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BRITISH COLUMBIA IN THE EBAST
I have found in Toronto and in Ottawa
the keenest interest in the affairs of Brit-
ish Columbia, and for the most part the
interest is of a very intelligent kind,
sliowing that the people keep fairly well
in touch with what is going on here. The
desire to get information on many points
-leads to the putting of questions, which it
is not very easy to answer. I do not
think that the political situation is very
well understood here. At least it is not,
if I understand it. - I am not now speak-
ing of the members of the cabinet, but
of the general public. Mr. Dunsmuir has
created a very favorable impression at
the Capital by his straightforward busi-
nesslike way of looking at all questions.
He has also created quite an interest in
himself on the part of leading Moronto
business men. Several gentlemen, prom-
inent in that city in finance and politics,
expressed to me their hope that he wonld
be able to spend a few days in that city
before returning to the Coast, so that
they and  others might have an op-
portunity to form: his acquaintance. His
‘health has ‘been very good since he came
- there,.in ect he has been more
Tontunate then Mr. Hberts, who has'had
a very se¥ére cold, and 'who fs not yet
fully recovered, although he'is sufficient-
ly improved to be able to attend to busi-
ness. . «
* I think there are signe in the horizon
of a storm, which will not be _strictly
political, although it will get into parlia-
ment. It is never well to mentiofi names,
_and I ghall not say anything to suggest
to 'whom I am referring; but if the next
twelvemonth does not witness a very
lively conflict between two very formid-
able combinations, the barometer is bad-
Iy out of order. Canada is a larger
country than it used to be.

Very many people, I mean now the peo-
ple one meets casually, have spoken. to
me about the question of Oriental immti-
gration, and if there is a man here, who
believes it ought to be prohibited, I have
yet to meet him. Again let me say that
I do not now speak of ministers, with
none of whom I have had occasion to
.Speak on the subject. The greatest in-
terest was expressed by persons interest-
ed in farming, who said that the lack of
labor at prices which Outario farmers
can afford to pay, is becoming a matter
of national importance. If those with
‘whom I have conversed are a fair sam-
ple of Bastérn people, there is not the
slightest use of expecting any drastic
legislation against Oriental immigratian
fromh the hands of either political party.

CHAS. H. LUGRIN.
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GLASGOW EXHIBITION,

In an address before the Canadian
Manufacturers’ Association in Toronto,
last week, Mr, W. D. Scott, Canadian
Commissioner for the Glasgow Interna-
tional Exhibition, called attention to the
&plendid opyortuni'y it-presented for plac-
ing Oanadian industries and resources
before the British public. The times are
propitious, for nmever before has Canada
held so high a place in the esteem of the
Old Country people. The mingling of
the blood of men from Canada, the Brit-
ish Isles, Australia and other parts of
the Empire, on South African battle-
fields, has cemented the “feeling of
brotherhood and drawn closer the ties of
common citizenship. As Mr, Scott point-
ed out:

Canadians never had a better opp r'un-
ity to introduce their goods on the Brit-
ish market. The feeling in Britain just

- now is intensely Canadian. Everything
is Canadian, and the business people are
only too anxious to get Canadian goods
to sell.

Twenty thousand feet of space has
been devoted to Canadian exhibits at

- Glasgow, and a Canadian pavilion con*
taining 10,800 feet of space is being erect-
ed. In addition to this, 8961 feet will
be devoted to. Canadian exhibits in the
main Industrial building. In the pavili n
will be exhibited forest products, ecar-
riages, canoes, bicycles, pulp, agricultnr-
al and herticultural produets and canned
goods, SRR B

In the Industrial hall will be exhibited
an ingot of gold sent from British Col-
umbia, value $100,000, besides a large
mineral collection, musical instruments,
heating appliances, office and school fur-
niture, household furniture and a, cold
storage case, with butter, eggs, cheese,
ete.

Here is a splendid opportunity for Brit-
ish Columbia. Her mineral resources and
forest products would attract widespread
attention and an adequate display should
have the effect of drawing settlers from |
among the best class of Scottish people [
who may be seeking to emigrate. What !
could more appeal to a Scotsman than to ‘
show him that in British Columbia oa’asz
are produced the equal of the finest
grown in the land of oatmeal? We sin-
cerely trust that this province may be
well represented in the Canadian section
at Glasgow when ‘the exhibition opens
next May. ;
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THE DEMISE OF THE CROWN.

