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How the Pious

Boer

Wages Barbarous War

Brave Victoria Soldiers

in Hom2 Letters Tell

of That Well Won Fight on the
Modcer River.

Sharpshooters of the Enemy Fire Repeatedly Upon

Wounded Men and Messengers of Mercy
Under the Red Cross. .

‘Explosive Bullets Play Their Savage Part—The Men of * Ours”
Who Died the Death of Herpes on the Field—The
Wounded Have Trying Time,

For all that Vietoria is "an ultra-En-
olish town and patriotic to the core, there

are mauy here who still harbor in theilf
hearts an unspoken belief that the Boers
are after all. and although.they must be
peaten by the armies of the Queen, 2a
prave and soldierly nation of men, ﬁgh!:-
:ng for what they believe to be tl{eu‘
riéhls and liberties. To any holding
such opinions it is only necessary mnow
to present the budget of letters that came
direct from the front by Monday even-

ing's long-watched-for mail——.the evidence
of our own boys on the subject, 'and té?—
timony alas too often sealed with their
ife’s blood. E
m’i‘l;ebworld has hefird ere this of the
cogrardly irick of the Boers in_holding
ulélheir hands or even raising the white
flag. and then firing beneath the cover %t
the cloak of truce. These letters teh,
powever, of far more that stamps the
Boer as savage rather than soldier—an
enemy deserving of no syrppathy and no
consideration in the conflict now being
waged. : R
‘here is one character Britain’s sol-
i'x,elrs through centuries have borpe—they
are never known not to fight fair. 'The
Boers, on the other “hand. have shown
the coward’s tactics in more cases than
one, and if after reading the stories print-
od below, written home by _chtorla lads
who are bearing their part in the gweat-
ing, blistering, parched bjxttelﬁeld——ot
wounded men shot while lying down to
die; of stretcher-bearers picked off by
sharpshooters, as unarmed, thgy pursued
their mission of mercy; of limbs and
bodies torn by the forbidden and barbar-
ous dum-dum—anyone can feel further
sympathy for an ignoble foe, that sym-
[ﬁlthiser of the Boers dne.s'not deserve
to be respected in any British commun-

HOW TODD, THE HERO DIED.

1t is a vivid picture of battle in its
matthr-of-tactness that Pte. A, C. Beac
has lrawn in a letter just gecexved by
C. A, Lombard, a letter bearing date at
Rongeboesch’ Hospital, March (o view
of battle not as dreamers see it but as
seen by the man in the fighting line, w_ho
faces death for his country agd awaits
with curiosity the bullet that will lay him

ead. Y
c: “There have been many thm,gs happen-
ing since I wrote you las't,’ he says,
“gome interesting—some painful.
1 am laid up with a dum-dum bullet hole
in ohe. leg, a piece torn off the other leg;
and-a Mauser bullet hole through my
chest. Yet I am lucky at that, for
all the men (including Todd and Maun-

drell, of ours) that got wounded where

1 was, were killed after being shot down
i legs.
m“rl..bgav: no doubt you have had a more
graphic account of that fight than T could
give you; but it was a hot place to be in,
especially where we were. We were shot
down close together.

“We were talking and weighing our [

when Todd said ‘I've got it
again. Then I got my turn thro_ugh the
chest.. Then I heard another hit Todd
and his head fell forward while I lay
there expecting my turn. That lucknly;'
never came until the sun went down;
after that thiere was no danger.

chances,

Now, |.

kopje to the thortheast of the enemy’s
laager. The Modder flows east to west
throvgh the plain, and along its banks
and in its ravines the Boers are encamp-
ed. At present we are contenting our-
selves by shelling them whenever they
show themselyes.

“The list of casualties in the battle of
Paardeberg Drift, on Modder River, to
the southeast of Kimberley, which was
fought on Sunday last were as follows:

Killed.

“Sergt. W. L. Scott, of Victoria. He
was shot just over the left eye. ‘There
were three bullet holes in a tin cup tied
to his haversack, and his haversack was
shot through.

“John Todd of Victoria. Shot in the
head, . the stomach and hip. He
was talking with Beach of their pros-
pects of coming out of the fight alive
when he was hit, and dropped with the
words: “This beats Manila hollow.’ He
was in the American campaign in the
Philippines.

“Private A, Maundrell of Victoria. He
was shot in the stomach and managed
to crawl into the trenches, where he
was found still alive. He died at'5 a.m
on Monday morning. Private Wood
gt_zﬁed with Maundrell on the field till he
ied,

“Private Somers of Victoria was shot
in the faee and killed outright.

“Private W. Jackson of _Vancouver
was shot in the left shoulder, the body
and legs.

“Captain Arnold of Winnipeg -was
wounded early in the fight, being shot
in the head, the leg and the shoulder. He
lingered for some time, but no hope was
held out of his recovery from the first.
Private Court of Victoria nursed him un-
til his death.

Wounded.

“Private A. C. Beach of Victoria was
shot in the stomach and leg. His wounds
are serious, :

“Corporal Lohman of New Westmin-<
ster was shot in the mouth and neck. He

h | is already beginnh:xghto recover.

