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TORIA.

The Law Society wishes to entertain
Baron Herschell at a banquet. This is
very proper. It is wholly praiseworthy
that some notice should be taken of the
visit of an ex-Lord Chancellor of the
TUnited Kingdom. But Lord ' Herschell
is not visiting Canada as an ex-occupant
of the Woolsack. He comes as the head
of the British commission, which is to
meet in Quebec for the settlement of all
yoatters in dispute between the Dominion
and the United States. In their settle-
nent British Columbia has the greatest
possible interest; yet we have not yet
observed any disposition on, the part of
the people of this province, except so
far as the Colonist and the Kootenaian
may be said to speak for the people, to
concern themselves in the slightest de-
gree about it. When there is a chance

’ %o find fault with some one there is no
iack of zeal. There is not the least doubt
that if the Quebec conference shall ar-
rive at any decisions, which do not seem
favorable to this province, the Board of
Trade will place on record a teken of its
disapproval, but if there is the least in-
tention on the part of any one to see
that steps are taken to place the views
of British Columbia before the British
commissioners, it has not come to the
nctice of this paper.

TUnder these circumstances the Colonist
will undertake as best it can to make
out, what it conceives to be the case of
British Columbia in the premises. It
does not claim that it possesses all the
infcrmation necessary for that purpose
or that its judgment is any more apt to
be correct than that of any individual
citizen, but only eighteen days remain
before the conference will assemble, and
as no official body has given the slight-
est intimation of an intention’ to move in
the matter, we do not feel that the case
should be allowed to go wholly by de-
fault. We desire that any views ex-
pressed en this subject by this paper
shculd be criticized by correspondents,
to whom every reasonable latitude awill

be given. -

IN EXCHANGE FOR SEALING.

Assuming that Canada will be asked
to surrender the right to pelagic sealing,
what compensation shall be demanded?
In answering this question, we premise
that as such a surrender will involve not
only the compensation of owners of seal-
ers for capital invested, but the con-
gideration of the claims of some two
thousgnd people dependent for a liveli-
hood upon this industry, it is obvious
that there is a local as well as a gen-
eral aspect of the case, Canada may
agree to surrender this right in consid-
eration of some concession by the United
States, and as betiween ‘the two nations
thcre may be an equitable quid pro quo,
hut this may or may not compensate
British Columbia, and British Columbia
in . this connection means substantially
Victoria and Vancouver Island, for the
savrifice of a permanent industry, where-
by some two thousand bread-winners are
given employment. What then, shall we
ask in consideration of such a sacrifice?
Manifestly it ought to be something
which will give employment in lieu of
that which must be given up. Equally
self-evident is it that this is a detail into
which the conference will not go, and
one that must be left for the govern-
ment and parliament of Canada to deal
awith, wnen the time comes to giving ef-
fect to the conclusions of the confer-
ence. None the less, however, is it true
that the government of Canada should
be informed of the views of the people
of this community in the matter, so that
it cannot be hereafter said that these
were not advanced at an early enough
dete to be taken into consideration.

It may, of course, be that the sealing
rights will not be given up, but our im-
pression is that the United States will
press very strongly for their surrender,
and the fact that the industry-is so local
in its nature will undoubtedly have its
influence with the Canadian commission-
ers. Moreover, the matter of compen-
sating the sealers for the money invest-
ed has been freely spoken of in the East-
ern Canadian press as the easiest and
smuplest way out of the difficulty. The
firet peint that we wish to make is that,
if it is proposed to surrender the seal-
ing rights, no mere money payment to
the owners of the sealing schooners will
be regarded by the people here as suffi-
cient. Whatever may.be asked of the
Thnited States in this regard, more than
this will be demanded by the people of
Vancouver Island.

