicr that tue sizc of tuc bill tas in proportion to lus actual
consuniptioîî.

.t\r. Dion, rcpiying to ýMr. Gossier, said it did flot mtatter
about tluc inuduction load, providec ire master meter useti in t
test wvas affectedtire same as the otîter -lieiers.

.Mr. Gossier saii ]lis conupany founi dluit to adjust the nîct.-r
to flire-quiartcrs of a loati was muore equitable to ail concerneil.

Mr. Dion said lie testcd to lialf a loati also.
Tire debate wvas then adjourncti to allow tue niembers to

take a trip over the Hainilton Radial Railway to Burlingtout
B3eachu, visiting enx route the powcr flouse of tire company, and
the power liouse of the Hamniltonu Street Railway. An excursionu
on the lake wvhicli liad been planîtet for the enuing wvas giveut
up owiiug to tht galc that blcw during the aftcrnoon anti
eveiiig.

Oui reasscnibliiug Thursday morniuîg the president brougiit
up tUic subject of the Legisiation Comnitcces propositionu to

(f c.eat a fund for kccping in toucli with, future legismatite
iwovenlits.

Mr. Ytulc suggcsted that tht compaîties sliouid bc asked to
contribtîte anmal subscriptions, ranging froni $io caclh down
to Si or $,and that a solicitor bc retaincd to watch utuatters.

Tue president wishicd it to bc thoroughly xindcrstooci tliat
thr conipanies wvere only filhting against unjust lcgislatioii.
aînd were not iuccessariiy opposed to any lawv tliat nuiglit bc
iiitroduced.

.NMr. WrTight (Toronto), niovcd, scconded by îNr. WVysc, thlu:î
Ille plan of annual subscriptions be czirried out, leaviiug the
<letails of thc plan to the committcc.-Carried.

Upon tire report oi tlîc nominatiiîg conuniittc the followiiig
werc cicîcil to compose tlie standing conuittcs of tilt ycar:

Comniittc on Statistics: J. A. Kainunecrr (eliairmuan), A.
A. Wright, Renfrew, and J. F. H. Wysc.

Conîiumittcc on \fcters.-A. A. Dion (chairman), E. E.
Cary and J. J. Wrighit (Toronto).

Coninxittce on Legislation.-J. J. Wrighit (chairman), B.
F. Reesor. C. B. liunt, Jolin Ytilc. H. R. Lcyden. A. A. Dionî.
WV. H. Comstock and A. L. Breitliaupt.

In a short discussion on the subjcct of firc iindlerwr-itcr5g
r.acs govcrning clectrical installations iii buildings Nir. Gosslur
sait the only placcs in Canada wherce the firc uiidcrwriters'rar
wec enforccd by tc local atîthorities wvcrc Winnipeg ani
Brandon.

'Mr. Woolsey gave tht gcneral practice in the Unitedi
Suates, whcrc in most cities; thec vi a double inspection oi
v6iring and othter clectrical installation. First, tire city lindt ils
inspector, wlio passcd tîpon tlîe wvork, and tiien Ille inistiraticc
coîtîpanies sent thîcir inspcctor to sec that ahl was riglît. ri
cithter inspector condemncd any part of the work it hati to bc
altercd.

Thc presiletit said the difficulty hetre %vas thtt hcre was lin
ctntrahizeti atîthority to whtont one could look to sec titat tc
rit-lcs frameti by the fire îinderwritcrs wce carricti out. It
would ic imniaterial wlietlicr the inspcctor waç appointed by a
city or by the insurance conipanies. Ht suggested îliat the
l'alie of Andrew Sangster be added to the comiiuec on this
sttbject.

Thtis stuggestion wvas adopted. the commitîc being cont-
poseti of NMcssrs. Gosslcr, Dion. Sadier andi Satngsttr.

Oi thei proposition of IN!r. Dion ut was uitaniitisly de-
cided tîtat Ottawa shlîod bc tire ncxt place of niccuing.

Oui mîotion of Mr. Leydetî, secouideti by Mr. Y nie, it w.us
decided to precit to Jaies Conînce, M.P.P., a stîitable tt.,ti-
îîunîialinu recognitiont of his services iii belialf of tue fair au'1l
euquitable legislation tlîat liad been obtaiitcd it Ontario for -lie
protection of clecriuc ligltt eompaies.

On mîotionî of M~r. Smithî tlîe usual grant wvas giveit to thtc
secretary.