“Private C. C. ompson wf Vancou-
ver was shot in the right shoulder, the
arm and legs. (o :

“Private.
ver was shot early in the fight. Mauser
bullets were sent into his left shoulder,
arm and leg.

“Private F. Finch-Smiles of Victoria
ulso went down early in the fight. He
was shot in the hip. i

“Private C. W. Duncalfe of Winnipeg,
Private J. H. Dickson of Nelson and
Private H. J. D. Andrews of Victoria
were deliberately fired upon by the Boers
while engaged in carrying Capt. Arnold
from the field when he fell, All are
stretcher-bearers.  Duncalfe had - his

son had his left breast grazed and Anm-
drews was slightly wounded in the leg.
Their wounds were not very serious,

. B. Niebergall of Vancon-

wrist pierced by a Mauser bullet, Dick--
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“ Our wounded were: Beach, in-the
stomach; Finch-Smiles, in * the thigh;
Andrews, shot in the wrist while carry-
ing Capt. Arnold off the field; Dixon, in
the armpit while similarly employed.

“ Of the Vancouver men, Niebergall
was shot in the arm; Thompson, in the
arm; Lohman, of New Westminster,
through the cheeks, teeth and shbulder,

“] understand that all our men are
doing ‘well. ~ Capt. Arnold was shot in
the head and never recovered conscious-
ness. He died two days afterwards,

“ The battalion was engaged again on
the 20th, but suffered no loss.--' The
weather every night during that week
was horrible, rain falling in torrents
and being very cold, and for three nights
the men did not have blankets or rubber
sheets.

“] returned to the battalion on Sun-
day, the 25th. On the 26th ‘A’ Com-
pany crossed the river and manned the
trenches there. That night—or rather
the next morning at 8 o’clock—we at-
tacked again, but only the left end of
‘A’ Company’s trench was directly in
the line of fire, so we escaped loss:

“ It is not possible to describe the
fight, for everything seemed so jumbled
up. I, of course, missed the first two
fights and was only partly in the third,
but the sound of the firing was terrific.
The crack of the rifies was continuous,]
like a Chinese New Year firecracker
fusilade.”

MARCHANT NOT FORGOTTEN.

There have been so many conflicting
reports as to the nature of Pte. Finch-
Smiles’ wounds and his chances of re-
covery that a letter from the good-
natured chap himself, setting matters
straight, is very welcome. It is written
from Orange River Hospital, and
breathes a spirit of contented philosophy
under adverse circumstances.

“This is just to let you kmow,” he
writes, “that I am still on top of the
earth, though not quite as lively as per-
haps I might be, and not able to do more
than pen a few lines, as I get ex-
tremely tired. We had a very exciting
day last Sunday week, and I got my
dose early in the day, and so had leisure
to reflect upon many things pertaining
to the brevity of human eéxistence on
this sad earth—also many other
thoughts of a philosophical character,

“ Most of all did I _think of Mr. Mar-
chant’s defence of his friends the Boers,
as they potted away at me as I lay
wounded, from sunrise to sunset, and
even after that. Our stretcher-bearers
were also a great treat to them for they
made a special mark of them.

« Bvery third bullet that fell around
me exploded when it struck its_billet.
They al.o fired several times directly
into our hospital. *

“And these are the people that Mr.
Marchant upholds as a pious, God-fear-
ing people! I don’t think much of his
friends; that’s all I can say. They
are no¥hing more nor less than savages
in disguise. But we gave them a g
drubbing. ¢ :

“My wound is healing up nicely, and
I hope to be able to rejoin the rgglment
in three or four weeks’ time. We have
been sent nearly crazy over the goqd
news that begins to roll in now, and if
things continue as now I fear the cam-
paign will be over before I am in condi-
tion to rejoin. Well, we shall see.”

THE MAN BEHIND THE GUN.

“ 1 suppose you know through the
papers,” writes Pte. ‘Whitley to his step-
father, ex-Chief Sheppard, “ of our late
movements and the prominent part the
Canadians have been taking in the fight-
ing. Since writing you last I have been

‘transferred to the Maxim gun, now one

of the regular attachments. My prin-
¢ipal work is mule-driver, and when the
gun goes into-action:the limber (or back
wheels) is detached when the pogition is
reached, and remains  just behind the
gun with the ammunition.

“ My *duty is to stay with the mules
and the limber.
-« Tn the big action on the 8th Febru-
ary we sent one gun across the river
with the regiment, the other remaining
on this side, I helped toe get the first
one across and got wet through, but T
stayed with the second one all day. We
took up/a position with one gun
times, but could not hold it, as tl_:e ﬁ_re
‘was too heavy, the enemy all being in
thick bushes along the river bank, and
on all sides open prairie.

{ “Rinally at one last attempt the mules

“Private H. Mackenzie of Winnipeg
was wounded in the ankle, a
wound.

the fight unscathed.”