The law does not speak of the death of
the sovereign, but only of “the demise ot
the crown.” 'The instant the heart of
the reigning monarch_ceases to .- beat,
the royal power becomes vested in the
legal heir. No proclamation is necessary
to’effect the transfer of sovereignty. The
old proclamation: “The King is dead;
long live the King,” or, as it originally
was declared: ‘“Le roi est mort; vive le
roi,” was simply the public announce-
ment of a fact, and had no legal charac:
ter.. Hir Majesty was formally proclaime
ed Queen, mnot only in London, but in
Quebec, but she was just as much sover-
eign of British North America during
the forty-one days, which elapsed be-
tween her accession to the throne and
the receipt of the news in Canada, as
she was afterwards. The ceremony of
coronation is also unnecessary. It may
take place at any time aeccording to the
convenience of the sovereign. During
the last century it has been customary
to allow a considerable period to elapse
between the death of one monarch and
the coronation of another. In the case
of Her Majesty the time was a year.

Parliament meets immediately on the
demise of the crown and a new oath of
allegiance is taken by the members. For-
merly all legislative beodies within the
realm were dissolved automatically, so to
speak, by such an everit; but the law now
provides otherwise, and there is mo in-
terruption in the regular course of par-
liamentary existerce. Parliament on as-
sembling passes appropriate resolutions.

The ministry, having a personal rela-
tion to the sovereign, ceases to exist, we
think, with the demise of the crown; but
under the working of our constitutional
system, there is no hiatus, for the min-
isters hold their places mntil their suec-
cessors are appointed, and, although it
was otherwise formerly, in these later
days the sovereign is mot likely to make
any changes in the ministry under such
circumstances. i
' When g Prince of ‘Wales becomes king,
the title becomes vacant. The son of a
Prince of Wales does not become Prince
of Wales by inheritance, but is formally
created such by Royal letters patent. Un-
til these have been issuied therp is no
Prince of Wales. s SR
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MR. SPEER’S DEFENCE.

‘We publish to-day a letter from Rev.
J. C. Speer in defence of his paper read
before the Toronto Ministerial Associ-
ation upon the ‘“Religions Outlook in
British Columbia.” Mr. Speer says that
his paper was not intended for the pub-
lie, but for the purpose of giving the min-
isters of Toronto an idea of the religious
worksin the West.* Surely he should
have known that the press would publish |
reports of the ' meeting. The trouble
seems to be that Mr. Speer, .though
meaning well, had prepared his paper
without sufficient thought and conveyed a
somewhat different meaning to what he
had intended. That such was the case
was proved by the fact that a least two
or three Toronto papers gave Teponts
which the Colonist very rightly declared
to be a slander on the province.

Mr. Speer’s explanation of +what he
stated regarding the sailors of His Ma-
jesty’s fleet is by no means satisfactory.
He might just as well make the same re-
mark about men of the garrison of any
Eastern town being, “at t'm-s, supporters
of some of the plague spots of the city.”
There is a certain amount of truth in
the ‘'statement, but the same thing might
be said of other classes of people in the
East—for some of the “plague spots” are
to be found where there are no sailors. It
is just such unfortunate remarks that
have given Bastern people an erroneous
impression of ‘the condition of the West:
for hearing them, the people of the Bast,
remembering the horrors of vice and ig-
norance which obtain inportions of every
large city, be ‘it on' this continent or in
Europe, are apt to apply this in an ag-
gravated form to Western towns—where-
48 mo one can deny that, with all our
faults, grinding, hotrible poverty, with
its accompaniments as witnessed in big
cities, is unknown in this province.-
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The object of the Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals is one
which appeals to all classes and all:
creeds, and which should enlist not only
the sympathy, but the active co-operation
of every mon, woman and child in the
community, The work which it has set
for iteelf is dificult under the limited
powers which it possesses, and without
the hearty assistance of non-members, i
nullified to a great extent. People wit-
ness acts of cruelty to our dumb fellow-
Creatures, and cry shame on the human
brutes who inflict the torture, but the
case is exceptional where the average
man or woman will keep his or her in-
dignation and pit§ warm long enough to
take action and see the perpetrator of
the cruelty adeguately punished—it is
generally a case of out of sight, out of
mind. The Victoria branch, although
little before the general public, is quietly
doing a great deal of good work, its latest

move being to urge upon the ¢ity council
certain important. amendments to the
Cruelty fo Animals by-law, which it de-
eires to have incorporated in the new con-
solidated by-laws of the city.

