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ing - and irritation
and the little’ one’s
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v all agreed it
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any permanent good
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1 boxes, and at

am glad to say

a complete
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gist and stores at
post free for price
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and objects of
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of corruption and
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1 the Lanctot affairs re-
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hire which had been
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fe of the electorg
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2 alsy came put with his
hent Mmgainst reciprocity
bnsiders a minor isSue,
the people of Canada
fan £o0oa
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Reciprocity and Wider Markets Makes New Converts by Thei Able

.-

ple Hear .hver and Slfton

F,me carporations to do this, might il
not be good business for the farmers
and ranchers to follow  the same

Presentation of Issue—Challenge, of Minister of the Interior to "¢y sumenton fina any aute wit
Name any Corrupt Act of His Greeted with Tumultous Applause s e by ot S
—Straightforward Statement of His Views on Northern Develop-/|

ment Meets With Approval.

Before an audienze of four thousand persons,

great auditorium of the Thistle Rink,

the Interior, on Wednesday evening, , September 5th,
addresses of his long
crganized

of the most notable
In the face of an

meeting, he held the almost unbroken

completely filling th2
the Hon. Frank Oliver, Minister of
delivered one
public career.
disturb the
immense audience

attempt 10
attenticm of the

for nearly two hours, while be gave a statesmanlike exposition of the

policy of the Liberal government in

a thorcughly satisfactory manner of

regard to reciproeity, disposed n
the insinuations of boodle and graft

which have been made against him, 2nd discussed, as a private citizen, the

Alberta

and Great Waterways Railway scheme, pointing out its deficiencies

and outlining plans for the c¢evelopraent ¢f northern Alberta by railroad

construction of a more reasonable character.

In his speech he touched upon

all the main questions of the campaign, and with telling effect took up one

by one the variofis allegations which have been made against him by his

opponents and did not leave them until the great audience gave cvidence

of satisfacticn with his answers by fremendous and prolonged checring. it

was a great personal triumpa for the

Minister of the Interior. A betier

expreasion of confidence ,or more marked display of leyalty from his con-
stituerits could not have been desired by any member of any representa-

tive body in a democratic country.

The noteworthiness of the oceasion was added to by an cloquent address
cn the.reciprocity question Ly the }llon. A. L. Sifton, premier of Alberta,
Premier Sifton advancad most convincing arguments in support of the agree-

ment for free trade mm natural products with the United States.

in his address deall effectively, though

He also
at less length ,with the navy ques-

tion; and-the contrcl oy Alberta and Saskatchewan of thein natural rc-

sources as promised by Sir Wilfrid

Laurier. The addresses of both the

Hon. Frank Oliver and Premier Sifton were characterized by expressions

of the highest regard for the welfare

of the British Empire. The dual

alliance of Barden and Bourassa to cffect, by fair means or foul, the over-

throw of Laurier received from both
ation. That Borden should campaign

speakers the most scathing denunc:-
Ontario with the ery that Laurier

was disloyal, and shcild at the same time work hand in hand with Bou-

rassa, who was seeking to, inflame theé

et uxuhmtu*rm was kold up.as s concrefe example of political
In their

Y yprocrisy of the worst kind.

mind of FrenchsCanada with the cry

magd effort to “destrey the Laurier

government t‘ne& wera ready to set Tace against race and-to-disrupt Canada
by enkindling anew the fires of old dissensions. They, and not the Liberal
party who sought to build up the T mpire by strengthening Canada in

material wealth through increase of trade, werc guilty of the

treascn

against Canada and the Empire of which they accused their opponents,

At eight o'clock last night, half an
hour before the opening of the meet-
ing every chair in tine hall was occu-
pied and the gallery in the rear well
filled. Those who came later had to
find standing space in the rear of
the hall. The chair was taken oy
ex-Mayor Lee and with him on the
platform besides the two speakers
were a number of prominent Liberals
of Edmonton and members of the pro-
wvincial legislature. Premier Sifton,
who spoke first, had finished his ad-
dress by nine o’clock.

ttempt to Disturb.

