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The North Sea Mishap.

It is refreshing, in the
midst of the shower of
armchair criticism of the
British Navy and Admir-
alty evoked by the recent
disaster to the convoy in the North
Sea (of which, by the way, the mud-
dled messages have given us no clear
idea), to have a writer of Mr. Hurd’s,!

\

knowledge and prestige ‘come’ out
courageously in defence and appre-‘
ciation of those attacked. Even if in|
one case these have been altogether to,
blame: (a question still. to be decided), !
it is bare justice to acknowlédge thel
ninety and nine cases in which they

have done their dangerous duty with

courage and complete, success,. But

ne! This does not satisfy 'the critics. '
The British navy (here all stahd and

wave flags) must be omnipotent,

omniscient, infallible. "The real Tar-"
vel is the near approach . it makes to
that perfection. This skirmish occur-
red in the North Sea. It is probably
correct to say that, in addition to its
considerable work . elsewhere, the
British navy bears practically unaid-
ed the burden of patrolling and con-
trolling that huge area—nearly half
a million Square miles, that ‘is all
The particular work it was' engaged
in on this occasion was the convoying
of ‘'merchantmen, usually neutrals,
past and not so far from mine-infest-
ed -and hostile waters, much like a
military esecort compelléd ‘to travel
near a beleaguered but very powerful
fortified city. This occurs daily, and
the Germans have only to choose their
own opportunity, time and mode of at-
tack -to make a sortie in force. What
préponderance of power ‘would be
necessary to condemn such sorties to
failure in every instance? Mistakes
may have been made in this case—they
probably were. Those .responsible
should be brought to book, and we
know that they will be, but the public,
while it criticises one fault, should

give credit. for the enormously larger
number of cases where faults might
easily be committed but are not
For our own part, we hope that the
enemy’s success Wwill encourage him
to repeat the history of three years
ago, when the series of unpunished
raids on the English coast ended final-
ly in the Dogger Bank engagement,
with the- sinking of the Blucher and
the serious disabling of two battle-
cruisers.

Labourers and Others.

We are not convinced by
Mr. Warwick Smith's re-
ply to our criticism-. of
"- yesterday, and we do not
think many readers will
be misled by it. The personal narra-
tive which he gives does him every
credit, but it is hardly logical to make

it, and a comparison of it with our |

experience, a basis on which to decide
our arguments. - If we had had twice
the experiences which Mr. Smith con-
fésses, the very sympathy which they
wéuld have engendered in us with the
lot of those whem he so vigorously
champions ‘would’have taught us that

we did them a poor service by attempt-

ing to justify them in conduect that
cannot be justified. His own attempt

'fails utterly. Only one paragraph of

his letter bears on the real point. He
admits we were right in our law, but
says he wants justice. We know how
satirists love to dwell on the nice dis-
tinction, but they”would have a poor

. théme here. The:only thing which

we insisted on, :the respect by both.
parties to the common contract of ems=
ployment of the ‘mutual obligation of
giving reasonable mnetice of their im-
tention to terminate it, is not red tape
or a-mere formailty. It is a rational
rule founded on expediency and com-
monsense, as well as fair dealing.
Without it society would be in @&
strange condition. What: law would
Mr. Smith substitute for it? One, ap-
parently, in which all the obligations
are on the side of the employer. His
remarks on the position of. labor in
general have not very much point to-
day. The spectacle of the pathetie
bread queue is not a very familiar one
nowadays. We do not think, speak-
ing broadly, that-labor has much to,
complain of in times and a state of so-
ciety in which it/is possible for a man
who cannot write his name, and has

A Work-a-Day Corset
as well as for Dress.

Warner’s Corsets are made to
wear, not to rust, break or tear.

You may pay all kinds of money
for a Corset but you will never
have a better fitting, a better
wearing, or a more comfortable

- Corset than a Warner’s.

We can give you :any Warn-

er’s style that is correct for:: *
faghién and your figure, and we *

confidently expect to fill every

Corset requirement with " a

Warner’s Rust-Proof, so témark-
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and wear.

Price: $1.50 per pair up.
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no inclination to learn, how to do it,

three times as much as the average

| schoolmaster. ‘Many have cause to
|'complain to-day, but they are not all,
I nor the majority of them, in the class
| known as the laboring class. There
|is one section of the people, at least,

the salaried one, which, if it were ar-
ticulate, as it unfortunately is not,
could tell a far worse tale and present
far more -genuine grievances  than
those whom Mr. Smith and the N.LW.
A. represent.

Our Volunteers.