The Provincial society will hold its an-
nual meeting at Vancouver this week,
where delegates from all parts of the
Province will ‘attend and exchange views
on the best methods of extending the
scope of the work of mercy. If the Col-
onist might offer a suggestion, it would
be that the society take steps to estab-
Lish juvenile branches in every school in
the Province. Lessons of kindness to
animals learned in childhood have more
lasting Tesults than any other method.
The co-operation of trustees and teachers
should be easily secured, as, far from in-
terfering with ‘the work of education, the
teachings of the society would prove a
valuable incentive to‘the study of ani-
mal, bird and insect life.
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THE GOLDEN NORTH.

The announcement of the discovery of
more rich placer ground within sixty
miles of Atlin causes neither surprise
nor excitement. Mining men generally
who know Northern British Columbia
are so firmly convinced that there are
vast stores of the precious metal as yet
undiscovered in those regions that it
would be hard to conceive a report suffi-
ciently startling as to stir their pulses.
The mining divisions of Skeena, Stikine,
Teslin, Atlin, Omineca and Liard are
as yet practically unknown. Placer gold
and gold-bearing quartz ledges are
known to exist there; they have been
found wherever ‘the prospector has
sought for them, but the means of
access is so limited that it is impossible
to develop any save those that are found
on the bank of some stream or lake, and
many of those even are very difficult to
be got at. The provincial government,
with the limited revenue at its com-
mand, can do very little towards throw-
ing open this great treasure house, but
all that is possible will be done as speed-
ily as may be to enable the prospector
and miner to thoroughly explore the
country. The Dominion government
might assist the development of these
northern mining fields very materially
by sending in the explorers attached to
the geologieal branch of the Department
of the Interior. Such action would, if
reports were favorable, serve to attract
miners to the country lying between the
Coast and Yukon, and thus serve dsa
feeder and a connecting link to the in-
terior. A railway paralleling the Coast
range of mountains will ultimately give
access to these districts, and as such a
road would be decidedly in the interests
of the whole Dominion, it should be con-
structed or liberally aided by ghe Do-
minion government.

It is a noteworthy fact that the latest
discoveries are mnearer the coast than
the Atlin mines, and therefore the easier
of access. This should stimulate further
exploitation in the vicinity of the Lynn
Canal and attract large numbers of
prospectors ‘at the opening of spring,
adding greatly to the ‘trade of Victoria
with the Atlin district. The improved
steamship service which it-is anticipated
will be established 'shortly, should
secure to this city a very great percent-
age of this important trade, and if the
business men are wise and energetic
enough to insist upon Victoria getting
the best service available during the
coming season, their commercial rela-
tions with the northern country will be-
come permanent, so that, when the rail-
way is extended to the north end of the
Island, the trade will be flowing through
a natural channel from which it will be
next to impossible to divert it.
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THE LUMBERING INDUSTRY.

The President of the Toronto Board of
Trade struck the nail fairly on the head
when he said in his inaugural speech
yesterday:

“We must insist that the Domirion
government shall adopt a tariff against
lumber and all wooden products entering
into competition, remove them from the
free list and relieve the lumber industry
from the unequal competition of lumber
manufactured and freighted under more
favorable conditions,

“To-day labor, machinery anl mill
supplies are higher in Canada than in
the United States, and when low trans.
portation rates on lamber are givea
from the Southern States, wz in On
tario are placed in competition with the
cheap colored labor of the South: and
the lumbermen in New Ontario and
British Columbia are at a disadvavtage
when competing with Oregon and Wash-
ington states for the trade of our prairie
provinces. Advantages given and favors
shown by the whole country to Mani*oba
while a young and struggling province
are surely entitled to consideratloa, aud
that province, now being of age, may
fairly be asked to adopt a general policy
of government -equally with other
‘provinces.”