Supplementing this letter with another
ten days later, the same correspondent
says the following British Columbians

“At about 9 o’clock they carried me a
few hundred yards to the rear and put
me down under a tree, where_I lay in
Sergt. Joe Northeott’s arms until about 6
am, Then 1 was put into a wagon
without springs-and taken to the hospital.
That was a ride I will never forget. For
those who are troubled with nervousness,
this was a cure, ’

“There were miraculous escapes and
heroic deeds galore, none of which will
ever be mentioned, One escape ¥ had
whic was pretty close occurred at Paa‘u-
derburg. I was talking to Maundrell ‘of
ours' and some other sergeant when an
explosive bullet exploded while passing
through the vizor of my helmet, the ex-
-pansion causing it to strlllm my forehead
hard enoungh to daze me: it did not draw
bicod and left nothing but a dull red
line, :

“] got my wounds in a charge wh!ch

#as ordered by thé General and in which
the Canadians joined in away ghead ol
those who were ordered to charge. At
our end were Maundrell, Tood and my-
self together.
7 a.m., was dressed for the first time at
‘8 a.m.; having gone 16 hours all through
:a cold night outside without being at-
tended. Then I was put under the shade
-of a'wall, and for two days I was naked
—juit wrapped up in two blankets,
kno¢ked about without . -attendance or
wroper food; but I am all right now and
on the way to recovery, though you can
get one of your fingers easily through the
“hole in my leg from either end.”

DEAD AND WOUNDED OF “OURS”

Dating his letter " from - Paardeburg
Drift, Modder River, while the battle was
wractically still . in_, progress, , Corporal
O’Dell gives another glimpse of the quiet
soldier who was lost in' the passing of
Private Todd. The Corporal also presents
a general view of the situation at that
time, which is distinctly interesting; be-
sides supplying details of the injuries
which laid the Vietorians dead or sent
them suffering to hospital.

“We have General Cronje and his
forces completely surrounded by forty
thousand of our troops,” says Corporal
f‘) De_ll in this letter, dated February 23.

He is expecting re-enforcements, but we
shall stop them. Since the first charge
Capt. Arnold has died. It would have
been a miracle if he had lived, as he was
sh‘r‘)t through the brain.

The ‘battlefield is a large undulating
plain many miles in extent, and sur-
rounded by kopjes on which we have our
nmllgry placed. Our regiment took up
a position yesterday commanding a splen-
did «view -of the situation. We are on a

T arrived at the hospital 8t| Paarderberg Drift on the 3rd ul

ter the fight: Lieut. Blanchard, Sergt.
Northeott, Corp. O’Dell, Privates Brfe-
; thour, Court, Cornwall, Gamble, Dixon,
Jones, Leaman, Neill, Roberts (“Bobby”),
_ Stebbings, Stewart Wood and Wallace,
|W.D.; Corp. Mosscrop,  Lance-Corp.
' Dickson, Lance-Corp. Corbould, Corp.
,M\;Harg,' Privates Sinclair, Bonner, Hut-
chins, Livingstone, MacRay,  O’Brien,
| Waltace, G. Whitley, Leamy, P. Smith,
Patterson, Lee, Moody, Wilkins, Camp-
bell, Hicks, Allen, Crooke and Rae. The
total was 39. The others were said to be
somewhere between Kimberley and Ca
town on the line & communications. Th
company were all well, but had been
soaked through by a thunderstofm on the
‘night before. Since
had been on half rations. All could do
'with a good beefsteak, and would not
refuse. bread and cheese by any means.
Sergt. Northcott ‘Was acting color-ser-
geant at the camp.

AFTER THE BATTLE SUMMARY.

‘resting  for a few days after long and

nights.
the evening of February 12 for
pan, and lay on the ground until 4 a.m.,
march to Ram Dam, fifteen miles., The
next morning we left at 4 a.m. for the
Riet River, =nine -miles.
{we left-at 8 p.m. and march twelye
miles, halting = within four miles of
Jacobsdal and remained until daylight
‘the ‘next ‘morning. Here we heard our
first field guns as the brigade in front of
us got a whack at a small party at
Jacobsdal.  'We:left at daylight and mov-
ed on to”Jacobsdal, and remained here
until 10’ p.i., ‘moving on* thenfourteen
miles to:Klip Drift. The.battalion moved
at 10 p.m., eighteen ‘miles to this place,
tarriving at 6 a.m. February 18. :
“After a cup of coffee they moved out,
| across the river, wading up to their arm-
pits, and formed up in extended order
for the attack. The mén were very tired
and hungry, having been on half rations
since leaving Belmont owing to lack of
transportation faecilities and the loss of
one of our provision convoys. However,
they behaved nobly. I am told our com-
pany suffered pretty heavily, as with the
Cornwalls they were ordered to charge
when 800 yards from the Boer position.
This was when the most of our loss oc-
curred, *

“The Vietoria boys killed were: Sergt.
Scott, shot in the head; Maundrell, shot
in th_e stomach; Todd, in the head; Som-
ers, in the head; Jackson, Vancouver, in
the head.

slight

7 | three hours before we could get the gun
Private Thos. Thompson of Ontario, ' away. ge!

who was reported wounded, came out of  that day, but have since taken on the

were encamped at Paardeberg Drift af-

“Here we are bivouacked,” says anoth-!

and a wheel was torn off the

stamped
re ~ lay nnder fire for about

limber; " .
I was not driving the mules

job. We walked two miles the next
morning to get tools to make another
wheel. The following Monday night we
brought the other gun across, so that we
are now all together. :

“ On Friday we were again under fire
with the regiment. but did not do much.
Our men did a little sniping at long
range.”