If the sealing industry is to be given
up, the only adequate compensation
would be the inauguration of such de-
velopment projects on Vancouver Island
-as would afford employment and facili-
tate settlement and the opening of the
metalliferous mines. Among projects
which’*may be mentioned .in this con-
_mection are the extension of the E. &
N. railway to the north end of the Is-
land, or at least to Seymour Narrows,
with a view to a cornection with a
fine on the Mainland for the opening of
-the central and nothern porition of the
province; a railway up the west coast
‘of the Island as far as Barclay Sound;
the establishment of connection by rail-

expect successfully to compete,
rate of progress being now made in
Kootenay, that portion of the province
will soon be commercially indifferent to
the coast. Vancouver possesses an im-
mcepse advantage in being on the Main-
lund and the terminus of a trans-contin-
ental railway. Victorians should not de-
ceive themselves as to the future. The
ev(nts of the next few years will large-
ly decide the future of this city, and
this is a matter coming directly home
to these persons who have large property
interests here. If Victoria is ever to
be anything more than it is now, if, in-
deed, it is to retain its present position
and influence; a sphere of business must
be opened on Vancouver Island and in
the Central and Northern poritions of
the province. We submit that now is
the most opportune moment that has
ever come or is likely to come in years,
to press our claims upon the Dominion
government, and it ought not to be al-
lowed to pass unimproved.

The Colonist invites the expression of
opinion from correspondents on this sub-
ject in order that as strong a presenta-
tion: of the case as possible may be for-
warded to the Premier before the con-
ference meets.

THE WATER MUDDLE.

e

It appears that there is a solution of
the waterworks' muddle and that ‘the
$15,000 by-law can be re-submitted if
one-fifteenth of those entitled to vote
petition the council for re-submission.
This would require a petition signed by
not more than two hundred taxpayers
on property, each of whom would have
to guarantee to pay the sum of fifty
cents each, which would fully cover the
cost.

In view of this provision of the law, if
one or two citizens, who feel an interest
in the matter, will take the matter up,
they would doubtless easily get the requi-
site number of signatures, and as each
subsecriber to the petition would vote for
the by-law there is very little doubt
about its being carried, for the adverse
vote is likely to be very small. Only
276 votes were cast against the by-law at
the former election and the opposition
vote is likely to be even less at another
election. The aflirmative vote would be
very much larger for many persons, fav-
oxjable to the by-law, neglected to go
to the polls on May 31st.

We hope that this way of settling an
annoying and rather discreditable com.
plication will be promptly adopted; but it
will be necessary for some one outside of
the city council to take the initiative,

THE CASSIAR ELECTION.

The attack upon the government by
reason of the Cassiar election has been
of the grossest possible kind. Probably
no worse falsehoods have ever been put
in print in regard to any government
than have been circulated by the oppo-
sition press in connection with the Cas-
siar election, for to take advantage of
official position in order to stifle the ex-
pression of public opinion at the polls
is as base an act as a. government can
coramit; it strikes at the very founda-
tion of our institutions. Yet this is what
the opposition has charged, and though
the allegation has been disproved it has
not been withdrawn. On the contr-
ary a new charge has now been made,
namely, that the election is void be-
cause the government either ignorantly
or wilfully fixed too late a date for poll-
ing in-all parts of the district, except
Rivers Inlet. This false assertion will
doubtless, like the previous one, be
spread abroad all over Canada and be
taken up by the papers, which are pre-
judiced against Mr. Turner and his col-
leagues and used not only to their disad-
vintage, but to that of the province, for
it is perfectly true that allegations of
coiruption and blundering on the part
of the members of a provincial ministry
do great harm to the province. At the
risk of giving more space than perhaps
ought to be devoted to the denial of
what is simply a series of common false-
hccds, we will deal with the Cassiar
election at some detail.

The writ for the Cassiar election was
sent to J. M. Lindsay, of Port Simpson,
returning officer on June 18th and with
it was a formal letter of instructions.
All that was said in the letter regard-
ing the date of the nomination and elec-
tion was to call the returning officer’s
attention to sections 46 and 53 of the
‘Act. These sections are as follows:

46.—In the Electoral District of Cas-
siar the Returning Officer shall fix the
day of nomination of candidates, and
alsltly the time and places for holding the

poll. ;
.53.—-In the Electoral District of Cas-
siar the Returning Officer sball fix the
dayv for the holding of the polls in each
station in the. district. The day so
fixed need not be the same for all the
said polling stations, but the Returning
Officer shall, in- his discretion, fix for
the holding of the polls at each polling
station the nearest practicable day sub-
seguent to the day fixed for the nomin-
ation of candidates as = aforesaid not
more than twenty days after the day of
nomination. -