The attémpt to disturb the meeting

was disclgsed as soon as Mr. Oliver
rcge to speak. At this early hour
members of the audien scattered
here and there through the hall noisi-
1y began to take their departure. Un-
der this interruption, Mr. Oliver was
compelled to speak for fully a quarter
of an hour, but annoying as it was,
it did not succeed in its purpose of
distracting the attention of the audi-
ence, and by the time the minister of
the interior came to the more import-
ant part of his address, the interrup-
tion had entirely ceased.
. When Mr. Oliver had finished his
forceful argument on the reciprocity
agréement, establishing beyond ques-
tion that it was a measure in the best
interests of Canada as a whole, and
also in the interests of the Empire, he
turned his &ttehtion tc -the personal
insinuations and local questipns which
have been imported into the cam-
paign by his opponents in the hope
of doing harth to his candidature. He
first considered the insinuations of
bocdle and graft. Defining “boodle”
as the appropriation to one’s own
uses or the dishonest expenditure of
campaign funds, Mr. Oliver issued 2
ehallenge which electrified the audi-
ence. He said:,

THROWS OUT CHALLENGE

«I want any one of all this audience
of four thousand persons to stand up
here tonight and say when, or where
or how. I eaused to be paid or author-
ized to be paid to any one of them
any consideration excepi for legitimate
and honest services.”

Dead silence for the space of some
seconds greeted this rinzing ehallenge,
The the silente was broken--by a
great outburst of checring.

«f want any man in this country
from Rext River to the Rocky Moun-
tains,” (-(mt,lmwd Mr. Oliver, ‘“to svy
now if he ever got, from me a favor, or
promise, or threat of ithholding fa-
vor, or rlght,«becallse of his vote or
influence.”

A Complaint Answered.

At this poinft an individnal arose

from the audience and walked forward

to the platform with a written com- |

plaint. It was a story of two men
who worked three years ago_
time of the general election ini@& con-
struction camp on the little riter near

Lesser. Slave Lake. The .complaint

was that these men has been dismissed
without receiving their wages and be-
cause ‘they had failed to vcte for Mr.
Otiver. The man presenting the com-
rlaint was actinz for an acquaintance.
Mr. Oliver pointed out that the work
on which the men in . questivn were
cngaged was being done under the
Departmant of Pablic Works and that
he consequently had no responsibility
in the case at all. As for an alleged
agent who scught to force the men
to vote for him, Mr. Oliver had never
keard of him or seen him and never
expected to. It was true that th:
engineer in charge of the work had
been brought to his notice as not fitted
for his pesition, and as a result cf

Départment of Public Works he was
no lonzer occupying that position.
The Insinnation of Graft,
Referring to the insinuation of graft
cr his part in connection with the
granting of half a million acres, of
land in Saskatchewan to the C.N.R.,
:ir. Oliver sketched the history of this
transaction beginning with the land
grant of half a million acres of Mani-
toba land east of the Red river and
“fairly fit for settlement’ to the Mani-
toba and South ifasterly Railway. The
c¢harter of this company had been
taken over by the C.N.R., but whan
that company made ils application
for the land grant under the order-in-
ccuneil, it was found that so much
land fairly fit fof settlement was nct
available east of the Red river. The
whole question had heen refcrred to
the Department of Justice and the
Ainister held that the right of the
railway under the ordgr-in-council
was still valid. Mr. Oliver according-

| Iy recommended the granting of the

jand in Saskatchewan. He himself
had asked for the investigation into
thig insinuation, and propcsed to as«
| for a resumption of the  inguiry
| by parliament if electad on Septem-
} ber 21st. P2

The McGillicuddy, Charges.