List of men who offered
for enlistment at Head-
«qtidrters on Tuesday, De-
4 er h, 1917.:
W EN 47, P. Budgell, Exploits.
_Nat. Npgl, Harbor Gra&g.
Sam Cole, Bell Island.
E. Ash, St. John’s.
E. Whelan, LaScie.
P. J. Mitchell, Tilt Cove.
H. Blackmore, Tilt Cove.
B. Stride, Moreton’s Harbor.
J. R. Loyns, Kitchefler, Port de
Grave.
R. C. Jackmgnp’,l‘ﬂf/(‘/ove.
Wm. Jackman, Tilt Cove.
S. P. Young, Curling, Bay of Is-
lands.

Casua_!_t! List.

(Received December 19, 1917.)

Died of Wounds at 4S8th Casualty
: Clearing Station, France.
863—L.-Corp. John J. Collins, Pla-
centia. 3

At Wandswerth—Gunshot Wounds.
2385—Ppivate Neil "A, Gillis, High-
lands, District St. George. Back, left
eye and/leg. T
3650—Private Edward Gidge, Twil-
lingate. Right arm and 1eg.

Improving (Previously Reported Gun-
shot Wonnd Right Leg, Fractured;
Etretat, Nov. 25. j
2053—Private Sydney' Locke, Burnt

Arm; N.D.B. -
R A. SQUIRES,
Colonial Secretary.

Food Savi_llg_ Campaign

ENDORSED BY ADMINISTRATOR
OF C. E. DIOCESE OF NEW-
FOUNDLAND.

The Food Control Board, in re-
sponse to a letter requesting the co-
operation of the churches in the
movement and the setting apart of
Sunday, Dec. 30, for the preaching of
food economy sermons, received yes-
terday the following reply from Rev.
Canon Smith, to the publication of
which he has kindly consented:

44 Angel Place,

City,
17th Dec. 1917.
The Hon. P. T. McGrath,

Chairman Food Control Board.
Dear Sir,—Thank you for the let-
ter, pamphlets, and cards you sent me,
and which I received on the 15th inst.
1 shall be.glad to render all the help
1 can .to the Food Control Board in
the difficult and most necessary work
that they have to perform.

I have written directions to over
70 clergy of the Diocese to call the at-
tention of their parishioners 'in the
sermons they shall preach on Dec. .30,
to, the urgent need ‘that now exists for
the practice of the strictest economy
in the use and consumption of food by
every -one in Newfoundland. Copies
o this direction ‘are now .being type-
written prepardtory to their being
sent to the clergy.

The time before action is to be
taken is so short that I fear that some
of the clergy in distant settlements
will not receive the notice in time to
act upon it on Dec. 30.

It is well for us all to bear in mind
that there are quite 'a number of
places in this land where, during this
year, owing to the presence of disease"
in the tuber, the potato crop has been
__to a large extent—a failure. Hence
the: still greater need why we must
all exercise the strictest economy in
the use and consumption of every kind
of food. .
Faithfully yours,

WALTER R. SMITH,
Administrator, of the Diocese of

Newfoundland.

*“The Christmas ,
o Emerald.”

This handsome paper is among the
most attractive of this year’s numer-
oas Christmas publications. The ar-
ticles include a stirring appeal for

‘Imen for the Regiment by the Acting

Premier, Dr. Lloyd; a masterly and
touching picture of a tragedy of the
war, from the pen of Rev. William
P. H. Kitehin, Ph. D.; an estimate of
the causes that will end the war, by
H. A. Winter; and a spirited account
of a fight with a salmon, by “Walton,
Jr.” ‘The illustrations, which are
mostly scenes of the war, are out of
the ordinary and beautifully repro-
duced. The cover is particularly
striking. The number will be on sale
to-morrow.

lncorrig_i_b_lg Youths

R { IMPRISONED FOR. DARING THEFT.

Three boys, each aged 14 years,
belonging to the East End, were
rounded up “last night for breaking
finto. Job Bros. Stores a few nights
'ago, entering through a front windew

26 in-cash. They confessed

81 their “guilt after being taken . into

) : - 4 cnsmg . This morning they were ar-
able are they in shape, wm . 5 iv? ore Judge Morris. Two  bi

to six months and the

‘were need
K [third to:three months imprisonment,

on-of fines. The three

lads are old offenders, as they were
K | each convicted some time ago of rob-
1bing cigarettes from the same place.’
P91 At that time they were birched at the
¥ | Penitentiary, but it appears that this
g | cure failed to have the desired effect.