GAMBLE'S CLOSE CALL.

Private Gamble in his latest and

‘necessarily brief letter home after the

l

¢l

Modder River fight, tells how the top
piece of his helmet was shot away by a
bullet flying happily too high. Cornwall,
he observes with satisfaction, * came
‘through without a scratch.”

There is also a letter from Pte. Corn-
wall, addressed to his friend, Mr. R. H.

 Pooley, in which he casually analyzes

‘ebruary 16 they'

| be ready for the fray again.

‘

i

That evening.

the peculiar sensation experienced by
the boys in their first baptism of fire, a
feeling which in the excitement of con-
flict passes away. Sergt. Scott was
shot down, he says, almost at his (Corn-
wall’s) side. The ‘wounded were pro-
gressing favorably, and would shortly
The rainy
season had commenced, and wet nights
were usual.

Pte. James Stewart, of Victoria, in a

er of the Victoria boys writing from jetter to his parents, dated at Paarde-.
timo, perg Drift on March 3, says: i

“We just had time to get some break

trying marches in the hot sun and dark ¢, &
We left Belmont by train on t: s:h:'h:tx;a;: i i e

We had to wade the

Gms‘;-river, about three feet deep, and ad-

vanced’in skirmishing order, with the
Gordons ahead of us. I tell you it was
no snap under fire. ‘We were lying
down behind ant-heaps, with bullets fly-
ing all‘around. We were lying behifid
the ant-heaps when we were ordered to
charge. As soon as we rose the bullets
started to come sométhing awful. Three
of my chums were shot dead. Just then
Sergt. Scott was shot before the charge
began.,  Our captain was shot and died
next da‘y." :

MADE A QUICK TRIP.

R . S
Strathcona’s Horse Arrive at Capetown
In Good Order.

The fear that Canada’s last contribu-
{ion to the Imperial armies, the Strath-
cona Horse, would reach South Afiica
too late to be of service does not by any
means seem destined to realization, their
steamer having made so fast a voyage
that its safe arrival at Capetown was
reported yesterday. The news comes
%;.n cablegram to Mr. C. E. Pooley, Q.

., M. P. P., from his son, Lieut. T. E.
Pooley, reporting: “All well,”

" —

A man's wife shonld always be the same,
especially to her husband, bnt if she s
weak and nervons, and uses Carter’'s Iron
Pills, she cannot be, for they make her
“fee] like a different person,’’ so they all
say, and their husbands say so too!

three |’

Mr. Heinze’s
Rising Star.

The Remarkable Career of the
Ploneer of 3melting In
the Kootenay.

g2t |

Luck and Popularity Attening
Him in Montana—Political
- Honors in View.

Correspondence New York Herald.

Denver, Colo., Saturday.—In 1890 F, Aug-
ust Helnze, of New Yorx, made an unpre-
te_ntlouu debut in the mining world at
Butte, Mont. His subsequent elevation to
the top notch has been as sensational as
aly recorded in the annals of miming oper-
ations. Heinze is now about thirty-four
years of age, short of stature and heavy
set, with a smoeth face and boyish cast of
countenance, and possesses the determin-
ed and aggressive disposition of the suc-
cessful plunger and gambler.

He first went to work underground as an
engineer for the Boston and Montana Cop-
per Mining Company, at a salary of $5
a day. He soon became known throughout
the camp as the ‘‘dude miner,”” for his
style was a wide departure from the usual
customs of a mining camp, he coming out
of the mine after his day’s shift and chang-
ing frem his ‘‘digging clothes” to a dress
suit, ,in which he invariably appeared for
dinner. He had more or less money of his
own outside of his wages, and took up the
work in the mine for the purpose of gain-
ing practical experience and stndying the
general situatiop. He had neither the-
oretical nor practical knowledge of mining
when he struck Butte, but continued in the
employ of the Boston and Montana com-
pany for about two years, when he return-
ed to New York City.

He had two brothers in New York, Arthur
and Otto, and at about the time he return-
ed to the East thelr grandmother died and
left each of the boys $50,000. Avgust im-
proved the opportunity of going to Ger-
‘many, where he took a technical course of
about two years in one of the leadihg
schools of mineralogy, and returned to New
York prepared to enter actively into busi-
ness as a mining operator.

He had practically decided upon his plans
for future action, and invited his two broth-
ers to join him in proposed ventures. at
Butte. Arthur, who was a lawyer, acepted
and pooled his money' with August, but
Otto decided that the dry goods business
was good enough for him, and declined the
offer.

It was not long before August was back
in Butte, where he leased the Estella mine

and that the title to a large part of the
Dayton was still- with  Adolph Wetstein. It
is sald Largey had bought the property of
a party who had never owned it, or had
given his word in place of a deed.