In reference to the pharges made
Ly MecGillicuddy, Mr. (Oliver stated
tkat what was in or was not in his
private bank account awas his own
pusiness and that of no one else. He
vould submit to no inguisitorial in-
vestigation. His rights as a private
citizen he prized even abovye the honor
ecnferred upcn him by mewmbership
it the cabinet of Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
“I Have Kkept back nnthing, I have
| apologized for nothing, nor do I intend
| fo,” declared Mry. Oliver, and this
| terse statement of his position was re-
ceived with great.applause.

"Phe charge that he had becn oppos-
ed to the develapment of the north
country and by his acticn had hinder-

t the |

| ed that ievelopment, Mr. Oliver re-
garded as a most serious one. But it
was absolutely untrue. He then put
before the gudience tha views he held
| on raileoad construction in Kdmon-
‘t(-n's tributary territory. He printed
out that there was more immediate

Mr. Oliver's. répresentations to the |
cation.

need of a railway to the Peace River
couniry, where hundreds of sctiiery
were already established than to the
Fort McMurray country where there

was scarcely a settler and not ten |

acres of greund under cultivation. A
railway was more needed to the east,

| ncrth of the Saskatchewan river to
[ St. Paul de Meiis than to Iort Mec-

Mvurray.
Other Railways First.
A railway would be built to Fert
McMurray some day, but these others
should come first, Edmonton in se-

curing from the gcvernment a line
;tn Fort MeMurray, guaranteed to the

extent of $370,000 per annum in the
payment of fiva per cent interest on
nearly $7,000,000 of bonds, would be
receiving her share of railroad  ex-
penditure for a. long ilime to come.
When a line was badly wanted tc the
Peace River country .,or elsewhere,
she would have to wait her turn again.
Then the bonds of the Alberta and
Great Waterways Railway had been
guaranteed to the extent of $20,000
a mile for 350 miles. Other railways
were being bailt in Alberta on a guar-
antee of $13,000 per mile and inters
est at four per cent. At this ordinary
rate of $13.900 and four per cent, o
reilway 700 miles in length could have
been built. ‘At this rate, nc doubt, the
required arrangemients could ‘have
heen made with the G.T.P. or C.N.R.
and in addition to 300 miles of rail-
rcad to Fort McMurray, 100 miles
could have been huilt to St. Paul de
Metis, 100 io I7ort Assiniboine, and
100 to Whitecourt, leaving an addi~
ticmal 100 miles for whatever oOther

section of the ceuntry’ most negdegd:
.

e -t

Premier Sifton in opening his “ad-
dress, declared that the splendid au-
dience he saw before him was an evi-
dence at once of the great strength of
Liberalism in Edmonton and of ine
wenderful growth of the city under
the Laurier government. He had had
the privilege of artending the largest
meecting ever held in 12dmonton prior
te 1896 when Sir Wilfrid Laurier was
put in power, an:d the contrast came
home to him.

For fifty years it had been the policy
of both -political parties to advocate
reciprocity with the United States. Sir
John A Macdonald, had placed - 2
standing offer of -reciprocity ‘in the
statutes of Canada and ever since it
had been urged by the leaders of .ne
Conservative party. Only last Decem-
ber 1,000 farmers had gcne from the
west to Ottawa to ask for tariff re-
duction, and as a result of. their re-
quests the agreement was made and
brought before the people for ratifi-
The policy whether good for
the rest of Canada or nct, was admit-
tedly for the benefit of western Cana-
da and every Canadian should vote
for it. 3

Freer and Larger Markets.

The great advantages of reciprocity
were the opening up of freer and
larger markets. With these markets
in a short time the prairies might have
a population of millions instead of
hundreds of thousands, The markets
of Greal Britain, said to be the best
for Canada’s products, were now open
ty Canada and would still be under
the reciprocity agreement.