These special provisions are called for
because of the remoteness of the several

er which Canada for imperial reasons|rectly to the returning officer as to
1zay be called upon to grant. the date for nomination or election, but
Is it necessary to remind the people that no members of the government nor‘
of Victoria that the present is a very|any person connected with any of the onies should pay  the cost of training
critical position in the history of this|public departments knew what dates had naval reserve men, while the Imperial |t
city? They read the signs of the times|been fixed for the nomination and elec- government pays the retaining
to very little purpose who do not see|tion or that any dates had been fixed,
7HE INDIFFERENCE OF VIC- |how the future of the city is threatened | until

the returning officer himself

We think the aforegoing statements

On the second point that the fixing of
August 6th as a voting day remnders the

election void, it is to be premised that if

this were the case, the fault would rest
with ' the returning officer, in whom
the law vests the discretion of fixing
the day. Owing to the irregularity of
mail communciation with the southern
pcrtion of Cassiar, it would be practical-
ly impossible for the returning officer
to consult with the Attorney General,
uriess he very greatly delayed the elec-
tion. The law directs him to use his
discretion, and it is to be assumed that
if 2 man knows enough to be returning
officer, he knows how to count twenty.
But there is nothing in the point. Nomin-
ation was on July 15; voting at Rivers
Inlet was on July 30, and voting at the
other polls on August 6. The Opposition
say that from July 15 to August 6 is
more than twenty days—that there are
twenty-two days including polling day.
On this point we refer to section 4 of the
Consolidated Election Law, which reads
as follows: .

4.—In reckoning time for the purposes
of this Act, any day being a holiday, as
defined by the “Interpretation Act” shall
be excluded.

The Interpretation Act provides:

Sec. 10, sub. sec. 19.—The word “holi-
day” shall include Sundays, New Year’s
Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, Do-
minion Day and Christmas Day, the days
aprointed by the celebration of the birth-
day of Her Majesty and of Her Royal
successors, and any day appointed by
proclamation for a general . fast or
thanksgiving, and any day appointed by
proclamation or order of the Lieutenant-
Gevernor in Council as a holiday.

July 15 fell on Friday. Hence July
17 was Sunday, also July 24, also July
31, and the returning officer had the
right under the law in reckoning the
twenty days to exclude these days, and
he appears to have done. so, and have
kept within the twenty days. Thus the
case of the orposition falls completely to
the ground, and all' the gross slanders
that have been sent abroad in connec-
tion with the Cassiar election are shown
to have been without the shadow of
foundation.

Prominent in circulating these slanders
has been the News-Advertiser, which
takes its inspiration frem ‘Mr. Cotton,
M.P.P. This paper is particularly se-
vere in its animadversions upon the At-
torney-General for alleged: ignorant or
wilful disregard of the law. To this at-
tack upon Mr. Eberts, the News-Adver-
tiser adds:

The more this Cassiar election affair
is examined, the worse the unsavoriness
of the whole business is seen to be.
Everyone can realise the corruption and
intimidation which is possible where the
polling takes place on different days and
thus affords .opportunities for agents of
the government to travel from place to
place on their nefarious errand. But
there is more than this. In such a dis-
trict, where the area is so large, the poll-
ing stations so remote from one another
and—according to the contention of ine
government itself during the last ses-
sion of the legislature—hundreds of new
voters, strangers, to one another and to
the officials, likely to claim the right t>
vote, what is to prevent an amount of
personation and fraud almost incredible
under ordinary circumstances and the
effect of which would be to neutralize
the legitimate political influence of the
bona fide electors? Such suspicions will
inevitably be felt and the government
has only itself to blame for them on ac-
count of the extraordinary manner in
which it has acted all along in regard to
the elections in Cassiar.