Tue disctussioni on meters wvas tiien rcsuitîed by MN. WVright.
oi Montreai, wlîo coîîsîdered tîtat ait ainuîteter was as good a.%
a <lyîanîometer for aIl practicai purposes. Large atieterb
working on a snail ioad oitcn gave a ioss, anittt outeit uap-
perted titat alter miuîiglît a iieter would stop tltogtter. Soîne-
tmes a difference of 2o to 3o per cent. wouid bc recordcd in ai

bouuse lutter wurking ai differcaît biourg under the sanie nimber
oi lights.

.Mr. Leyden tiîouglît it was better to inspect meters on the
premises for the satisfactionî of the customers.

. Nr. Fisk said tîte companies paiti the Governîtient to kcep
tue public informcd on the subject of nteters, anti if tlîey tritil
to lîumor every custonier they would kecp tltcitiselves iii hot
watcr ail tue tiine.

Mr. Woolsey said the rule iii the United States was tliat
%-lierc tiiere wvas a doubt about the corrcctness of a utîcter Ilte
ctîstomcr might demaîîd a test. If on calling lin tite inspector
tire meter was founti correct tire custonter paid tire inspccîor*s;
fee of $i. but if it was flot correct the lighiting company paiti
tire $1.

Mr. Dion said that in Oti.. t he Govcrnmcnt Inspcctor
rtfuscd to inspect meecrs oit thr. premises. so that sucît a plaît
wvas out of tirc question.

Mr. Gossler saiti tlîat out of 3.000 customers o! his com-
ubiaîy (tic Royal Electrie Co.), tiiey liai flot tliirty coînplaints
in a wiîolc ycar. aitiîouglî they useti severai different makes
oif utteters.

M1r. B3rowni addcd tiat their practice xvas to, explain the
ilicclian~stn andtilt -working of the meter. as clcarhy as pos-
sible. and the customecr was nitore easiiy satisfied Mitcn taken
into the coinpany's confidence. On tic subject o! ineter rates.
lie explained titat the Royal Electric Co. liati tircc rates: leî,
a sintgle rate; 2nd, a rate fixed by a measuirement of tire first
itour pier lamp per day, andi for ail iii excess of titis a loiv
rate rclprcsenting the cost of production of current beyonti the:
first luour. Tluey look the nuniber of lamps in a place andi
iutltiplicti bY 30 days. from whiclî resuit, by dcdîucting the
suait of the flrst hutr's coîusuntiption, te cxccss coîtît be
thown. Tht maximti transformer capacity of caci customner
is dcecrnîincd. Tue titird nîctlod is tu charge a fixcd sum
per ycar, reprcsenting the cost of tite cnergy rcqîtircd to keep
in rcadiness to servc: the customer, plus a reîurn on tire plant
investeti in tlic customer's installation. Thuis rate wvas tusuahly
for large establishuments. Accotunts wvcre payable montltly.
inJ rio cometc tiade for less tian a year, wvhile abotut 2,000
qif iliir customers wcrc under a five years' contret.
Recotînts of iaips iii cîtstositers' prcnises wcre made front
luttec to tinte.

Mr. Wrighît (Toronito), saii luis companny scparated coin-
iticrcial ligliting Iroîxi residenitial liglitiutg, allowing a discount
nf I~o uter ccett. off the forntcr. anti 6o per cent, off tluè latter
rates. An allowancc is ntade to large consumners. Nfeters arc
iscd in al] cases.

Mr. Hecndcrsoi snii tîtat it Hanmilton, since the first of
Niay titis yenr, special inducentents liad been given Io mter-
chants for window lighting in tîte cvenings, and tluey fouii
tlle plan gcncrally appreciateti by tirenierchants anti public.
as il. gave the city a vcry attractive: appearance.

A iicarîy vote of thianks was given to 'Mr. Dion for bis
Yaluable Paper.

Mr. Hiart's paper on "Central Station \ccotinting." lvas
thien reati. This paper wvill appear in next issue.*

In tire aftcrnoon lte Nontinating Committcc stibmittzd
luit names o! candidates for tut Executive. to bc voted on the
folloiving day.

During tht discussion of Mr. Hiart's paper. it wvas decideti
tn rccommend to aIl] central stations a uniform systent of.
keeping accotints, andi a conîmittet. coniposeti of Mr. Hart
andi N.r. WVright, o! Rcnfrcw., m-as appointeti to draw «up a plan.