While great bene:lt would accru?
tc Alberta from the opening up of the
United States markets for its prain
producis and eattle vroducts ,there
was another advantaze which was f1e
cuently overlooked. 1In the areas of
the- Brazeau, Embaras and Xnctenay
west of Kdmonton, lying along the
eastern slope of the Rockies, there
were immense deposits of the class
of coal from which coke was made,
and immediately south of the bound-
ary were the larzest smelting works
in tl~c world. These works new got
their supply of coke from Pennsyl-
vania and Tndiana. With the duty
of one dollar a ton taken off, in the
valleys of the Rockies {rom Edmonten
tev the International houndary wou'd
soon grow up seitlements of people
engaging with profit in the coal in-
dustry,

<. ' Raflways Not Afraid,

Despite their outery against recipro-
city ,tl{e three great railway companies
of the Dominion were not afraid
to do business with the States. The
C.P.R. ran its feeders acress the line.
The @Grand Trunk at the very start
ran lines into Maine and Chicago as
ar outlet and. -inlet of traders.
Tte C.N.R. had purchased a line to
Duluth agd other line4 in the State 0of
Minnesota. What was their m~tive? T

transcontinentals? The
laeation - of jthe railways was not an
accéident, ey ‘went where they did
e & 1%é people of the western
country and the member for Edmon-

8 ton in’ pastigular used their influence

'n getting them. And .f any one dis-
trict in Canada had a right to give
eredit to the gevernment for what it
Iad done, that district was the Ed-
monton federal district.

Provincial Rights.

People of the west should support
the Laurier' government because it
had given assurance that the provinces
of Alberta and Saskatchewan would
be placed cm the same footing as
other provinees in regard to their na-
tural resourc¢es., There was no differ-
ence of opirdion as to the benefit of
this fuller control of natural resources,
and beczause the government nremised
it, it was worthy of support.

The cry ofidisloyalty had been rais-
ed against t)’kp Laurier government in
the elzctionsiof 1900, 1904, 1908 and
now in 1911, It - was no new thing.
Fut in the election of 1908 they were
accused of disleyalty and in addition
charged with courting the ruin of
Canada by offering a British prefar-
ence. And now they find fault with
us because, they say, we are going
back on the British preference, They
say we are disloyal. Should we be-
come more prosperous than we are
we, would pe anxious to be annexed.
And yet Capada had gone through
times when the country felt the pinck
of poverty amnd had remained 10YVan
Of what sort; of stuff did the oppon-
cnts of the ! reciprocity agreement
think that Canadiaas of ‘today were
made? .
Defenge of the Empire.

The Liberg} government, Premier
Sifton declargd, was the first ever to
send a man %r spend a dollur in the
defenece of th& BEmpire. It had started
sto huild: a m&v far. the couniry be-
cause Canadla had arrived at the stage
of -national development where it

PREMIER S[FTON . oficcuid. afford to.dexso. and to perform

its part in maintaininz the integrity
of the Empire.

True loyalty to Canada-and the
Iimpire, Premier Sifton declared, con-
sisted in building up the prosperity of
the country that every cultivable acre
might: be tilled and so that instead of
eight million, eighty million might in-
habit the Dominion.

'The government was now offering
the pesple what it had striven long to
attain, and what the people had de-
manded. Tt was now the duty and
privilege of evary true Canadian te
vete for reciprocity.

Premier Sifton had full confidence
that Alberta weuld return seven mem-
bers to support the government of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier in its great work
of uphuilding Canada, and thereby
sirengthening and consolidating the
Tritish Empire. :

MR. OLIVER'S SPEECH

Mr, Oliver said: it is some months
ago since I had the privilege of ad-
dressing an audience in this hall on
the subject of reciprocity. Since that
time events have occurred which have
brought the gquestion to the people for
decision. Since that time much discus-
sion has tdken place but I am bound
to say that although I have given
careful attention to all that I have
been able to read and hear I am as
far away as I was then from hearing
any intelligent reason why the people
of this country should reject the pro-
posal.

