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candidates, have been some reason for concluding that
Mr. Mackenzie was beaten by a majority of legal
votes. Nothmw but a scrutiny could have settled
the point in dispute. There was said to. have been a
suspiciously large increase in the number of voters.
The unscrupulous influence of the Government in
the election, attested by the Earl of Durham’s Report,
is beyond question. Streetsville was the polling
place for the Second Riding of York; and violence
was apprehended on the day of nomination. A pro-
cession of Orangemen, an orcramzatlon with whom
Mr. Mackenzie was on ill terms, took plice; the
“Boyne Water,” « Protestant Boys,” and ¢ Croppies
Lie Down,” being played by the band. They after-
wards drew up. in line at a point where it was neces-
sary for Mackenzie to pass. Several were provided
with loaded fire-arms, on both sides. One Switzer, a
man of enormous muscular power, led the way through
the lines; and Mr. Mackenzie followed unharmed.
He delivered a speech much more calculated to excite
‘than to soothe the hostile crowd, and which shows that
the idea of the possibility of England losing the Pro-
vince by misgovernment was floating in his mind.*

# From this speech, dehvered on the 27th June, I give an extract: < When
T last met you here I told you the causes of our difficulties, ‘and showed you
how far they might be removed by the concBssions or interposition of the
British Government. I regret to say that all-the efforts of the Reformers
during the last two years have only gone toshow that the Government is above
all law; that a person, living in one of the streets of London is the autocrat
of Upper Canada; and that the people’s representatives have neither power
nor influence to promote education, encourage trade, redress grievances, secure
economy, or amend your laws and institutions. I have been diligent in the
~ Legislature ;. every proposition calculated to make you happier I have sup-
. ported ; and whatever appeared to me to be against popular government and




