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The ¥mas {bes"sage;

m USIC heralded the Birth of Him whom  Christendom

acknowledges #s its King and Saviour. The Gospel

tells us that on that wondrous night of the Divine Birth

the heavens opened and from out their shining portals issued a
multitude of celestial beings praising God in song such as never
before or never will again fall upon the ears of mankind. The
wondering Shepherds; who alone of humamty were granted the
privilege of being the first to receive the sannouncement that
“Unto you is born this day-in the City of David, a Saviour which
is Christ the Lord” were men’ of no great average intelligence,
but to them it was seen fit by the inscrutable wisdom of the
Omnipotent to communicate first the “Good tidings of great Joy.”
To these keepers of the flocks {symbolical choxce) the greatest,
the most stupendous proclamation of all times was made, con-
cluding with a chorus at once supernatural and transcendent,
which allayed the fears of the simple Judeans, and left them to
think over the startling message they had received, the mes-
sage for all time, the message which will be repeated from
thousands of altars, thé message which is to all people. And
since Christ’s birth was divinely announced in a burst of heaven-
ly harmony, so the celebration of that mysterious birth has ever
since been a season of music and melody. Around Christmas
has been written some. of the finest, most exalted and most |
heart-stirring musical compositions, and the Christian Church |
recognizing that the season demands a service of praise, has
ever been mindful of the grandeur of the appeal which music

makes to the hearts of humanity, and in perpetuating that first
angelic “Gloria in Excelsis,” has brought the real meaning of the
true message of Christmas more near the heart and mind of her

people.
w tell us that the Shepherds, after finding Mary and
Joseph and the Babe, lying. in the manger, made adora-
tion of the Child, but it is assumed that they did. The "Gospel
narrative merely relates that “When they had seen they made
known abroad the saying that was told: them concerning the
Child” and returned, “Glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen as it’'was told unto them.”
To them was given the pleasure of witnessing, and afterwards
of circulating the tidings that Christ was born in Bethlehem,
they went back to resume their so marvellously interrupted
labors. But if the Shepherds are not recorded as having bent
the knee at the manger, there were others, who were on' their
way in great haste to be first to salute the new born King. Great
men from far off countries, sages learned in the lore of the Orient,
wise men, magi, from the East were journeying with speed to|
reach the place where the young Child lay. Led by a star thev
came to Bethlehem rejoicing with exceeding . great joy,” »and
when they had come into the house and saw the. young: Child,
“with Mary his mother, “they fell down and worshipped.
Recognising the King, these kings from the East, without hesi-
tation and simultaneously with their first glanee at the Babe, did
not salute, as they would have done to an earthly monarch, but
fell down and worshipped. ' Their knowledge told them that the
King of the Jews, whose star they had followed, was not a ter-
restial potentate, but of far ‘transcending regality, and they
adored Him, -as to-morfow millions of knees will bend in adora-
tion, millions of heads»wxll bow in reverence, and millions of
hearts ‘will lift up thei Magmﬁcat as they approach in spirit the
manger at Bethlehem.
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HRISTMAS is ingeparably connected with giving. The
wise men after their act of homage opened their treasures
arid presented the infant Christ” with symbolical gifts.

Gold for the Kingship# Incense for the Godhead: Myrrh fore-
shadowing the Selpulchre. The significance of the gifts were
smblematical of prescience, and the acknowledgment of .the
Divinity, the Royalty and the Humanity: of Him whose star. they
had seen in the East. | Gifts meet for the King. Such is “the|
message of Christmas.  We all deem it a pleasure to give, and
the season upon which | ‘we are now about to enter, is not only a
festive anniversary, but a time when out of the abundance of pur
substance we make gifts to others. It is a season when fiving.
ls always exceptional ip its character. It is the great Jubilee |
Celebration for childr when Santa. Claus comes down the
shimnies -and departs ' via - the same route, leaving ‘plethoric
ytockings hanging from mantel and bedpost, as a reminder that
he is not dead mor has forgotten the little ones. And even the
big ones enjoy their Stnu Claus presents. No home 80 ‘poor or
bwly but does not look fmd to Christmas. The exchange of
rifts possesses a sentimental rather than an intrinsic value, and
the sixpenny handkerchief is as greatly appreciated ‘by ‘the wife
ind daughter of the phasant‘as is the diamond necklaee by the
lemale relatives of the peer:
n which it is given.
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StarAuouaho Lou