By the organization of the Montana Ore
Purchasing Company Senator Clark, who is
Mr. Daly’s most bitter enemy, became iden-
tified with the Heinze interests, The Daly
Tnterests have been merged into the Amal-
gamated Copper Company, with Mr. Daly
at the head, and strengthened by the
Standard Oil interests, so that it is now a
battle royal to a finish.

Heinze's luck has never left him in any
of his big legal battles. His popularity and
prestige have been steadily in the ascen-
dant since he was first pitted against Mr.
Daly. The present public feeling is now
said to be such that it is declared that, un-
less the law and the evidence are clearly
against Heinge, there I8 no chance of the
Standard Ol people getting either judge or
jury verdict against him in Montana. The
Heinze claims for damages now aggregate
almost $14,000,000, to say nothing of the
chances of his getting possession of a
fraetion of the richest part of the Ana-
conda and a part of the Comanche claim of
the Boston and Montana company.

It is said that Mr. Heinze now has politi-
cal ambitions, and has offered to sell his
interests in the Amalgamated company for
$15,000,000, the company. first offering $5,-
0,000 and then raising t6 $10,000,000. If
Heinze can merge his interests into the
Amalgamated, and ithereby segure ytiel
management of the consolidation, he will
be in line to succeed Marcus Daly, who is
supposed to be ahbout ready to retire from
politics and active life. o

Mr. Neill, of Salt Bake, a mining engineer
who has figured largely as an expert in re-
cent litigation, says: “‘I consider the posi-
tion of F. A, Heinze Invulnerable. He is
the ablest smelting man in camp. He now
has unlimited backing and ecan control
millions. He has the people of Butte and
the State behind him, He is the most
popular man in the State to-day. Marcus
Daly’s day has passed In Montana. His
fate was sealed when he joined the Stan-
dard Oil party. His boast that he runs
the State and controls the courts has fall-
en, as recent legal decisions show. I have
seen Mr. Helnze turn out ninety thousand
pounds of copper in a day from his smelter,
and a man is making a mistake in thinking
ihat he is no factor in copper production
or in the Butte camp.” 3

O RIS
A NEW FISHING RESORT.

Cushing Lake, Salt Spring Island, Offers
Tempting Attractions to the
5 Anglers.

The new steamer Iroquois, operated
from Sidney in coujunction with the V.
& S. railway, has now been in service
for eeveral days, and salready the im-
proved connection with®the islands of the
(Gult has brought a considerable increase
in traffic. It may not be generally known
as yet, but Cushing Lake, Salt Spring
islaud, now within reach daily from the
city; is oue of the best fishing resorts in
the country—and it has not been exhaust-
ed. It is to be expected that it will dur-
ing the next few weeks claim its fall

from James A. Murray, and constructed a }quota of devotees cf dhe rud.

small smelter, which formed the nucleus
of his present extensive reduction works.
Bitter litigation soon followed with Murray
over the Estella lease, Murray claiming
a violation of contract, which provided
for the payment of twenty-five per cent,
royalty on all ore running over tyelve per
cent copper, and as high as twenty-five
cent. copper, and as high as twenty-five
ment of the royalties by mixing enough
waste rock with the ore to keep its per
cent. below twelve, thus avoiding the stipu-
lated payment. This contention, however,

was not substantiated in the trial, and
Heinze won. A

Heinze also securcd a nymber of other
profitable leases. Phenomenal luck seemed
to follow him in every.vehture. He finally
bought a eontrolling interest in the Rarus
mine, which he was leasing, for $225,000.
This -was in the heart of the copper dis-
trict, Other interests were gathered to-
gether by purchasing in. small amounts.
He also leased the Glengarry claim, and
developed it in connection with the Rarus,
merging the workings into one general
system and treating the ore from both
at his smeiter, besides doing custom work.

In 1895 he was attracted to British Col-
umbia, where he secured large concesslons
‘of land, built a smelter at'Trail City and
constructed a narrow gaunge railroad from
the Columbia river at Trail City to Ross-
land, eighteen m'les inland, The mining
excitement in British Columbia was at its
height, ‘the Le Roi mine, owned by Spo-
kane parties, being the heaviest producer.
George Turner, a lawyer of Spokane, but
now United States senator from Washing-
ton, managed the Le Rol, and succeeded
in making a million or more dollars out of
the property. Trouble arose among the
holders,. and Heinze gave Turned $50,000
with which to secure control of the
stock, with an agreement that Turner
should give Heinze a two years’ contract
to treat the output of the mine, about two
hundred tons per day, at $11 per ton, the
cre to be hauled over Heinze's narrow
gauge road.

The big rush to that district proved most
profitable to the “Trail road, and Heinze |
constructed branches to his road in various
directions. His power was growing too
much to suit the Canadiap Pacific officials,
swho threatened to parallel his lime, With-
in two years of the time he went to Brit-
ish Columbia, Helnze sold his smelter and
railroad Interests to, the Canadian Pacific
for $1,200,000, reserving to himself his con-
cessions of about three hundred thousand
acres of mineral and agricultural lands.