Ws Premier Sifton has said, it has
been the work of the Liberal party in
power to securc the filling up of this
country. Thc advent of peop:z made
necessary the advent of railways., The
great principle of railway expansion
and railway competition has been the
policy of the Liberal government and
the result of that policy is the success
and prosperity, not only of the West,
but of the whole of Canada. The in-
crease of population, the increase of
production ,the increase of railway
facilities, having been ‘achijeved are
not the end They are but the begin-
ning, and production, and people and
the means of reaching markets with
products demand a policy looking to
the opening of better and wider mar-
kets, The proposal of reciprocity in
natural- products with the ,United
States is simply the following out of
the well-defined policy of the Liberal
government in its efforts towards the
progress and success of the country.
Do we in this countiry need more mar-
kets Surely we need more and bet-
ter markets, as every producer will
say. We are only at the beginning of
production here. We produceéd 100
million bushels of wheat last year. We
hope to have 200 millions this year,
and our market today is Great Brit-
ain. Great Britain buys from all the
world at the present 200 million bush=
clg of wheat, and if we, the people of
these western provinces, have not
made a stupendous mistake, if. we
have. not bought and built and mort-
gaged under a wrong impression, if

benefit Minnesota. Dividends; this was |'ve 216 not Foing to lani’ in:difficulty

their motive without a doubt.
were more railwayvs cwned by CGana-

There | o nd disaster, that production of wheat

which this year we hope will be 200

dian corporations in the United Stateés | million bushels will within the next

than would build another Canadian
transcontinental and yet no one found
fault with the railways on the score
of loyalty. If.it was gcod business for

few vears be four hundred or five
hundred million bushels,

Larger Market Needed.
I ask you theén, do we not need a

market? If this country has the pos-|
sibilities that we think it has, that we |
believe it has ,and if its progress is| commercial interests depend? Do not |
going to continue at the present rate, |

the government would be derelict in

|
|

its duty, would be lacking in the 1‘ox‘e-j’
sight displayed by the ordinary busi-

ness man, if it did not look near and

far for markets, wherever they are to |

be found.

barred from the markets of the Unit- |

ed States by a prohibitive duty
against our wheat, our barlgy and
our cattle ,and if under a fair ar-
rangement these duties against our
products ,against our growing sur-
plus, can be wiped out, what is the
business of the government of Canada
if it is not to secure the wiping out of
these duties? (Cheers.)
Wider Market. Less Taxation.

I said, if they can secure the abro-
gation of these duties on fair and rea-
sonable terms. And what are the
terms under this arrangement? It
would be fair to say that the privilege
of free access to the markets of the
United States for our ever increasing
surplus would be worth many thous-
ands and hundreds of thousands in
hard cash to the people of Canada.
We could afford te pay a Very con-
siderable tax if called upon to do so
in order. to get the advantage of these
markets The price we have to pay is
a reduction of our taxation., We get
the advantage of a wider market at
the cost of a decreased taxation on
ocur own people. (Cheers.)

Now the Liberal government was
elected to power in 1896 on a policy
of reduced taxation. That is the policy
upon which they were elected. It was
on that policy that the majority of
the people voted, and the first import-
ant act of their term of office was
to make a reduction in taxation, a
substantial reduction in general taxa-
tion and, under the British prefcrence,
a more substantial reduction of the
tax on British goods

Further Reduction Asked.

That was some fourteen years ago,
and it is not news to you, ladies and
gentlemen ,that since that time many
of our people have been impatient and
have demanded further reduction. If
there is one criticism ' more than an-
other that has been levelled . against
the Liberal government it is.the criti-
cism that they have not fulfilled their

_election pledges to.reduce the taxa-

tion upon the peoplé of Canada, Weil,
today, ladies and gentlemen, they are
before you with a proposition for a
further reduction of the burden of
taxation on this country, and the

question for you is, are you going to |

endorse that reduction of taxation and
that freer trade which has always
been the policy of the Liberal party
and the. policy under which the pros-
perity that this country today enjoys
has been unguestionably achieved.