anything more thoughly indecent.
It is a base and deliberate slander.
The News-Advertiser knew when it pub-
ished the paragraph quoted that the gov-
ernment had simply followed out the law
in regard to Cassiar and had not inter-
fered in any way directly or indirectly
with the action of the returning officer.
On July 21st the Colonist quotéd a para-
graph from the News-Advertiser, charg-
ing that the date of the election had been
hurried on by order of the government,
and after denying it in general terms
said:

To make the denial more categorical,
so that the News-Advertiser cannot say
that the Colonist or the government is
evading the issue or obscuring it with
words, we will add, speaking on the au-
thority of the Premier, that the News-
Advertiser is wholly untrue, and that the
dates for the nomination and election in
Cassiar were fixed by the returning offi-
cer without any advice, direction or sug-
gestion, direct or indirect, from the gov-
ernment or any person entitled in any
way, shape, manner or form to speak on
behalf of the government or any member
thereof, and that so far as the govern-
ment or any member thereof knows, the
returning officer fixed the date acting
wholly on his own discretion without ad-
vice or suggestion from any one, and
before the result of the voting on July

9th was known.

With this explicit ‘and authoritative
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has the baseness to make the mean and

other. districts is fixed by the Lieuten- cowardly insinuations above quoted. We
ant-Governor in Council, and the law|2T® at a loss for language adequately to
describe such baseness, and it would be
¢ hopeless to seek for words that would
/Not only were no official instructions|shame so despicable a slinderer into an

giad to print them. The things above|sent to the returning ‘officer, but the|admission of wrong or an apology.

aentioned are only what the. Island
-orght to have under any circumstances,

Colonist 1s in a position to.say that no
member of the government, nor any per-

““ Now, this tax on beer—” the Garrulous

Boarder be

Than this it is not easy to imagine |

T
CANADA AND THE NAVAL RE-
SERVE.
Mr. Goschen’s proposal that the col-

fees,
is the first practical proposal for the
creation of a colonial naval reserve,
for which certain’ enthusiastic spirits,

by influences, against which it is use-|brcught out word as to what he had both in England and Canada, have been
less to protest and almost hopeless to|done. The object of the returning officer agitating for some years past without
At the|in coming down was to get the names of
the candidates printed on the ballots.

apparently making much impression on
public opinion. 'I'he British navy now
has over 100,000 men on the active list,
having been increased by about 25,000

effectually dispose of the allegation that men during the last six years; there are
there was any fraud, undue practice or
misuse of office by the government, any
member or members of the government |7 he Hon; T. A. Brassey, speaking on
or any person on behalf of them or either | naval affairs a couple of weeks ago, said
of them.

10,000 pensioners who might be called
upon, and a naval reserve of 25,000
men, increased recently by 1,000 or 2,000.

that if Great Britain were plunged into

war to-morrow with a first class naval

power, or a combination of naval pow-

ers, there would be an immense demand

for ships and men. The ships could be

had by paying for them; the men were

not to be had unless they were pro-

vided for beforehand. It was impossible

to estimate accurately what number of

men would be required in a naval war;

