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States; almost all of the members, it is sîid, were from Ireland, those especially of
the Carlisle Lodge. lat is wanted is a reliable statement of the earliert date at
which the Templar Order was first sractised in the various countries in which it now
exists. Tradition is what we have principally to rely upun as to our identity with
the ear y Order, and it is not inpossible bat that trAditiun is right, fîr it i- unreason-
able to suppose, looking to the men who in modern tines have been issociated witi
the Order, that they wilfully countt-nanced an imposition. Ntir cati it bu credited
that tie plain, honest, upriglht, but in many cases, illiterate men who handed dowa
Craft Masonry, committed the folly and w.orse than fol y, of inventing certain rites
and cerenonies, which, though b atîtiful in themselves, are entirely unmasonic in
their t, udencies.and tlien with an audacity thtat could have no paral-le, call themliselves
Knighats of the Temple. The idea is altogether beyî.nd belief Neither ca- I unmider-
stand how Freenasonry anr 1 the Order ofthe T mpile could ever becone amal--anated.
The former is of its very esse:ce cosmiopolitati ; the latter sprung fron an origin
ivliîi lb was of its essence chivalrie and lnightly. The trowel of tige Onte levelleid dis-
tinctit n, and spread the cent-nt of a uni' ersal frate rnmy. 'ise sworl and spurs of
the other could only be won by n.ble birth and heroie devd- in def-nce of the
Christian faith. Alas I that I slould say it! Wlhatdo half thet imna Wh1o aîre Temîplais
know or care for the early history of the Order; they mer. ly regard it as a MasoNic
degree they cai bu advanced to,wliich wili enable then to vttr another stai or Cross,
but the tiue nieaning of which tiey are satiAfied should bu as uninteligible to tIim
as Hebrew.

OIIJECT OF THE TEMPLAR ORDEI.

The qustior. naturally arises - What is the ioderi Ord-r of the Temple, and the
objtct of the institution ?' In g.-neral terms we can cotnfilently state tlhat it is ex-
clusitCly devoted to th- Chlistian religion, t-asîd upîon the bit th, life, detth, and
resurrection of christ, without sectarianism, and desugn d to elevt, matn to that
positiotn morally anîd socially, whiclh God intends man should aspire to and reaci.
It is actuatud by tht- purest pr incipl-s of Christian philanithrop), p-rf,1 une nuerted
wit.a polities, and althougli forning no part of m-ere syniaolie Nlasoniry, is an adapta-
tion of ali the tolerant principles of ( raft Masonry to a systein of Christian appli.a-
tion, takiig for its mode! the moral attributes of the il tustriotu, religious and nmilitary
Order of the middle ages. und althougi 1 ing elaim to a Kn ght'y succesion yet
without a vestige renaining of its original mightv power and iniltaentce, now re-pre-
sented by our pea-ceful but powerfuil Christian Socit-ty, whicli teaches andt exercises
the fillest and most tolt rant charity towards all in n, and, fron the priiciples -'f the
religion in whtset interest it has been perp tuated, it requires us to set our, faces
againast. vice aud intempeaance, to uiplhold the right, defenad the we.k and oppre-sed,
and su cour the destitute. Ltt it then bu no idle boa-t to say, we belong to an Order,
the menbers of which in olden lime, the great, the good, the nobl. and t he b.ave of
Chr str-ndom, were only too proud to call th miselves "Poor fellow-soldiers of Jesus
Christ," anid to the extent îof our ability, aid the oppoittnities off rdedi u-, deligstt to
pay homage anid follow precepts of the Great Captain, whose sworn s'ld.ers we are,
and that too by our our voluntarv act. 0f t is thee i no dubt, th. vows arC upo>n
us, anîd wiether we try to act in accordance vith tho-e vows or not, we cati in no
wise alter our position to that Great Captain unto whom so.-ner or later, as it pleas-th.

im, wt shall have to render an account 'I o you tlin, Preceptors of the Order,
teach, rs and ruers, I nost emuphaticilly -ay itbecomes %our bounden duty to observe
the strictest caution as to whom you a-muit into your Preceptoies u heu men are
banded tog-thier for any purpose. noble or otherwise, there will be those wlhoî will
seek admision for purely selfih purposes Do not all -w the exptdiiency of inîcreas-
ing your funds orof swelling ie ranîks of your Preceptosis to actuate your iotive- in
admitting tlose who irom mere cuiriosity or good ft-lbowhip seek tut join us; and as
is tins often the case by their conduct give cause to our enemies to revile and repudiate
our illustrious Order; an Order whichs lias ever rais d the j-alousv ana hatred of that
intolranut Chuici which does not admit the exercise of private judgmtent or the right
of free thought, and would still keep the human mid n the <la kness of error and
super.tition. The Itomish Church has been ever jealous of the Ma onic Soci ty, and
all oth rs coniected with it, dtreaditig the dangerous opposition to her unlawful
assuniption of authority hvliich the great secret organization condems and bantiî

The animosity th.at suddenly spruing up in the early part of iast century on the
part of the Papal authorities towards Fremnasonry may have lees occasioned b% the-ir
haviung only then discovered that their old antagonist, the Temp'ar order, was per-
petuatt-d within the secret recesses of the IMasonic Urder, and that the-n for the first
time the thtuders of the Romish Cnurch were directed at the peaceable and inoffen-