In mtard:yl fire the Star of the
‘Sea Association lost many valuable

/| trophies which cannot be replaced. I

a case in the billiard room weére some
12 gilver cups won by the Society’s
Athletic Club during the past quarter
The “Knowling Cup”,
won in three comsecutive years; the
Jackman Charity Cup, the Chaplin
Charity Cup, three Trio. Cups, etc.,
were all destroyed. These: were won
in the good days of Jim Vinicombe,
Dick Power, Will Ryan, Ned Brophy,
Jack Congdon, Paddy Gaul, Will Col-

{lins (the best goalkeeper St. John’s

players ever had), Tony Evans, Dick
English, Neddy l':'.ower, “Twister”
Brophy, Jack Cowan and several oth-
ers who have passed beyond.

On the walls were hung.paintings
of some of the past presidents and
members who did yeoman service to
the Society, amongst whom were
Capt. William Jackman, late Hon. Jas.
McLofighlan, late Hon. E. M. Jackman,
W. Duggan, late John Burke and late
Very Rev. Dean Ryan. g

The site of the Star Hall was for-
merly that on which the ald Orphans’
Asylum stood. The “Old Chapel” was
built. close by. Very few remember
the older buildings. 7

For the Poor.

Colonel Martin acknowledges with
thanks receipt of the following contri-
butions towards the Christmu Appeal
‘for the Poor:—

$10.00—D. Monroe, The Direct Agen-
cies. -

$5.00—Geo. Knowling, F. G. House,
M. Morey & Co., Parker & Monroe,
Capt. T. J. Connors, Skinner’s Monu-
mental Art Works, Thomas Winter,
George Snow, Anglo-American Tele-
graph Co. (grocery order), J. W.
Withers.

$3.75—Trdde Review

$2. 50—S T. Harrington.

$2.00—Harris & Eiliott, J. White-
way, Nfid. Wholesale Dry Goods, N. J.
Vinicombe, I. C. Morris, Thos. Fitz-

patrick, W. A. B. Slater, A Friend.

$1.00—Dr. V. P. Burke, T. Clancey’,
W. F. Donnelly, M.-C. Caul.

5 1bs. Tea—F. MiNamara.

5 1bs. Beef—P. J. Reardon.

McMurdo’s St;_;e_News.

CHRISTMAS EVE, 1920.

On this day as is-our custom we say
a few words to our readers wishing

a8 | them -the Season’s Compliments. This

year we offer them the same, with the
most cordial feelings. The years are
bound to bring changes, and each
year has brought, and will bring, its
own problems. But the old wish has
its place every year; our lines are not
intepded to be controlled by outwsard
tircumstances; .peace and happiness
are within. And so, though there are
some things around us as a community
which create sadness and disquietude,
our
friends this year, A Happy Christmas.

Fire at Marystown, C.B.

At Marystown, C.B., on Tuesday,
Dec. 21st, the house with all its con-
tents belonging to Thomas Ducey was
totally destroyed by fire. Unfortu-

nately the owner had no insarance
and the loss to him is a serious one.
How the fire originated is not known,
but the inmates were awakened about
4 o'clock in the morning by the smell
of smoke. They had barely time to
escape with their livés. = Assistance
was rendered by neighbours but noth-
ing could be done to. save apything.
By a curious coincidence, on the same
date .and hour last year, the house
and contents belonging to a cousin,
Alp_honsus Ducey, was also burned
and the. family rendered homeless.

o R
Digby Reaches Port.
The S. S. Digby, 9 days from Liver-

pool, arrived here at 9 p.m. yesterdap:

Good weather was = experienced

‘throughout the voyage. The ship

brought the' following passéngers to

this port: J. Austin, Miss M. B.

Blackmore, Mrs. W. H. Jones, Miss E.

Jones, C. McNulty, Erick Robertson
and J. St. John.