: - CAPE RACE, To-day. .’
Wind EN.E. blowing strong, wea-
ther cloudy; no vesels sighted. Bar.

can go to any wharf and earn two and

81 and. getting away with 16 packages of:
r:isﬁlfet:es,:r 24 chocolate bars and
t

Closing Exercises

The closing exercises for the pupils
of Littledale College took place last
evening and was largely attended.
His Grace Archbishop Roche very

the successful pupils. Miss Kitty Mc-
Carthy, besides winning the C. H. E.
Scholarship ($25.00) in the Associate
Grade, also took first place in Mathe-
matics and Shorthand, thus winning
the two prizes $8 and $4 respectively
offered by the C. H. E.' Five pupils
in the Associate Grade secured Hon-
ours, while out of sixteen pupils' who
entered for the Intermediate Grade,
eleven won honours and the remain-
ing five a pass.

The operetta presented by the pu-
pils under the direction of Mr. Hut-
ton, ,who also teok part; was of an
exceptionally high order and was de-
clared to be the best ever produced.

Toward the close of his remarks His
Grace -the Archbishop, in his usual
eloquent. manner, lavished high and
well-merited praise upon teachers and
pupils 'alike. His Grace also made
reference to the fine new building
which was being erected and which,
when “completed, would give better
facilities all round.

During the evening Miss Kitty Mc-
Carthy read a splendidly worded ad-
dress on behalf of the pupils to His
Grace. Accompanying His Grace the
Archbishop was the Rt, Rev. Mons.
McDermott, V.G. The  following
priests were also present: Rev. Fath-
ers Renouf, Pippy, Sheehan, Conway,
Me¢Carthy (P.P. Tor’s Cove), O'Calla-

Coady (P.P. Kilbride); aud Rey, Drs.

Christian Brothers wére. reépresented
by Rev. Mr. Ryan (Superior Mt. St.
Francis), Rev. Mr. Ryan (Principal
St. Bonaventures’ College), -and Rev.
Mr. Ennis (Mt. Cashel), Lady Hor-
wood, as on many former occasions;
very kindly visited Littledale on this
occasion - also.

Dismasted Vessel
Towed to Port.

The two-masted Danish schooner
Rise was towed into port at noon to-
day in a badly battered helpless con-
dition. She left Carbonear eight days
ago with a cargo of fish for Alicante.
On Friday last, December 14th, a
hurricane was encountered and the
vessel had her foremast and mainmast
carried away, whilst everything mov-
able about the decks was more or less
damaged by the heavy seas that con-
tinually swept over her. The Rise
was then about four hundred miles
off St. John’s, and even after the
storm spbsided was powerless to niake
a passage. Distress signals were
therefore hoisted. They weére no-
ticed by a British- warship, which, to
the relief of all on board the smitten
craft, took her in tow and brought
her to the Narrows, where she was
handed over to ‘the tug D. P. Ingra-
ham and'towed into the harber. The
Dane’s damages are rather serious
and, she will likely have to discharge
her cargo and be dry docked for re-
pairs. "V "

Prospero Back
From the North.

: A STORMY TRIP.

The 'S. 8. Prospero, Capt. 'A. Kean,
arrived back frem the northward to-
day, after a very stormy trip, bring-
ing a full freight and the following
saloon passengers:—

L. Biles, A. Mercer, L. Burt, E. W.
Breen, J. Phillpot, B. Norris, A.
Fudge, A. Lush, J. Sacney, S. Jones,
H. Patey, H. Morey, W. Reid, F. Patey,
E. Burton, H. Morey, A. Morey, A.
Simms, J. B. Osmond, P. Parsons, J.
Jenkins, G. Smart, G. Fudge, J. Kear-
ley, N. Bishop, P. Hann, Capt. Winsor,
C. Hann, N. Kean, A. Penny, Mifflin, T.
Bailey, D. A. Ryan; Misses Day, Foley,
Hynes, Emberley; Mesdames Sacney,
Shirran, Jenkins, Pond, Gullage and
35 steerage.

“Come on Caribou.”

Captain Bartlett’s Last Words.

The Hon. Jo~C:"Crosbie this morn-
ing receivedfthe following cable from
Sir Edwapd Morris, telling of Captain

4 Bartlett’s’ heroic ‘death:

“Captain Bartlett ‘died instantly,

death. ~Last words, “Come on, Cari-
bous!” $ ;
MORRIS.:

Reid’s Boats.

The Argyle left Flat Island at 7.30
a.m. yesterday, inward.

The Clyde is at Lewisporte.

The Dundee arrived at Port Bland-
ford at 1.40 a.m. to-day.

The Ethie is north of Flower’s Cove.

The Glencoe left St. Jacques at 5
a.m. yesterday, inward. s

The Home left Point Leamington at
11.30 a.m. yesterday.

The Wren is not reported.

Personal.

__Mr. Edward Bennett, merchant, of
Bell Island, who came to town yester-

and niece, who are dttentling Bishop
land to-day. 7 :

Mr. R. J. Randell, of Catalina, is at
present-in the city on his usual fall's
businegss. He is staying at the Cros-

[e. H P a
Hon. J. R." Bennett, Minister of Mili-
tia, and Major Montgomerie are pas-
: sengers on.the incoming express.