Since I spoke here before I have
heard objections that I had not heard
then. May I touch on one or two, of
them? I have heard my opponent in
this contest exhort the farmers that
they should not support the proponsal
for better prices in the Umited States
because after they had become ugsed
to thése better prices the United
States would some time withdraw
from the arrangement and they woulg
fall back to their present condition.
If my friend speaks for the party
whose candidate he is, they are urging
upon intelligent men that they should
not sell theitr wheat for eighty cents
per bushel this year because next year
they may have to sell it for seventy
cents. (Laughter and cheers).

No Fear of Railways.

We are told that the railways of
Canada will be injured because of in-
creased trade between north and
south Do you know that we are do-
ing some trade north and south to-
day? Half of the total trade of the
Dominion of Canada today is de¢ne
with the United States, and speaking
of railways, while we have just one
from east to west there are fifty pas-
senger trains per day that leave Can-
ada for the United States and as many
passenger trains return daily to Can-
ada from that country. If Canada is
going to be ruined by trade with the
United States then Canada; is ruined
already, and her railways are ruined.
Surely if we are doing that amount

of trade with the United Stafes today ;

we shall not be hurt if, by the re-
moval of the tariff on natural pro-
ducts between the two countries, that

trade should become more pruﬁtahle.'

(Cheers). If we make a certain profit
on a certain amount of trade, and if
by the removal of a barrier to that
trade we can increase the . profits
from it, wherein lies the possibility of
Injury to us or to any legitimate in-
dustry in the country? But, they say,
the railways will suffer. Well, ladies
and gentlemen, the railways will not
loBe any tradé if the prices are as good
at the end of their present respective
runs as they would be in some new
direction, and one very good way, to
make these prices as good is for the
companies to shave a little off their
rates. (Cheers). And so the objection
that under the reciprocity arrange-
ment our railway companies will have
to do business at less cost is to my
mind one of the strongest reasons
why we should suppert the arrange-
ment.
Railways Will Protect Themselves,
The railways may safely be Teft. to
take care of themselves. It is our
business to take care of ourselves.
(Cheers) But I do not want you to
think that in any way it is the desire
or the intention of the government to
injure the railways or to injure gny
legitimate enterprise in Canada We
believe that the reciprocal trade ar-
rangement will benefit the railways
and every legitimate interest. Upon

And' if today we are de-|

I

what dosthe railways depend? L‘pon;
what do the banking institutions and

they all absolutely and unquestionably |
depend upon the profits of the farm- |
ers? And if under reciprocity the pro-
fits of the farmer can be increased is
it not certain that the production will
correspondingly increase? And is it not|
also certain as that light follows day
that the railways instead of having
leas will have more business; that the
banks will have more business and/!
that the comunercial houses will have
more Business? And last, but not least,
our manufacturing enterprises will
benetit as greatly and as certainly ‘1|,\"
the conditions., which benefit the|
farmer. (Applause.) i
Great Object of Laurier Govt. ‘

“I want to make you sure of this,}
that the Laurier government, the
great object of its leader being to |
build up here a United Canada, to |
bring together in common cause all
races and sections and all inlcresm.i
having succeded during this period of |
fifteen years, is not now departing |
from that pu];(*\ or principle; that the | }
principle of the good of all is strongly |
embodied in this reciprocity -arrange-
ment as it is in any other other part
of the successful policy of the Laurier
government. And I want to say tn}
you that there is a feature of the op-l
|

|

position to this arrangement that is |
worthy of the most careful attention.
It is important that we should have the |
best markets we can get. It is im- |
portant that our people should in»l
crease in material prosperity, but it'
is more important that Canadian na-
tional sentiment should bhe cultivated
throughout the whole of this broad
Dominion (Cheers). That is the policy
of the Laurier government. (Cheers)
But may I be permitted, ladies and
gentlemen, to bring to your attention
tonight, two weeks before the day
upon which this question is to be de-
cided ,the fact that that 1is not the
policy of their opponents. May I bring
to your attention the fact that while
Mr. Borden is opening

Borden Supporters Hcm‘d

The name of the leader of the op-
position was greeted noisily by some
of his supporters, who occupied a sec-
tion of the hall, Mr, Oliver repeated
the statement but was again inter-
rupted by these gentlemen, who
cheered at.the mention of Mr. Bor-
dén's namié The Minister of the In-
terior good humoredly repeated the
sentence in the same form several
timf;s, smilingly recommencing as each
outburst ceased After three or four
attempts he was abple to continue.

