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ing. In about half an bour they were ready to advance and meet me. This
they did in a semnicircle, having men on horseback galloping in circles,
shouting, singing and discharging fire-arms.

They then performed the dance of the " pipe stem," the stem was elevated
to the north, south, west and east, a ceremonial dance was then performed

by the Chiefs and head men, the Indian men and women shouting the
while.

They then slowly advanced, the horsemen again preceding them on their
approach to my tent. I advanced to meet them, accompanied by Mesrs.
Christie and McKay, when the pipe was presented to us and stroked by our
hands.

After the stroking had been completed, the Indians sat down in front of
the council tent, satisfied that in accordance with their custom we had
accepted the friendship of the Cree nation.

I then addressed the Indiana in suitable terms, explaining that I had
been sent by the Queen, in compliance with their own wishes and the
written promise I had given them last year, that a messenger would be sent
to them.

I had ascertained that the Indian mind was oppressed with vague fears;
they'dreaded the treaty; they had been made to believe that they would be
compelled to live on the reserves wholly, and abandon their hunting. and
that in time of war, they would be placed in the front and made to fight.

I accordingly shaped my address, so as to give them confidence in the in-
tentions of the Government, and to quiet their apprehensions. I impressed
strongly on them the necessity of changing their present mode of life, and
commencing to make homes and gardens for themselves, so as to be prepared
for the diminution of the buffalo and other large animals, which is going on
so rapidly. ,

The Indians listened with great attention to my address,7and at its close
asked an adjournment that they might meet in council to consider my
words, which was of course granted.

The Rev. C. Scollen, a Roman Catholic Missionary amongst the Black-
feet, arrived soon after froin Bow River, and informed me that on the way
he had learned that Sweet Grass, the principal Chief of the Plain Crees,
was out hunting and would not be at Fort Pitt, and that he was of opinion
that his absence would be a great obstruction to a treaty.

After consulting with my colleagues, I decided on sending a messenger to
him, requesting his presence, and succeeded in obtaining, for the occasion,
the services of Mr. John McKay, of Prince Albert, who had acccompanied
the Rev. George McDougall on his mission last year. e

In the evening, Lieut.-Col. Jarvis arrived with a reinforcement of the
Mounted Police, and an excellent band, which has been established at the
private cost of one of the troops.

On the I9th, the Commissioners, escorted by the Mounted Police, headed
by the bnd, proceeded to the Indian encampment.