it might be put at least at 50,000, ana

possibly at 100,000 beyond the numbers

at present available. For supplying the
number of men in time of war two
courses were open. They could either
maintain in peace time the personnel of
the navy on what was practically a war
footing, or they must have a reserve
adequate in .numbers and eflicient as
regarded training to bring the numbers
up from a peace to a war strength. Mr.
Brassey gave a number of reasons, most
of them sufliciently obvious, for prefer-
ring the latter plan, and he proposed to
increase the naval reserve by 25,000 or
50,000 men. Other critics have proposed
a more moderate increase, but an in-
crease of the naval reserve to some ex-
tent forms part of the plans of every
naval expert in Great Britain, and has
evidently been seriously considered by
the Admiralty. This increase can be
most easily found among the fishermen
of British North America; those of Can-
ada number about 70,000, and Newfound-
land would also contribute her share.
The British mercantile navy is becoming:
year by year a poorer field of supply for
the reserve, for the number of British
seamen is constantly diminishing; the
uncertainty of employment and the low
rate of wages as compared with those of
skilled laborers ashore make the sea-
faring life less attractive. The reasons
underlying Mr. Goschen’s proposal are,
therefore, sound, and it is one that will
have to be seriously considered by the
Canadian government. The training ot
the men will, of course, involve con-
siderable expense—how much, it will be
impossible to say till the details of the
Admiralty’s proposals are to hand. The
naval reserve formerly consisted of two
classes; the first had served for six
months on a man-of-war; the second
simply underwent twenty-eight days’
training annually in stationary drill
ships or the reserve ship stationed in
the coast district to which they belonged.
But last year new regulations were is-
sued for members of the Royal Naval
Reserve, with the view of improving
their efficiency. Instead of being known
as first and second class reserve men,
they are now all described as *“qualified
seamen,” and the men formerly known
as second class reserve men are given
the choice of qualifying themselves for
the new and superior grade, or quitting
the reserve altogether. The rezulation
now in force reads: ‘“They will be called
upon within their first term of enrolment
to enter upon a iperiod of six months’
training in the Royal Navy, and failing
to carry out this training will not be
retained in the reserve. Upon the com-
pletion of six months’ naval training
men will be advanced to the ‘Qualified
Seamen’ under certain conditions as to
charaeter, health, and capacity.” It is
this six months’ training which the col-
onial governments are expected to pay
for, but unless the number of men is
much larger than is at present expected,
the expense ought not to be wery great.
Whatever the burden, it should be cheer-
fully borne as a small part of our debt
to the Empire and a small price to pay
for the protection of our coasts nad ship-
ping by the British navy. The service
would probably prove attractive to Can-
adian fishermen, though the payment
made by the British government is
small; there is some talk of increasing it,
but at the most it would not be more
than $50 a year.—Montreal Gazette.

A RESOLUTE JUDGE.

The spirit of law and order which pre-
vails in Canadian mining towns and
camps has been much commented on
since the recent discoveries of precious
metals in British Columbia and the Yu-
kon territory. If there is any to whom
that spirit is due in more than ordinary
part, to him should honor be paid. Such
a one was Sir Mathew Baillie Begbie,
the late chief justice of British Colum-
ia.

In the Canadian Magazine for July,
a sketch of Sir Mathew Begbie by Mr.
Edward Nicolls gives the impression

of character which must have been of
extreme val®e in a pioneer community.
British Columbia has lately been the
scene of great mineral discoveries, but
it is to be remembered that these are
not the first; they are discoveries largely
of quartz, of precious ore in the solid
rock; but a generation ago there was a
'rush to British Columbia similar to that
now to the. Klondike of placer miners,
hunting for gold which could be washed
out of the sands, gravel, and alluvial
soil. Judge Begbie’s work came then.
A young Scotchman who had practised
law in London for fourteen years, he
was sent out to Vancouver Island as
chief justice in 1838, and soon became
chief justice of Britsh Columbia also.
Gold in large quantities had been dis-
covered. The news spread rapidly in all
directions and tens of thousands of
gold seekers, hangers on, adventurers
and swindlers soon arrived upon the
scene, and exhibited a dangerous lawless-
ness in every mining camp. The prov-
ince being so large, and there being no
railways, nor even roads of any import-
ance, it was indeed a herculean task to
keep order and enforce the law. No
number of police or sheriffs would have
availed if British law had not been
clear and definite, allowing no latitude
for appeals and delays, and if a judge
worthy of British law had not been on
hand. A weak man at the head of the
judiciary would have been a calamity;
but “Chief Justice Begbie proved him-
self to be a man of iron will and fearless
independence and impartiality, in fact
the very man for the place and times;
very soon the majesty of the law was
asserted. Everybody  was expected to
bow to the law, even to the wild Indians
and Chinese. The miners had shot down
the native inhabitants as if they had
been deer or ducks, and enjoyed the fun;
but . they were brought to .justice, and
many a white man was hanged for kill-
ing an Indian, When cases were brought

=
er whoever he might be, and whoever
might have been his victim.

erican historian Bancroft:

of a sterling worth and a determination | ceed

According to the opinion of the Am-

“The province owes an obligation to

he memory of the late chief justice

more than to any person, for the wise

and liberal provisions of the govern-

ment, and for the almost unbroken reign

of peace and order from the time of his

appointment onwards. More than any

person I have met in my historical pil-

grimage from Darien to Alaska, he was

the incarnation of justice; there was

none to match him.”