OFF FOR FRANCE. — A message

of “Ours” yesterday, stating that he
was proceeding to France, It was

_only a few weeks ago that word was |/
received from him saying he was re- ||

turning home ‘on farlough. Much to
the disappointmént of his relations
and -numerous ‘friends the trip home

at Littledale. |

graciously distributed the prizes to|

ghan (P.P. Flatrock and: Pouch.€ove), |

sniper’s bullet through head. Gallant.}

Spencer College, returned to the Is-.

was received from Lieut, Bert Dicks |

Greene, Carter. and. McGrath. “The 4

’

. - DIRECT FROM 42

T e e Sl WS MRS e >

e —————————— e o

o)

P01 o) ol of o) ofol ol kolololokollololel

STATIONARY ENGINES!

If you are thinking of starting a small saw mill
for sawing Lumber, Staves, Laths, or Cooperage, etc.,
we have the Engine to suit you, and ean also supply

PULLEYS, BELTING and CIRCULAR SAWS.
We have connection with some of the largest manu-
facturers in the United States and will give entire sat-
isfaction. For.particulars, prices and terms, call or
write

L. M. TRASK & CO.,

140 WATER STREET.

Just  arrived ex Sable Island,

50 cases Choice

FRESH P.E.l. EGGS. %

M. A. DUFFY.

day. to accompany back his daughter g0

_had to be cancelled. Mr. John New- &

man, of the G.P.0. received a similar
message from his son Lieut. Stan
{ Newman, § 2

SLATTERY'’S
Wholesale Dry Goods.

To the Trade!

' Toys andFancy Goods for

Your Xmas Irade.
Make Your Selection Now.
SLATTERY BUILDING,
'Phone szz _Duckworth Streef. P.0. lox 236
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CUT IN- PRICES.

"OUR PRICES NOW ARE:

Steak, 40¢. per Ib.
Roasting Beef, 30 & 35c. Ib.
Frying Beet, 30c. Ib.

Stewing Beef, 25¢. Ib.
M. CONNOLLY.
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YOTALLY
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Sot anly zolter, Lr.0orher, momn erviadyis
tban any othet, pu: distinguished hn 44
“True Oriental Odor,” & fragrence wu*
whieinit ,hliety sad ~~-om,

i additics 1. Massata, we carry o 0V
fne of Luzell’s Famous Spectalfies, inciv't’
the most Perfumes, deiightfei 70
Waiters superd Creams, ane Powdeis + ™

_At all Druggists. St Johw's. N84
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McMurdo’s Store News

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 19th, 1917
We have still a few handsom?
Manicure and Toilet Sets in French
Ivory, which represent good value fof
the money. One of these would mak
 a dainty present for a lady friend.
Just arrived: a large and var

"4 stock of “Dr. Daniel’s famous Veteri:

ary Remedies, Woodbury's Tool
Paste, and a few exceptionally good
ladies’ and men’s Hair Brushes

manufacture, and are some of the
hair brushes we have ever seen.
: —
o —

MARRIED.

On December 18th, 1917, at the Wes
ley Parsonage, by Rev. Mr. Royl%

1 Herbert Maxwell . LeGrow to Peafl
¥, jCarrie Antle. :

These last are of the finest English .

The “Bi
FURTHER DE ’

In-pu'l
St. Jom

Editor Evening §

City. 53

Sir,— %
Attached plea
ters- sent to-day,
I have thg

Your

((‘op) )

Sir,—With r
Is This True? v
Daily Star, on ]
was written by
soldiers now ‘in
that during my
with the 1st Ba .

of a case whert

&
%
%

had any more
other man in
had to bear a
was allotted to 8
I notice the
v
nearest approac
was when they
trenches. This
seen the Blue I’
leave the samc ¥
ranks, and duringl
acting Company
Puttee men wer
same as any ol
pany.

He also menti
some able bodicd
Depot in Scotlar \
the trenches i1
time I spent at
who were atta
I could see, W ¢
service in GallipQ
of them I knov
with the except
who was attac
room, and on
Quartermaster
ones I know 0
the Dcpot who
service.

I may say th:
I cannot say thad
favoritism show
there by the (¢
others.

I have th

X‘» 3
Your
Sgd

Major “W. Rendd °
C. S. 0]

(Copy.)
Major W. F.
&850
Sir,—1 have
with the 2nd
first time I visif
return from Ga
to -visit the Of
men who had
frcm the differ
had been at S
all- delighted W
had received an
Upen my re¢
pbrought with n
wounded; since