Purchase Your Rubbers

‘| And ‘register your name with us at

our Retail Department, 166
S&eet.

Our stock of Rnbbers is’ complete.
Our styles are manufactured especial-
ly for us by the Columbus Rubber
Company of Montreal.

Every pair of Rubbers guaranteed

Water

to give satisfaction.

Brhcqu1mmrapaLotme

- Our specials for this woek are:
- FELT TOP: ntmnms.

R R R R - ¢
For Women .. . .. .. ..

.e ..$1.50
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to hn.ve come into its own
 again. For many years previ-
ously the #wind jamimer” had been
steadily and surely pushed out of ex-
istence by the steam carrier, and even
in Newfoundland, steam vessels were
being used to freight bulk fish to the
European markets, a work done here-
tofore by square rigged yessels and
fore and afters of our owa mercantile
marine, with numerous  chartered
craft from abroad. But the war chang-
all this, for every thing of size that
possessed a boiler and engines was re-
quisitioned for transport: and food
carrying purposes and upon the sailing
vessel devolved. the duty of “holding
trade and maintaining commerce. So
much wasg this so that vessels laid
up and condemned were overhauled
and repaired and put into commission
by ‘every country possessing a sailing
fleet. And the return of the ancients
was justified. They did their work and
passed out, leaving it to be carried on
by new successors which were being
rapidly turned off the stocks to supply
the vacancies created by foundering
or piling upon the rocks or being sunk

by enemy submarine of the last of the;

old guard. -
There is not any comparison be-

tween a modern steam vessel and a

ship under full sail. The latter is a

beautiful sight, but does not cdmmend |

itself to shippers or trading firms;
and alas; that' we have to say it, is
gradually being pushed out of ex-
istence by the superior speed, greater
cargo capacity, and ability to go ahead
against the wind, of the steam freigh-
ter. The hemp and canvas of fifty years
ago did its work as effectively as the
fastest tramp afloat to-day, but lt has
almost become obsolete.

The famous line of Liverpool clip-
pers were once the pride of the ocean,
but their day is done; yet many a race
had they with the tea ships of America
which. old salts yet remember and

ing vessel may have been said |

BY C. T. ng.

nmm am mﬁ!hry revorae, and the.
‘rout, of his army by Abercrombie at
Alexandria caused him to give up all
hope of conquering tne land of the
Fharaohs, ]

Three years after the Nile, Nelm
by an act of “glorious disobedience”
overthrew the Northerrn Powers armed
Neutrality league, at the battle of
Copenhagen, and four years latér. at
his crowning irinmph, utterly broke
the naval powe~ of France and Spain
at Trafalgar. His immartal signal,
“Kngland expects that every man will
do his duty” still rings with trumpet
tone throughout the Empire, but in
the hour of victory stricken though
epaulet, shoulder and spine by the
fatal bullet, he fell, and covering his
face with his handkerchief, that his
men might not recognize him and be
disheartened, he was borne below to
éxpire, after twenty of the enemy’s
ships had struck, his last words being
“Thank God I have done.my duty.” He
was buried in St. Paul’s Cathedral, the
whole nation mourning for their hero
and thus passed away the greatest
sailor since the world began. This vic-
tory once and-for all prevented the in-
vasion of England. Napoleon’s wish
for command of the Channel for but
six hours, was not to be fulfilled. That
which Nelson’s death had left uridone
Collingwood completed, and the ‘sil-
ver streak’ still remains. inviolate.

In the same year, 1805, the Eliza
hauled down her colors to H. B. M.
gun-brig Phaedra, after a stubborn en-
gagement lasting nearly six hours.
Both vessels suffered severely and
were obliged to effect repairs at sea,
which being done the victor took her
prize in tow and sailéed jnto Plymouth
Harbor, and the, fighting days of the
Eliza last of the privateers were end-
ed for ever.