‘If his friends who are here tonight
will permit me I was about to re-
mark that while Mr. Borden is cam-
paigning throughout the English-
speaking provinces. of Canada attack-
ing Sir Wilfrig Laurier on the ground
of disloyalty to the Empire, Mr. Bour-
assa and Mr. Monk are campaigning
in the French-speaking provinces of
Quebec against Sir Wilfrid Laurier on
the ground that he i1s too loyal to the
Empire, I want to give you, ladies and
gentlemen, here, tonight. incountro-
vertible evidence that this is by ar-
rangement between these two sections
of that party. May I read to you a
dispateh from Montreal which is
dated June 30th and is printed in the
Winnipeg Telegram of July 1st, 1911,
the Conservative organ in that city.”

Another Interruption.

Mr. Oliver wzas again interrupted at
this point /I know that the large
majority of the people here would
like to hear this dispatch,”  he re-
marked, and his worfls were greeted
with cheering which drowned the
noise made by his interrupters and
revealed the sentiment of the meeting
in so unmistakable a manner that
they were at once silenced The dis-
patch which he read was as follows:
“It looks now as if the opposition
*‘will divide the province at the com-
“ing election. It can be safely said,
“however, that out of the 42 counties
“in the Montreal district ,over 30 will
“be straight Conservative It is also a
“well known fact that although the
“Bourassa wing is the noisy element,
“his party would not have been able
“to move had it not been for the
“support they received from the old
“wing. of. the party, and the knowl-
“edge of this fact will keep the rea-
‘““‘sonable wing of the Nationalists at
‘“least on friendly terms with the mr‘n'
“who are behind Mr. Borden in the|
“province.”

A Serious Question.”

“Now, ladies and gentlemen,” con- |
tinued Mr, Oliver, “I give you the|
statement appearing authoritatively in
the newspaper organ of the Conserva-
tive party published in the city of
Winnipeg, of an alliance with the Na- |
tionalists of Quebec led by Mr. Bor-|
den. May I say to you that the ques- |
tion whether thrs countiry is to be di-
vided into sections, whether the Eng- |
lish are to be set against the French |
and the French against the English, |
as is happening today, on the auth- |
ority of his own organ, under the
leadership and with the cognizance of |
Mr. Borden, is a more serious  issue |
than the reciprocity issue (Cheers). |
This country has enioyed great suc-
cess and prosperity since 1896, and |
gince 1896 the policy of union, the !
policy of Toyalty to Canada and {o the
Empire, under the leadership of Sir|
‘Wilfrid Laurier has been one of the|
great factors contributing to this suc- |
tess. (Cheers). If Canada, the sameg
Canada, did not achieve the same suc-‘l‘
cess in the previous years, under the
administration of Sir John Macdop-
ald, who is recognized as having be

”

|
{

| the same party,

| faith in

{ federal election and some
| every election in which

try, from the date of Confederatio
until 1896, was divided into two s
tions, English and French, And is
not a fact that in 1895 this country
was on the verge of civil war between
these two sections of the population?
Same Policy as 15 Years Ago.
And as the climax
policy of seiting E
French and French 1"\.11&1 E xulhn
after filteen yeanrs,
are again organizing to bring about
the same result, if perchance they
may 411;11:1 power thereby. ” y talk
against the Empire. I'ask
you, ladies and gentlemen, is not
such aection treason against (anada
and the Empire (Loud cheering). Are
you going to endorse by your votes
the candidate of that party? (Cries of
No, No.) Ang above
dorse that policy wnen
fore you with the
British flag

all will you en-
brought be-
waving ol the
and scoffs at the loy:

the sovernment. 1 am confident

you will put in their right places the
men who would thus trade on your
loyalty. I have had the honor of re-
presenting the district of Edmonton
for man 's. 1 have reason to have
» loyalty and good sense bf
the people of Edmonton, and I verily
believe that when they know, as they
cannot help but know between mnew
and election day, the attempt that is
being made in the name of the sacred
sentiment of loyalty to win an elec-
tion, I am satisfiel that they will
deal with the questior solutely upon
its merits. (Cheer

Reciprocity Big Issue.