When it was understood, by savage
and civilized alike, that justice in his
hands was sure, swift and inflexible,
the battle was won. No one cared to
kill; he was sure to hang for it. It
was a scene worthy of notice which often
presented itself, Judge Begbic and his
sheriff, Nicoll, each mounted on a mule,
riding through the forests, and over the
mountains into the mining camps. “Here
goes old Begbie,” said one. “Yes,” said
his companion, “he will hang you if you
don’t take care.” A case of execution by
himself is said to have actually occurred.
The sheriff being ill and no one else
procurable, the chief justice did the
banging.

Instances are given by Mr. Nicolls of
the judge’s aggressiveness in the dis-
charge'of his duty, for instance:

A man in the upper country was placed
in the dock charged with murder; it was
a clear case and of great brutality. No
counsel appearing for him, the judge told
the accused he would see that he had a
fair trial. The jury found the man
guilty, and before passing sentence the
judge asked if he had anything to say.
“Yes,” replied the man, “I have not
had a .fair trial” “Well,” said the
indge, “you shall have a new trial, but
it shall be before another judge. It
shall be before your Maker.” And
the death sentence was pasesd.

And again:

A man named Gilchrist was tried for
murder. The accused was a gambler,
and having lost, he shot the man he
played with. The slayer was tried and
ihe clearest evidence produced. The
jury. brought in a verdict of manslaugh-
ter. In passing sentence the judge, turn-
ing to the prisoner, said: “It is not a
pleasant duty for me to have to sentence
you only to prison for life. Your crime
was unmitigated murder. You deserve
to be hanged. Had the jury dome their
duty, I might now have the painful satis-
faction of condemning you to death.”
Then, turning to the jury, he said: “You,
gentlemen of the jury, permit me to say,
that it would give great pleasure to see
you hanged, each and every one of you,
for bringing in a murderer guilty only
of manslaughter.”

It sounds brutal; but juries needed
plain speaking. In a clear case of the
shooting and killing of an Indian by a
white man about that time, the coroner’s
jury returned a verdict that the Indian
had been “worried to death by a dog.”
The verdict was refused; they then
brought in a finding that he had met his
death “by falling over a cliff.”

There is said to be but one case of
lynching on record in British Columbia.
Is it too ‘much to believe that to Chief
Justice Begbie this is largely due? Is
it too much to believe that peace and
order anywhere depend on law that is
not only just but determiner, not only
determined, but sure, not only sure but
prompt? And is it well that we in
Eastern Canada are alowing delays to
enter into the administration of our
criminal law? That the government in-
terferes to grant new trials after the
sentences of juries? That communtations
of sentences have lately been the rule,
not. the exception? = That pardons are
granted before the expiry of the terms
of sentence to prison? The increasing
number of crimes of violence of late in
Ontario and Quebec may reasonably be
set down to the laxity which has crept
into the administration of criminal jus-
tice, and the people can afford to ask
themselves and  ask the government
whether this country aims at the condi-
tions of lawlessness and lynchings which
prevail in many of the States across the
line, or whether we aim at the condi-
tions of peace and justice which $ir
Mathew Begbie by unfaltering qump-
istration of law helped to establish in
the rough mining camps of our most un-
settled provinee.—Ottawa Journal.

THE SPANISH PEOPLE.

How far the impending overturn in
Spain will go there is' not telling. But
it is safe to think that the farther it
goes the greater will be the chance of
Spain’s rebuilding. Threatened with re-
volution, having lost confidence in its
government, its army hot for war and
its people resentful and . distrustful,
there seems little chance that the gov-
erument can weather the gale. If re-
volution shall come, however, it will
bring with it the question where power
gshall be lodged after the overturning.
Carlism will furnish little hope for the
regeneration of the country. It would
amount to the substitution of one dy-
nasty for another and the continuation
of administrative power in the hands
of the same corrupt and incompetent of-
ficial class that now collects oppressive
taxes to rob the treasury of their pro-