So much was there to do by the au-
thorities, that-it was not until three
years later that she was condemned
as a prize and the prize money dis-'
tributed to the survivors of the

Jook back on with pride. Nothing can: Phaedra. In August 1808, then thirty-

match a ship wlth every stitch of cot- |
ton crowded on, from the bellying
course to the diminutive sky-ecraper,
with évery stay and rope defined '
aga.inst the rounded canvas, as if
drawn by the magic brush of a magic
artist. Place this picture alongside the
ocean tramp of to-day—short, squat,
bulky, dirty and ill-kept; built solely
for carrying, without the  redeeming
feature of a single graceful line, just
an iron tank with an engine inside.
There used to hang in the office of
a prominent mercantile firm on the
West Coast, the Bill of Sale of the
bavkentine Eliza, which ‘at the time

of her purchase in 1870 was.supposed,

to have been the oldest vessel afloat.
In the space designated for t.he name
and address of the builders on this
document, the following is written,

. “Not known; condemned as a prize
“in the High Court of the Admiralty,
“27th January, 1808, and made free
“at Plymouth 20th August following.”

- Around this old ship gathered a halo
of romance, which only the pen of a
Marryat could do justice to. So far as
can e gleaned from the musty and
forgotten past, the Eliza was the last
of the famous and notorioys St. Malo
privateering fleet; was built express-
ly for that business, and sailed very
succeasfully under ‘letters of marque
for many years, principally in and
about British waters, cap®uiring uncon-
voyed ..and isolated merchant-
men and generally assisting in the
demoralization of British commerce,
until the victory of Rodney over: De-
Grasse gave English ships once more
command of the home seas, thereby

virtually ending the life of St. Malo

and all other systematic privateering.

From ' this work, the Eliza having
eluded the light cruisers of the Eng-
lish fieet, was chartered by the French

Government to act as a despatch boat |

to -the allied navies besieging Gibral-
tar 1779-1782. This was ‘during the
later years of the American War of
Independence, when France, Spain,
and Holland were in arms against
England, while Russia, Sweden, and
Denmark forming an armed neutrality
league were ready to pounce upon her
when a safe opportunity occurred.
This alliance however oonn.bsed for a
time, after the defeat of the combined
fleets of France and Spain by the
Gibraltar garrison,
General Elliott, who was subsequent-
1y raised to the peerage for his gallant
defence. Tt arose again however some
fourteen years afterwards, to be fin-
ally and irretrievably broken by the
splendid victories of Jervis at Cape
St. Vincent and. Duncan at Camper-
down, February and October 1797.
During this period the Eliza was in ac-
tive service but the records of the
time are so vague that very little can
be discovered of her doings. As an al-
most continual warfare was raging,
there is every reasen to. believe that
she returned to her old privateering
habltl, and doubtless !IIW & missing
British vessel was intercepted by, and

fell mﬂn to her crew, who were,

of mwma«mm

The year following witnessed the
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commanded by

seven years old she was made-free.
Her next appearance in marine cir-
cles, flying the British- flag, was as
Royal Mail packet from Plymouth to
Halifax, N.S., and until .the advent of
more modern vessels ‘Continued _suc-
cessfully in" her new role, but with the
introdaction of steamships the Eliza
had to fall out of the front rank and
subsequernitly was relegated to the tim-
ber trade in which she remained as a
carrier for many years, afterwards be-
coming well known in dry fish frelght-
ing. Fipany she was purchased by one
of the largest firms doing business on
‘the West Coast of Newfoundland and
became Commodore ship of its fleet..
About twenty-two years after ' the |
purchase this centenarian vessel was
leaving the Brazilian Covast in ballast
for Gaspe in Canada to load fish when
she went ashore in a storm and was!
totally wrecked. Thus closed the ex-}
istence of one of the most remarkable
vessels ever built, and doubtless hasl
severed the link which bound the mar- 1
ine architecture of the eighteenth cen-
tury with that of the present day.

Street Car Accident.

Whilst street car No. 7. was turning
from Hglloway Street dnto Water
Street the wheels -skidded on 2 Sllp-
pery part of the track, causing the
car to-leave the.. rails and plunge’
head on towards the raflings between
the Seamen’s Institute and the Com- |
mercial Cable Company's building.
The force of impact was so great that‘»
the concrete foundation of the railing |
was smashed im, and the fender of
the car driven back on the wheels.
The few passengers ‘who were in the
car at the time were badly shaken
up, but were otherwise umhurt. It
is very fortunate that the car did not{
collide with the building as serious
consequences would have undoubted-
ly resulted. By 9.30 the car was re-
placed on the track and taken back
to the barn for repairs.

