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It h (|iiestii>nablo \slKatier uny cunqiierod

foiintry was ever l)ultcr treated l»y its coiu|iier(irt

thun Cuiiudu; the peopk- were h-ft in couipU'tu
[mssussioii of their religion, nnd revenues tosu))-

port it— of their pro|»erty, laws, ensloins, and
manners; nnd even the deCencc of their country
is without ex])ense to thetn It would seem
as if the trouble and ex|)ense of (jovcrnnient was
taken off their hands, and as if they were loft lo

enjoy their own domestic comforts without a

drawback. Such is, certainly, the appearance
of the population ; and it is doubtful whether
our own favoured coninmnities are, politically,

ujorc happy.
• • * • .

Lower Canada is a fine country, and will

hereafter become populous and powerful, espe-

cially as the British and Anglo- American yo-
pulation shall How in more extensively, and
nnpart more vigour and activity to the conunu-
uity.

After such testimony as this, I cannot
bring myself to the ijclief, that the Cana-
dians are really suffering under the rule

of Great Britain, or that we are guilty of
the gross acts of injustice and illibcrality

which are laid at our door ; and, in con-
sequence, I have little confidence in the

patriotism of those who, under such cir-

cumstances, would excite a happy people
to acts of rebellion ; exciting them, too,

through their worst prejudices, and a
hatred of the British race.

It has been argued that the most pru-
dent step, on the part of the Government,
would be at once to adopt measures for

dissolving the connection which exists be-

tween the mother country and tln« colony.

If the time had really arrived for effect-

ing the separation, then I fidly conciu*

with the Honourable Member tor Brid-
port (Mr. Warburton), that the object of
the Government ought to be to effect it

in such a way as would secure for this

country all the advantages to be derived
from a friendly intercourse with the new
state. But when I consider tliat even in

Lower Canada the British settlers are at

least one third of the entire population,
comprising almost an entirety of the en-
terprise and commercial wealth of the
colony ; when I consider that the popu-
lation of Upper Canada is almost ex-