8.
There is but one class in Spain from
whom any sturdy and clean force for
national revivification can be expected.
The peasantry alone of Spaniards are
not corrupt; alone of Spaniards they
retain the rugged virtues which made
Spain formidable in her better days.’
They are not enlightened, although they
pay school taxes. Most of the revenue
raised for schools is stolen long before
it reaches the peasantry. The peasant
is poor because he is shorn by oppres-
sive taxes of the humble returns from
his toil. He remains poor because he
kncws nothing of soil improvement or
of modern methods of farming. He
knows neither irrigation nor fertilization.
All over the peninsula land is heavily
mertgaged and the timber in the for-
ests and crops in the fields are mort-
gaged to raise the means to harvest
them. As a result not only do American
flour, pork, apples and even California
wices enter Spanish ports after paying
an enormous duty and sell.freely in the
Spanish market, but the native olive
orchards, orange groves, lemon gardens
and vineyards often become grown up
with weeds from despairing neglect.
Thus the blighting curse of Spanish
nineteenth century degeneracy has fall-
en on the whole land except the spirit
of the people. Chastened as that is
by adversity it is not cowed. Ragged,
hungry, ground down and hopeless, 8,-
000,000 out of 17,000,000 unable te read

with no paying regular occupation, the

virtues of his race, the ‘old steadfast-
ness, cheerfulness and patience.

is robbing him, cheers his son off to
Cuba, knowing that he never will come
back, and that his pay when he is kill-
ed will be stolen by his officers.

antry would be the
which Macaulay described as rising with

and write, and about the same number| Victoria, would it not give a splendid im-
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He bnty l:n the city“wl’;gt he ca;:n jtust x}s readily
’ B . B8e ere, even amounts to a few cents
toils away for a pittance as uncomplain-| more than what he would have to pay for
irgly as if lug was making a fortune,| it back Xast.
shouts loyally 'for the government which | benefit soclety.
i i < that a great deal is imported from Eastern
Canada, England, Seattle, etc.
ccmmission business' here expect the sup-
No port of the citizens.
1 A i ; your
doubt if Spain were invaded the -peas-|from the cork-screw to the door-mat.
same peasantry|® contractor’s wife, whose husband is de-

Castoria is Dr. Samuel Pitcher
other Narcotic substance.

It is Pleasant.
Millions of Mothers.

Castoria.

sCastoria is an excellent medicine for

children. Mothers have repeatedly told me

of its good effect upon their children.”

DR. G. C. Oscoop, Lowell, Mass. |

THE FAC-SIMILE
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What is

*s prescription for Infants

and Children. It contains neither Opium, Morphine nor
It is a harmless substitute
for Paregoric, Drops, Soothing Syrups and Castor Oil.
Its guarantee is thirty years’ use by
Castoria destroys Worms and
allays Feverishness. Castoria prevents vomiting Sour
Curd, cures Diarrhoea and Wind Colic. Castoria relieves
Teething troubles, cures Constipation and Flatulency.
Castoria assimilates the Food, regulates the Stomach
and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep. Castoria
is' the Children’s Panacea—the Mother’s Friend.

Castoria.

vt

« Castoria is so well adapted to children
that I recommend it as superior to any pre-
scription known to me.”

H. A. ARCHER, M. D. Brooklyn, N. ¥;
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the flank and rear of invaders as angry
and deadly as hornets.

It is only among the peasantry that
the Spanish virtues remain, and the in-
telligence and leadership to make these
virtues a force remain nowhere. Span-
ish statesmen are corrupt, purblind or
wenk., Many are all three. The army
is against the Ministry for sacrificing
the national honor. Rightly enough, but
the only idea of the military for pre-
serving the national honor is to pro-
tract a hopeless war the ocean’s breadth
away. A military dictatorship seems the
most hopeful alternative to anarchy, but
a military dictatorship would decrease
rather than promote the chance of an
infusion of straightforward honest folk
from the country into the administration,
wkich alone could purge that a
tration of its corruptions. When the
mere intelligent of the common people
begl_n to figure in the government,
Spain may be-at the beginning of such
a regeneration as that of France, when
the Revolution brought the brawn and
sicew of the nation to the helm and a

home and defeated abroad struck out
with newly gathered energy and tram-
pled on Kurope. That the Spanish
stock has not lost its old-time vigor we
know by the way its common soldiers
fight., If its common people at home
ever find a way to assert themselves in
their own government they may show
themselves worthy to be the country of
the brave men who fought with Cervera
and were surrendered by Toral.—Com-
mercial-Advertiser.