Lumber and wood products were
placed on the free list primarily for the
benefit of the struggling agricultural
population of Manitoba and the Terri-
tories, and the results are everywhere
apparent in Central Canada.
the farmer had to content himself with
a shack are now to be seen comfortable,
well-built farm houses, barns and
stables, and the towns have assumed an
aspect of stability that wds impossible
under the old tariff; which practically
prohibited the importation of lulmber.
Great good has been done by granting
free lumber to the people who inhabit
the treeless plains, but that has been
effaced by the hardship which it entailed
on the lumber trade of Canada gener-
ally. 'The people of the Maritime Prov-
inces, Quebec, Ontario and British Col-
prohibited the importation of lumber.
They were all plentifully supplied by
nature with §{ limitless supply of the
raw material, and their mills and fac-
tories supplied all their wants at reason-

Where

able prices. The result of removing the
import duty off lumber was therefore:
disastrous to those of their citizens who
were engaged in the lumber business.
The United States manufacturers saw
their opportunity, and used it to the best
advantage. Under their high tariff all
the machinery used in lumbering, and
the manufacture of wooden goods, can
be produced at a considerably less cost
than in Canada, and consequently they
were enabled to make the Dominion a
slaughter-house for their surplus stock.
The lumber business in Canada was set
back; less work was done in the woods;
mills and factories, that had been work-
ing overtime, shut down or greatly re-
duced their output, and hundreds of men
were left idle, and their families caused
to suffer. ‘This state of affairs has
existed for some years now, and it is
time that a powerful body like the
Toronto Board of Trade should * insist ”
upon the government applying a remedy.
It seems monstrous that Canada, which
has been called with truth a ‘“ wooden
country,” should be allowed to suffer a
serious injury to one of her chief indus-
tries to benefit a small portion of her
population. If Manitoba and the Ter-
ritories must have cheap lumber—and it
is generally conceded that it is necessary
to their progress—surgly the government
can devise some better plan of securing
it for them than by keeping a regulation
in force which is sapping the life of a
great industry.

Of all the provinces affected by this
mistaken policy, British Columbia has
suffered the most. Her position is
peculiar from the fact that her lumber-
men must procure a large portion of
their plant in the United States. The
Canadian manufacturers of lumbering
machinery cater to the Eastern trade.
The machines they make are of good
quality for the purpose for which they
are designed, viz., to deal with the tim-
ber of the Bastern provinces; they are
useless when put to the task of manu-
facturing the big timber of British Ccl-
umbia. The United States machinery
men learned the mecessities of the West
many years ago, and produce machines
which are practically unknown in East-
ern Canada; consequently British Col-
umbia lumbermen have to buy from
them and pay a high import duty upon
nearly every article which they usc in
their business. TUnder such circum-
stances it is nothing to wonder at’ that
the lumbering business of British Col-
umbia has fallen to a low ebb. The
mills have been restricted to supplying
only a portion of the local demand, for
with free lumber to compete with they
find themselves undersold in their howme
market, and the long haul and high
freight rates practically bar them out
from the interior and the prairie coun-
try beyond the mountains. Mr. Wal-
die’s words will, therefore, be welcomed
by the British Columbia lumbermen,
and they should incite the boards of
trade throughout the province to take
immediate steps to co-operate with the
Toronto and other Bastern boards in
their efforts to secure such a readjust-
ment of the tariff as will remove the
disubilities ‘fromWhich ‘our Tumber trude
is now suffering.

About a week ago Premier Dunsmuir
accompanied a deputation of British
Columbia lumbermen who waited upon
the Minister of the Interior for the pur-
pose of urging that the same customs
duties  be . placed upon United States
lumber and shingles entering Canada as
are levied upon .Canadian lumber and
shingles when ,going into the United
States. 2
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DIRTY MONEY.

The Province very pertinently calls
attention to the dirty bank bills circu-
lated in Canada. The foul rags which
pass current are a disgrace to the bunks
which force the public to handle -them.
Not long ago a bacteriologist took the
trouble to examine one of thes: pest-
laden promises to pay, and the result
was the discovery of more millions of
microbes than' would girdle the earth.
‘Thete can be little question that many
diseases are transmitted through the
handling of this dirty money, and steps
should be taken to mitigate the evil by