I have spoken to you of reciprocity.
It is the issue of the campaign. But
in voting for or against reciprocity
the people must elect or defeat cer-
tain men. Under the British system
of responsiblea government the men
and the principle and the policy go
together. And now may I say a word
to you in regard to the man? I think
1 may appeal to you to endorse me
when I say that I am not given to
self-advertisement. (Hear, hear). 1
have not obtruded my personality into
this contest to becloud the issue in
any way. At the same time I have
been honored with a measure of free
advertisement that I mut consider
as. a - compliment. (Laushter), And
onty ‘as my personality has been ob-
truded upon the electors; not by my-
self or my friends but by my oppon=-
ents, may I take a little of your time,
and I hope your fair attention, to deal
with some of these matters which are
personal to myself, but interesting to
you In so far as I am a candidate for
honors at your hands.

The Accusations.

“It will not be news to many here
if I say thatin divers and sundry man-
ners I have been accused of being a
boodler, a grafter and also that I have
hindered development of the north.
(Laughter.) These, I think, to save
time, are the allegations which have
been made with some considerable
vociferation and reiteration.

“Now, in regard to tne question of
my being a boodler Boodle, as Iy un-
derstand the word, is money impro-
perly expended to carry elections, and
a boodler one who spends money
improperly ‘in connection with elec-
tion. Now, Mr. Chairman, ladies and
gentlemen, there must always be some
difference of opinion as between a
proper and improper expenditure in
connection with elections. There must
necessarily be expense in connection
with elections which some »erson has
to bear. The question as to whether
the expenditure is proper or not is
the question as to whether it is
boodle or not. Now, I have been in-
terested in elections in this district
ever since 1883, sometimes as a sue-
cessful and sometimes as an unsuc<
cessful candidate. But in every elecs
tion, as in the one ccming forward,
there are expenditures that must be
met by. somebody or there cannot be
a fair and reasonable appeal to the
electors. There is always the hire of
halls, as the hire of this hall tonight.
There must be provision for address-
ing meetings. There must be expen-
ditures for advertising. There are
large and small sums that must be
met, and I take it that these expen-
ditures are recognized as legitimate
and that they are not boodle.

The Minister’'s Challenge

There are probably in this hall 4,000
people, very largely voters, many of
them residents of the city at the last
during
I have bheen
a candidate. And I want anyone of
all this four thousand to stand up
here now, tonight, and say when and
where and how I ever paid or
caused to be paid ,or authorized to be
paid, a dollar or part of a dollar to
anyone for any consideration except
legitimate and honest service. (Pro-
longed cheering).

‘I have for the past six vears held
an important office, or position of ad-
ministrative authority, as a member
of the government at Ottawa. Neces-
sarilv T have had a measure of au-
thority in my hands. I need not am-
plify on ithat, for any person whom I
have had the privilege of meeting
during my visits to Edmonton will
bear witness that T am urged to ex-
ercise that authority in hehalf of this,
that or the other individual, to a de-~
gree that I hope T may be excused
for saying is somewhat burdensome.
And I want anvone in this city or
from the Red River to the Rocky
Wountains, to say when and where
and how he ever got a favor or prom-
ise of a favor or the granting of a

{ right from me, or if there was a hint

a great statesman, one of the reasons.j«gL the withholding of a favor or right

is that up te the time of the advent
of the Laurier government this coun- |

(Continued on Page Six.)
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