Upon Heinze's return to Butte two years
ago litigation was started there against
him by the Boston and Montana, the Butte
and Boston, and the Anaconda Copper
Mining companies, which were practically
controlled by the same people or ‘“the Mar-
cug Daly interests.”” The litigation was
started by the Butte and Boston company
instituting suit against Helnze for $150,000
damages for ore alleged to have been ex-
tracted from the Michael Davitt claim
through the workings on the Rarus. This
was followed by a suit for $500,000 by the
Boston and Montana company for ore
claimed to have been taken from the Penn-
sylvania claim through the Rarus. Heinze
then filed sult against the Boston and Mony
tana company for over $2,000,000 for ore
alleged,to have been taken from the Rarus
through the lower workings of the Moun-
tain View. Suit after sult was soon piled
up om every conceivable pretext, until there
are-now nearly sixty different sults pending
between these parties in the state courts
of Montana and the United States courts.

When the legal warfare started between
the. | Boston and Montana and 'Butte ‘and
Boston’ on./the. one side, and the Montana
Ore Purchasiyg Company and F. A, Heinze
on the .other, Helnze summoned his brother,
who is a lawyer, and had one year spent in-
investigating the mining titles on the Butte
mountain. A state of affairs, as respects
overlapping claims ‘and legal titles, was
discovered that could have existed under so
much of value nowhere else in the world.
Among.other things it was discovered that
the richest mine of the Boston and Man-
tana, the famous Comanche, had by the
records an imperfect title. This mine was
made up of two claims, the Dayton and the

Comanche, one overlapping the other, the {

Dayton being rather on the north side.
When the Boston and Montana bought the
Comanche it was supposed to include the
Dayton claiih, which covered about omne-
half the Comanche ore chate. It appears’
that Patrick Largey had deeded a two-
thi; interest in the Dayton to the Co-
manche, but the Heinzé brothers discovered

LINERS COME AND GO.

Puebla Replaces the Umatilla Tempor-
arily—Many Chinese Arrivals.

The favorite Viectoria-San Franeisco
steamer City of Puebla, which tempor-
arily replaces the Umatilla during the
progress of the latter’s spring overhaul-
ing, arrived at the William Head quar-
antine at 9 o’clock Sunday evening, and
after the prescribed inspection, docked
here early yesterday morning. Her first-
class passengers for this port numbered
eighteen in all, while in the -sécond class
she had a total of seventy-three, of whom
a majority are Chinese in bond, con-
signed to pointdin Eastern Canada. Pur-
ser Notman of the Umatilla has decided
to take a rest with his ship, and his office
in the Puebla is for the time being filled
by Purser Skinner. The Queen was the
sailing steamer of the line for San Fran-
cisco last evening, and carried the fol-
lowing passengers from this city. W. H.
McLean, L. A. Harrison and Miss Har-
rison, H, A. Stewart, Mrs. M. C. Con-~
rad, S. J. C. Tremayne, Mrs. F. M. Py-
bus, Miss E. Forrest, Miss L. Walther,
and Miss Dena Schroeder.

DOMINION DREDGI! ARRIVES.

The Mudlark Comes to Victoria to Déep-
en the Harbor and Channel.

In accordance with the instructions
from OGttawa for the improvement of
Victoria harbor, the Government dredge
Mudlark has arrived .from Nanaimo,
where for some time past she has been
in service, and is now dt the Customs
house wharf awaiting the initiation of
active operations—the steamer Princess
(which brougnt down the dredge) having
meanwhile returned to Nanaimo for the
scows. It will be well toward.the end
of the week; according to Mr. Goodwin,
who is in charge of the dredge, before
the Mudlark recommences her work here.
When only favorable conditions of. bot-
tom present - themselves, the - Mudlark
brings up from 500 to 1,000 cubic yards
of mud per diem} she is, however, purely
a soft bottom worker. It is now %hree
vears since the dredge was last in use for
the benefit of Victoria ‘harbor, since
whicia time the inner harbor has choked
up with alarming rapidity.
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Little Liver Pills.

Largey owned but one-third by the record,

[{'g¥]l and Sutherland
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Methuen on
His Mishaps

The General Explains His Course
in Storming Position at
Magersfontein.

Two Disastrous Incidents of
a Terrible Day Told Of
in Detail.

The London Gazette publishes the follow-
ing despatch from Lord Methuen forward-
ed to the war office by Lord Roberts:

Modder River Camp, February 15.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that
any further advance by the railway was
out of the question, owing to the large
kopjes on either side, which had been
strongly entrenched. Besides, there was
not sufficient water by that route to Kim-
berley.

Anticipating my possible advance along
the Modder river, the enemy had entrench-
ed a very strong position running north-
west. F :

The northern portion of the position con-

sists of a kopje about three mies long,
the southern ehd terminating in_a high
wall which is the key to the position. From
the south end of this kopje an underfeature,
covered with low bush, extends about five
miles to the Modder river. This portion
of the position was also entrenched.

So long as this kopje, named Magersfon-
tein, remained in possession of the enemy,
U did not feel justified with my smail force
in marching up the Modder river, for my
line of communication would have been
in danger, and my transport could only
carry five days’ provisions. Had I marched
round by Jacobsdal to Brown's Drift I
should have hgd to fight my way across
the river in the fact of a moblile force con-
sisting of 16,000 men.