4 insisting upon the banks disinfecting

their bills or issuing new ones every
time they come back to their hands.
The extra expense of printing new bills
should not be considered where human
life is jeopardized by the circulation of
infected ‘notes. As a matter of fact,
the Dominion government is the worst
offender, for all the bills of small de-
nomination are issued by it and supplied
to the banks. The government should
therefore set an example by putting a
limit on the life of every Dominion and
chartered bank bill, and decree that no
disfigured or dirty bill shall be kept in
circulation. 'The Medical "Association
of Canada might properly deal with this
question, and make such recommend:i-
tions to the government as the resuit of

its investigations warranted.
e (e

Stamp collectors and dealers will be
pleased to hear that Mr. Mulock has al-
ready ordered designs for a mew set of
postage stamps for Canada. This will
be the third change since he has taken
office, and it is to be hoped that the new
stamps will be an improvement upon the
present ones, which are far from being
satisfactory in design, either artistically
or for use, as the profile of Hér late Ma-
Jjesty is so indistinetly colored as to cause
confusion when afixing them to the en-
velope.

———— e

The pension bill now before the Unit-
ed States congress calls for the enormous
appropriation of $145.245,230. This, at
the end of thirtysix years after the civil
war, is more than five times what the re-
public’ was paying in pensions in 1878,
thirteen *years after the ‘“unpleasant-
ness.” The veterans of the G. A. R.
must be a healthy lot for, far from their

number diminishing with the years, they

increase at a much greater yatio than the
ordinary population of the states.
Twenty years ago there were but 250,-
802 pensioners on the roll; ten years ago
their ranks had increased to 537,944, and
at the present time there are 993,529
survivors of the war who seek compen-
sation for their wounds and sufferings,
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PLACER MINE REGULATIONS.
The department of the interior has issu-
ed the following recent amendments to the
regulations governing placer mining and

dredging in the Yukon territory:
_“Section 7 of the regulations has been

.

amended by excluding ‘hosse servants’
from the employees of a person or jolmt
stock company owning mining property
who are required to have a free miners’
certificate unexpired.

‘A provision has been added to section
88 with the view of preventihg the holder
of a water record from taking water in
excess of his requirements, and also from
wasting the water.

‘““The first paragraph of section 39 has
been amended by providing that when
royalty has been paid on a claim during
the year the affidavit of the free miner
as to the work done on the claim to em-
title him to remewal is sufficlent, also
that in lieu of such affidavit, duly cor-
roborated, the free miner may have an
irspection made by a mining inspector,
{upon whose report remewal may be

“In paragrsph 3 of the the same section
provision is mWde that tem adjoining claims
may be worked in partnership instead of
eight, as heretofore,

‘““The applicant for a mining claim is no
longer required te- make affidavit that he
has reason to believe, from indications
he has observed om: the claimy, that there
is therein a deposit of gold.

‘“‘Provision has now been made that the
rental of dredging leases in the Yukon ter-
titory shall be $100 per mile for the first
year, amnd for each subsequent year $10
per mile.”

LA MACA S

They make one feel as though life was
worth living. Take one of Carter's Little
Liver Pills after eating: it will relieve
dyspepsia, aid digestion,. give tene and
vigor to the system.

The following gossip of Messrs.
VWills’ new facorty in that city appear-
ed in the Western Press, of Bristol,
Eng., a short time ago:

The spacious factory which has been
erected by Messrs. W. D. & H. O.
‘Wills, Limited, for their export trade, at
Ashton Gate is now completed, and yes-
terday some gentlemen invited by the
company had an opportunity of inspect-
ing what may truly be described as a
model establishment. The name of Wills
has been associated with the manufac-
ture of tobacco for nearly two centuries,
and from very small beginnings their
business has increased to such a mag-
nitude that the company now find it ne-
cessary to employ nearly 4,000 work-
people solely in the manufacture and
packing of their weorld-renowned tobac-
cos, cigars, cigarettes, and snuffs in
their various factories, three of which
are situated in Bristol, and one in Lon-
don. It is not so many years since com-
paratively small and old-fashioned prem-
ises in Mary-le-Port street and Redecliffe
street for the whole of the company’s
business. The first improvement
development took place af)out 35 years
ago, when the new building, with its
imposing front, now existing in Redecliffe
street, was erected. Some twenty years
later the business had again outgrown
the premises, and 1t was found neces-
sary to take temporary accommodation
for the export trade (then in its infancy)
in Baldwin street. About this time a
large acreage of land was secured in
East street, Bedminster, and the vast
edifices there existing were built to cater:
for the smokers of the United Kingdom.
They bear evidence of the ever-increas-
ing popularity of the company’s manu-
factures. When the home trade was
removed to these, its present quarters in
Bedminster, the growing export depart-
ment moved into the Redcliff St. factory,
and so rapid was the process of expan-
sion in trade that in less than ten years
these large premiises were totally inade-
guate,. Ist Messrs, Wills’ business
was progressing, the development of
Bristol had caused it to become a mat-
ter of difficulty to find a site anywhere
near the centre of the city sufficiently
large to accommodate the company’s ex-
port manufactures. Eventually the
Bedminster old ericket ground and land
adjoining, consisting of about ten acres,
situated at Ashton Gate, were purchas-
ed, and four years ago foundations
of the present colossal eXport factory
were laid in open fields, to-day covered
by innumerable streets of shops and
houses. - At last this new factory is in
full running order, and it may be inter-
esting to append a few-particulars of the
size :and disposition of the buildings.
These are substantially built of red
brick, and cover two acres of ground.
There are three floors, and the factory
throughout is of the most modern fire-
proof construction. The work-rooms are
lofty, well ventilated, light, and airy;
the top story is arranged with a flat roof
for further development hereafter. The
building is rectangular, 320 feet long and
200 feet broad, arranged so as to enclose
a central ecourtyard for the receiving
and despatching of goods, The engine
and boiler houses at the rear of the
factory form an entirely distinet block.
and provide eleetricity both for the driv-
ing of the machinery and also for the
lighting of the premises. Beneath the
ground floor is a subterranean roadway
right round the building which serves to
accommodate the numerous steam, water
and gas pipes and the electric cables,
and which leads to the various parts of
the building. The rooms and corridors
are spacious and woll lighted, and the
ganitary arrangements are of thg most
modern description. The factory is pro-
tected from fire by = continual supply
from the Bristol Waterworks = Co.s
main. There are also fire buckets and
hose, and the company, has its own. well-
drilled fire brigade. In fact, no thought,
time, or expense seems to have been
sp:red to make the factory clean, com-
modious, and comfortahle. One of the
main features of the building is the large
kitchen and restaurant provided for tho
workpeople on the first floor, with sit-
ting accommodation for 1,000 persons at
a time; the gas and steam cooking ap-
parstus installed there :is of the most
modern type. and cost £1,000. The res-
tourant provides excellent and well-cook-
ed food at cost price, and the yast quan-
tities consumed enable the company to
bur at the very lowest market rates: no
wonder tthe room is crowded daily. Some
idea of the magnitude of, the factory is
furnished by the faet that it cost, in-
slnding the motive power and the build-
ings no less a sum than £100,000. Tts
telephone svstem is ingenious‘ nnr_i com-
plete, and gives inter-communication be-
tween all the ror~s,  Ta the right of
the entrance ave the spacious offices and
connting house, the® sample room (well
lighted from the north), and the private
kitchens and staff dining rooms. Upon
leaving the private kitchens we traverse
the courtyard (under covered way) and
enter the factory proper. At the foot of
one of the three main staircases are the
workpeople’s entrances and- cloakrooms.
thosa for the women on one side and
thees for the mer on tha nthm‘.. The
ground floor is prineipally occupied by
huze storerooms, which contain convt-
loss trolers (of the company’s own de-
sign)’ filled with monufactured tobacen
and cigarettes ready for packing and
shinment. +

Ascending tn tha fire® fpnr, ‘wo enter
the leaf room. ‘where hogsheads of to-
bacco in their imported state are opened,

and where the leaf is sorted and blended

EX

| for the various operations.

Adjoining { rate of 4,000 revolutions a minute,

i the leaf room is.the casing room, an en-!

{ ormous space being ‘allotted to this im-
portant stage of the manufacture.