WHAT CAN BE DONE.
To the Editor: That Victoria has al-
ways been ter own worst enemy is conced-
ed even by Victorians, and it is time we
awoke to that fact. Your description of
her as a most beautiful child with a soiled
face years a was a good illustration of
her state, owing to the neglect of her guar-
dians; and while under the regime of
Mayor Redfern there has been markel im-
provement in the tidiness of the city, we
must ge further or lose, step by step, her
claim to being the metropolis of the Do-
minion. Are we citizens not to blame for
the shabbiness and untidiness ? If all the
money earred in Victoria were spent in

petus to business ? Let each individual

Then we shall be a mutual
It is a well-known . fact

'You in a
Wken you furnished
house; you sent East fcr everything,
You,

pendent upon the amount of buflding going

country which had been degraded at|f

Vietoria, but the man in business here, who-
has the same goods to sell, may, or will if
you help him to prosperity. You, who are

from the Old Country. You priced the
silks in town first, and found they were
just the same, but then no oce would have
the same pattern as yours if you got it
from * home.” No, that is true; but the
firm in England will not be likely to have a
lawsuit wlgth anyone in Victoria, and the
Yictoria firm is just so much the poorer and
less inclined to go to law. And lastly, let
me 8 to the people who will go on the
Seattle excursion on Saturday. I was with
you last year, when some of you had com-
missions for as many as seven pairs of
goots to buy and bring over. Remember,
the man who sells shoes in Victoria needs
groceries, drygoods, coal and wood, a house
to rent, and all the necessities of life,
which will not be returned to the city by
the man who is in business in Seattle. Last
year people on that excursion spent as
much as $13 in underwear—underwear for
the whole family; flowers were brought
over, toys, dresses, stylish hats, costing at
least $7 or $8. No wonder the Seattleites
are glad to see us when we come. One
lady, who has large business interests here,
tolr{ me she went every year to buy kid
loves. Now, dc not mistake me, and
think that 1 mean you should not bring any
memento of your trip;

rsimony; but remember. that when you
uy, or recommend to your friends goods
that can be bought as advantageously at
home, you have no right to grumble at
hard times in Victoria. Have your city’s
welfare as much at heart at they do in
Vancouver, where they are more loyal to
their own interests than we are. Then
when money flows into your husband’'s

cgain on some improyement to your prop-
erty. Ishould like to earnestly suggest
that each citizen put in order the front—
outside the fence—of his ewn residence, as
a beginning towards tidiness. It will cost
next to nothing, and be a right beginning.
Although there is more ready money in
Victoria than in Vanceuver, Seattle or Ta-
coma, our city gives to visitors the ap-
;earance of terrible poverty. Everything
e in the last stage of raggedness—ragged
edges—ragged rocks, ragged sidewalks,
rogged park, with = goose-feathers flying
everywhere. Perhaps if this suggestion
takes root, we may have extra park-keepers
next year. And lastly, let it be with us,
Victoria first, last and .always, and other
cities a second consideration.

CHATTY CHEERFUL.

BY WAY OF VARIETY.

Little Ethel—This is a portrait of mam-
ma before she was married.

Visitor—Ah, indeed?

Little Ethel—Yes, she hasn’t time to look
that now.—Detroit Journal.

“You treat me so unkindly,” said he,
¢ considering that I am your newest, latest
lover.” &

“You do stay the latest,” she murmured,
her fawn-like orbs gazing afar, as if into
the infinite.—Indianapolis Journal.

Mrs. Hiram—Dear, I wish you'd bring
home a dozen Harveyized steel plates.

Mr. Hiram—What do you mean ?

Mrs. Hiram—I'm just curious to see what

a lawyer's wife, imported your silk dress-

that woull lead to-
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