INTRODUCTION

N undertaking to write a biography of Samuel

Champlain, the founder of Quebec and the
father of New France, our only design is to make
somewhat better known the dominant character-
istics of the life and achievements of a man whose
memory is becoming more cherished as the years
roll on.

Every one will admire Champlain’s disinterested
actions, his courage, his loyalty, his charity, and all
those noble and magnificent qualities which are
rarely found united in one individual in so promi-
nent a degree. We cannot overpraise that self-
abnegation which enabled him to bear without
complaint the ingratitude of many of his inter-
preters, and the servants of the merchants; nor can
we overlook, either, the charity which he exercised
towards the aborigines and new settlers; the pro-
tection which he afforded them under trying cir-
cumstances, or his zeal in promoting the honour
and glory of God, and his respect for the Récollet
and Jesuit fathers who honoured him with their
cordial friendship. His wisdom is evidenced in such
a practical fact as his choice of Quebec as the
capital of New France, despite the rival claims
of Montreal and Three Rivers, and his numerous
writings reveal him to us as a keen and sagacious
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