most miraculously and
formed from its original character to
the tobacco so familiar to every smoker.
On this floor are the cooling rooms, and
also the stemming room, where young
women. dexteriously remove the stem or
mid-rib from the lesaf. The fittingshop
for the many repairs to the delicate ma-
chinery is located here also, and is furn-
ished with all the necessary up-to-date
mechanical tools. Ascending by one of
the electric lifts, we reach the packing
department (on the second floor) with its
spacious soldering, labelling, and packet-
ing rooms. Many means of packing are
in evidence, but the most popular is un-
doubtedly the patent-air-tight cutter tin,
which the excellence of Messrs. Wills’
manufactures has made so famous
throughout the world. These tins,
through being soldered, are absolutely
air-tight, and not merely termed air-tight,
like so many of the tins now on the
market; thus the condition and flavor of
the tobacco are preserved in the most
trying climates for anv length of time.
Many tons of the well-known “Capstan”
tobacco, packed in these tins, have gone
to solace our brave soldiers fighting in
South Africa. In the northern half of
the second floor is situated the cigarette
machine room, filled with the famous
Borsack fast-running continuous e¢igar-
ette machines, each of which turns out
cigarettes literally by the mile, and at
the rate of from 500 to 600 per minute.
Many years ago the company, foreseeing
the probable enormous proportions of the
cigarette trade, secuved the monopoly of
this celebrated machine for the United
Kingdom, and even to-day, notwith-
standing the numerous other cigarette
machines which have been since intro-
duced, 1it: stands 8re-eminent amongst
its competitors. - Considering that the
machines in"'this fwetory are only oc-
cupied with a small portion of the com-
pany’s trade, the fact is brought home
to us that Messrs. W. D. & H. 0. Wills,
Limited, are far and away the largest
tobacco and cigaretve manufacturers in
the United Kingdom. In the eigarette
machine room there is also that most in-
genious device, the “Crimper,” which
folds and presses the edges of the cigar-
ette envelope together, thus providing a
joint entirely devoid of adhesive mat-
ter, and which gives the cigarette so
elegant and symetrical an appearance.
One of the wheels of this crimper is
but a sixteenth of am inch in diameter,
and yet we are told that it runs at the

Next , chine also.
we come to the various cutting, stoving | we pass through the extensive forward-

WILLS’ TOBACCO FACTORY

S
rort Works .
fton Gate Byjstol -y

company possess the patent rights forr

Great Britain and Ireland of this ma-
Before leaving the factory

and pressing rooms, where the leaf is al- | ing department, where the various to-
rapidly trans- | baccos and cigarettes are packed iuto

cases for shipment tu almost every coun-
try in the world, and a short time spent
in these different rooms is in itself an
education in geography. Cases are
awaiting shipment to the West Indies,
South Africa, the Gold Coast, Pera,
Chili, and the Klondike, Vancouver and
Yokohama, Shanghai and Hongkong,
Calcutta, Ceylon, Australia, and New
Zealand, the governments of Italy,
France, Austria and Hungary, and last,
but not least, to the United States, from
which country, curiously enough, the to-
bacco in its raw state originally came.
The factory in Redcliffe street given up

going a thorough renovation preparatory
to its being utilized . as an adjunct to
the home factory, and we hear a rumor
that in the near future the company will
again be building.

When the party, which included the

factory, had inspected the different de-
partments, luncheon was served,
Harry Wills, head of the export depart-
ment, presided, the vice-chair being tak-
enby Mr. G.A.Wills (High Sheriff) who
is head of the Bedminster factory.
other director of the company present
was Mr, Melville Wills.
appropriate to the occasion' were given,
The health of the staff of the Bedmin-
ster and in the London house was re-
sponded to by Mr, H. B. Marshall, as-
sistant manger at Bedminster, and Mr.

gret was
Wills at the illness of Mr. Arthur Wills,
and a message of sympathy to him was
forwarded.
bly, cashier,
thanks was accorded to Mr.
Wills, who briefly’ responded,

The -sole ‘agefit for British  Golumbia;

Harry

who has stores at Vancouver, Victoria,.
and Nanaimo. ‘The Victoria branch has
been established for eight years, and un-
til the latter end of 1899, all business
was conducted from there, b

proportions that it was found necessary-
to have a depot on the Mainland in' or:
der to cope with the large orders re-
ceived daily from the Yukon and other-
points. Vancouver was the city chosen
and the store and bonded warehouse on
Hastings street are well adapted in
every way to handle any order of what--
ever magnitude, several hundied: cases:

a}ways being kept in bond.

The-

in favor of this building is now under--

heads of departments in the Bedminster-

Mr..

The-

Some toasts:

Rennie on behalf of the London house..
expressed by Mr. G. A..

On_ motion of Mr. Ham-
Bedminster, a vote of

N.W.T.; and Manitoba is E. A. Morris,.

: but the de--
mand was growing to such enormous:
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