Dighy’s Small Freight.

S. S. Digby, which arrived Ilast
night from Liverpool, had : only 250
tons of cargo for this port and hard-
ly any for Halifax. This is indeed a
good proof of the unsettled conditions
which exist at present. We have-
heard ‘that the Sachem, which is now
at Halifax, will sail direct from that.
place to Liverpool, as there is not
enough outward freight offering
to make it worth while calllng at. St.
John s. |

'l'he ln]ured Fn'emen. |

'I‘ho firemen Nell Adams and Walah o
injured in yesterday’s conflagration,
are doing fairly well in hospital, ex-
cept the former, and it is feared that
it will bé some ‘time before he fully
;:u%ﬂ; Walsh and  Adams will

bably be v.blo to_get away from the
hospital wmnn a-couple. of yeeks. :
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At the Casino.

The Frank Urban Stock Company
open their engagement at the Casino;

to-mqrrow with “Cappy Ricks.” The
opening scene takes place in- the of-
fice of Alden P. Ricks, known to his

friends as “Cappy,” and very early |
in the action of the .play you. are|

made acquainted with .the fact that
“Cappy Ricks” is a weather beaten

old sea dogy gruff, blustering, head—:
He is a:

strong, but never vindictive,
replica of a sea faring man ‘whom

Captain Peter Kyne found ahd visual- |

ized for the printed page and Ed-

{ ward E. Rose took from the speaking

stage, As a mother of real truth- all
the characters  of the play are pro-
ducts of the San Francisco water-
front. You meet -early in the action
of the play John Skinner, the general
‘manager for “Cappy,” but in name
only, for “Cappy” has a way of doing
what ‘he likes irrespective of the
general manager. You meet Cecil
Pericles Barnard, a young waster
fromr New York, whose father, an
old friend of “Cappy,” has tired of his
son’s pursuit of the chorus girl of
! Broadway and sends him out to “Cap-
py” for the latter to put him to work
and make a man of him, incidentally
with a weather eye to business, for
the father has hopes that Cecil will
become attached romantically - and
legally to Florence Ricks the pretty
daughter of “Cappy” and his heiress.
This is a pleasing love story.

STAR OF THE SEA MEETING.—  §

The regular monthly meeting of the
Star of the Sea Associatiomn will be
held in the T. A. Hall
next. -

Just Arriqu
Religious
Supplies

KNOWLING’S

R. C. PRAYER BOOKS —
22¢., 45¢., 50¢., 75¢. up to
$1.70 each. y

R. C. PRAYER BOOKS -—-'
Celluloid Covers, Sl 75
and $2.00 each. - @ =

PRAYER BEADS—25¢, to
"$1.00 each.

IRISH HORN ’nnAns-'

on Sunday ; §

1

!

100 Per Cent. Value

The clothes we turn out are uniform in
style quality and workmanship. Every
suit is tailored with the same care.” Every
gtitch sewn into it is as important as-the
making of the suit itself.

Every progressive dealer will readily
realize the increased patronage and profit
-he may enjoy by handling clothes of such
qualities. Ask your de:ﬂer for

VICTORY BRAND CLOTHES.
The White Clothing
Mfg., Co., Ltd.,

Duckworth Street

gn!
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Canadlan Natlonal Rallways

‘FROM MARITIME PROV]NCE POINTS TO
QUEBEC, ONTARIO AND THE WEST.

Solid steel equipment, latest type of -steel
sleepers, Standard dining cars, steel Colonist,
also first-class coaches.

For information regarding fares and reser-

vations, ete., apply

J. W. N. JOHNSTONE, General Agent

Board of Trade Building, Water Street, -
St. John’s, Newfoundland.
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Attention! '

P. E. L Potatoes ..15c. gall. | Fresh r.n.r.nggs.
ce oo .12 tin Partridge Berries.

2 Bologna® (just opened). )
Mystic Baking Powder, 3¢, ‘Wilsen’s Certified Bacon. °
Choice (kned Salmon, 6¢. Ih
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