Had I elected to fight my way through
the bushy ground, with small slope be-
tween Magersfontein and the Modder river,
1 should have incurred very heavy loss, gnd
in addition, to the guns not being able to
render me very great assistance, they would
run a good chance of being captured.

In any case I had to be prepared for a
second heavy action at Spytfontein, and a
blow dealt to the enemys’ centre at Magers-
fontein would render any future fight at
Spytfontein easier than any success on their
left flank could have done.

The reconnaissance work had been ex-
tremely difficult on account of the large
amount of wire between the two rivers,
whilst on the north side of the Modder,
owing to the enemy’s entrenchments, the
cavalry had not been able to advam¢e any
great distance.

My orders were

TO RELIEVE KIMBERLEY,

and the longer I remained ingctive the
stronger the enemy weonld become in my
front, Therefore on the day my last re-
inforcement arrived I decided to continue
my advance to Kimberley and attack th
Majesfontein kopje. 2

With this purpose I gave orders for the
kopje to be bombarded from 4:50 p.m. to
16:40 on the 10th of December, with all my
guns, including the naval 4-T-inch.

At daybreak on the 11th December the
gouthern end of the kopjé was to be as-
saulted by the Highland Brigade, supported
by all the guns, their' right and rear be-
ing protected by the Guards’ Brigade.

Judging from the moral effect produced
by the guns in my three previous actions,
and the additional anticipated effect of
lyddite, I expected great destruction of life
in the tr hes, and a iderable d -
alizing effect on the enemy’s nerves, there-
by indirectly assisting the attack at day-
break.

In‘accordance with the orders issued, of
whieh I attach a copy, the artillery, on the
30th fired with aceuracy and effect on the
kopje and the trenches at the ‘foot from
480 p.m, to 6:4 p.m. 5

The night march was ordered for 12:30
a.m., the bearings and distance having been
acsertained at great personal risk by Major
Benson, Royal Artillery, my deputy assist-
ant adjutant-general (A). The distance is
two and a half miles, and daybreak was due
at 3:25 a.m.

_About half an hour after the Highland
Brigade marched off it eame on to pour, &
heavy thunderstorm accompanying the rain.
The downpour lasted until daybreak.

The brigade was led with perfect accur-
acy to the point of assault by Major Ben-
son, The advance was slow, even for a
night march, Major Benson, with a com-
pass in each hand, had frequently to halt
on account of the lightning and rifles af-
fecting the compasses.

I may remark that two rifles

._ WENT OFF BY ACCIDENT _

before the march commenced, and it is pret-.
ty clear flashes from a lantern gave the
enemy timely notice of the march.

Before. moving off Major-General Wau-
chope explained all he intended to do and
the partienlar part each battalion of his
brigade was to play in the scheme. Namely,
that he intended to march direct on the
southwest spur of the kopje, and on arrival
near the objective before daybreak, the
Black Watch were to move to the east of
the kopje, where he believed the enemy
to be posted under shelter, whilst the Sea-
forth Highlanders were to march straight
to the southeast point of the kopje, with
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders pro-
longing the line to the left, the Highland
Light Infantry to be in reserve until the
action was developed.

The brigade was to march in mass of

quarter-columns, the foyr battalions keep-
ing touch, and, if necessary, ropes were to
be used for the left guides: these ropes
were taken; but I believe used by only two
battalions.
The three battalions were to extend just
before daybreak, two companies In firing
line, two companies in support, and four
companies in reserve, all at five paces in-
térval between them, %

WHAT HAPPENED
was as follows:

daybreak, which took place at 4 am., as
m:lvrtgadew‘uvupmrmg the foot of the
je,  Major-General ‘Wauchope gave the

‘Torder for 'the ‘Black’ Watch to extend, but

to @irect its ‘advance on thie spur in front,
the Seaforth Highlanders to prolong to the
left, the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
to prolong to the right, the Highland Light
Infantry in Teserve. Five minutes earlier
(the kopje looming in the distance), Major
Benson had asked Major-General Wauchope
it he did not conmsider it to be time to de-
ploy. = Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes-Hallett
states that the extension could have taken
place 200 yards sooner, but the leading bat-
talion got thrown into confusion in the
dark by a very thick bit of bush about 20
to 80 yards long. The Seaforth Highland-
ers went round this bush to the right, and
had just got into its original position be-
hind the Black Watch when the order to ex-
tend was given by Major-General Wau-
chope to the Blaek Watch. The Seaforth
Highlanders and two conipanies of the Ar-
Highlanders were also
moving out, and were in the act.of extend-

Not finding any signs of ,D
the enemy on the right flank just before | and cures all

ed In by the enemy, most of the bullets go-
ing over the men. ;

Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes-Hallett at
once ordered the Seaforths to fix bayonets
and charge the position.

The officers commanding the other bat-
talions acted in a similar manner. At this
moment someone gave the word

“RETIRE.”

Part of the Black Watch then rushed back
through the ranks of the Seaforths, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Hallett ordered his men to
halt and lie down, and not to retire. It was
now becoming quite light, and some of the
Black Watch were a little in front, to the
left of the Seaforths.

The artillery, advancing to the support
of the attack, had opened fire from the time
it was light enough to see.

No orders having been received by the
Seaforths, the commanding officer advanced
the leading units to try and reach the
trenches, which were about 400 yards off;
but the officers and half the men fell before
a very heavy fire, which opened as soon
as the men moved. About ten minutes
later the Seaforths tried another rush, with
the same result. Colonel Hughes-Hallett
then considered it best to remain where he
was till orders came.

Meanwhile the 9th Lancers, the 12th
Lancers, the ‘G’ Battery, Royal Horse
Artillery, and Mounted Infantry were work-
ing on the right flank:

At 12 midnight on the 10th the 12th Lan-~

cers and Guards marched from camp, the
former to join the Cavalry Brigade, the
latter to protect the rear and right of the
Highland Brigade. Considering the night,
it does Major-General Sir Henry Colville
immense credit that he carried out his
orders to the letter, as did Major-General
Babington,
. A heavy fire was maintained the whole
morning. The Guards’ Brigade held a
front of about 1% mbies. The Yorkshire
Light. Infantfy protected my right flank
with five’companies; three companies being
left at a drift. 3

Capt. Jones, Royal Engineers, and Lieu-
tenant Grubb were with the balloon sec-
tion, and gave me valnable information
during the day. I learnt from this source,
at about 12 noon, that the enemy were re-
ceiving large reinforcements from Abuts-
dam and Spytfontein.

THE ENEMY HELD THEIR OWN

on this part of the field, for the under-
feature was strongly entrenched, concealed
by small bushes, and on slight undulations.

At 12 noon I ordered the battalion of
"¢‘Gordons,”’” which was with the supply col-
umn, to support the Highland Brigade.
The trenches, even after the bombardment
by lyddite and shrapnel since daybreak,
were too strongly held to be cleared.

The Gordons advanced in separate half
battalions, and though the attack could
not be carried home, the battalion did-
splendid work throughout the day.

At 1 p.m., the Seaforth Highlanders
found themselves exposed to a heavy cross-
fire, the enemy trying to get round to the
right. The commanding officer brought his
left forward. An order to re was
given, and it was at this timé& that the
greater part of the casualties occurred.
The retirement continued for 500 yards,
and the Highlanders remained there till
dusk. Lieutenant-Colonel Dowpman, com-
manding the Gordons, gave the order to
retire, because he found his position unten-
able, so soon as the Seaforth Highlanders
made their turning movement to the right.

This was an unfortunate retirement, for
Colonel Hughes-Hallett had received in-
structions from me to remain in positiea
until dusk, and the enemy were at this
time quitting the trenches by teus and
twenties, - .

I have made use of Lieutenant-Gotonel
Hughes-Hdllett's report (the acting brig-
adler) for the description of the part the
Highland Brigade took in the action.

MAJOR-GENERAL WAUCHOPE

told me, when I asked him the question,
on the evening of the 10th, that he quite
understood his orders, and made no further
remark, He died at the head of the brig-
ade in which his name will always remain
honored and respected. His high military
reputation and attainments disarm all
criticism. Every soldier in my division de-
plores the 1oss of a fine ‘soldier and true
comrade,

The attack failed. The inclement weath-
er was against success. The men In the
Highland Brigande were ready enough to
rally, but the paucity of officers and non-
commissioned officers rendered this no essy
matter. I attach no blame to this splen-
did brigade. From noon until dark I eld
my own opposite to the enemy’s entrench-
ments. A

“G” Battery, Royal '@ Horse Artillery,
fired hard till dark, expending nearly 200
rounds per gun.. 5

Nothing could exceed the conduct of the
troops from theé time of the failure of the
attack at daybreak, There was not the-
slightest confusion, though the fight was
carried on under as hard conditions as one
can imagine, for the men had been on the
move “from midnight, and were suffering
terribly from thirst. At 7:15 p.m. fighting
ceased, tHe Highland Brigade formed up
under cover, the Guards Brigade held
my front, the Yorkshire Light Infantry se-
cured my right flank, the cavalry and guns
were drawn in to behind the infantry.

The men carried half ration, they had
half ¥ation given them by the supply col-
umn, and they had a lot of rum served out,
as well as a good supply of water.

1 declded that if I found the_trenches
vacated ~in the morning I would A:ivan?e
to Brown's Drift, pying Mag
kopje! if, on the contrary, the entrench-
ments were still eccupled, 1 would retire
slowly to this place. The wounded I sent
during the night to the rear, and also the
upply column. ;

? I:;lp t’i:e morning T found the trenches still
occupled, and, although, Major-General Sir
H. Colville expressed his opinion that it
would be advisable to hold on, I found, af-
ter going over the position with the sen-
for officers of my force, there was a con-
currence of opinion that my judgment was
sound, and a retirement advisable.

1 retired In excellent order at 12 mnoon,
Sir H. Colville, with the Guards, cavalry
and artillery, covering  the retirement.
About 300 of the Gordons volunteered to
act fs stretcher bearers to carry back
the ‘wounded to camp, There were only
two casualties during the retirement,
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