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so that in that country full information is 
furnished as to the state of the wind and 
weather at all points on the coast. France, 
Germany, Russia, Austria, Italy, Denmark, 
and other European countries, have since put 
the system into operation with good results.

No doubt the Dominion Government will 
co-operate in any way desirable to further this 
object, not alone in the interests of the Do­
minion shipping, but also from motives of 
humanity. ______ -

THE IMMIGRATION CONFERENCE.

The question of immigration is one of vital 
importance • to the people of Canada at the 
present moment. We are glad, therefore, 
to notice that a conference recently took 
plactf—ftT’Ottawa on the subject between 
representatives of the Dominion and Pro­
vincial Governments and the different immi­
gration agents employed at home and abroad. 
It is to be hoped this conference has not 
ended simply in talk, but that we shall sec 
some practical results next spring in the 
adoption of a more spirited immigration 
policy.

The two great wants of the Dominion are 
■ men and money. Its resources are practi­
cally inexhaustible, but they need capital 
and labor to develop them ; and the more 
of both we can attract into Canada, the more 
rapid progress we will make in wealth and 
prosperity. It is high time that our rulers 
became thoroughly alive to this fact, and had 
determined to encourage immigration with 
all the energy and zeal at their command. •

Never was there such a golden opportunity 
to turn a large portion of the flow of immi­
gration into Canada as at present. This 
country never occupied so high a position in 
the eyes of Eurojio as since confederation. 
This is conspicuously the case so far as the 
inhabitants of the British Isles are c<mcemed, 
and it accounts for the moderate increase in 
the number of new settlers we have obtained 
during the last year and this. “ There is a 
tide in the affairs of men,” and the same 
may be true of nations. If our public men 
do not utilize the presept favorable opinion 
of the Dominion abroad to increase its popu­
lation, their conduct will' be little short of 
criminal.

Canada was never in a position to absorb 
so many immigrants as at present. ' The de­
mand for labor is universal. For months 
past, sufficient laborers, both skilled and.un- 
skilled, have not been obtainable id Ontario. 
The result has been a rapid increase of 
wages in several branches of 
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must continue. The numerous new railroads 
aud other public works in course of construc­
tion must afford abundance ff work for some 
years to come for all who want it, and the 
chances are that next spring and summer 
will find the demand for labor greater, and 
the supply less' in proportion, than during 
the. past five months.

The country "was never so attractive to 
immigrants as at present. • This is true both 
absolutely and relatively. The opportuni­
ties for new-comers to do well were never 
previously so goqd, and when compared with 
other countries, none can be found in which 
living is sq cheap or taxation so moderate. 
These are matters of 'vital importance to 
those classes who emigrate to improve their 
position ; and, if the facta were properly 
placed before them, they must turn, a large 
portion of the “human tides” which annually 
leave Europe, towards our shores.

Wf hope thé recent conference will mark 
a new era in the history <-f Canadian immi­
gration. The country is becoming thorough­
ly aroused to the vital importance of the 
question, and heartily sick of the old do- 
nothôpg policy of the past. Either wilfully 
or ignorantly, the Department of Agriculture 
at Ottawa has for years been a drag rather 
than an encouragement to immigration. 
This state of things must now end. Canada 
wants more men and money ; she offers at­
tractions to both second toi no other country 
in the world ; and the Government, be it 
Dominion or local, which fails to carry out 
art energetic immigration p<ilicy, will certainly 
have to answer therefor at the Sir of public 
opinion. _____

ONTARIO MUTUAL LIFE lNSUhANCE CO.

Since the .deposition of the promoter and 
floater of this scheme—MowsSpringvr, M.l'.P.,— 
the tallies of rates have been completely remodel­
ed. The_annual premium on an ^all-life policy 
for $1,000, age fO, has been advanced from $11.90 
to $21,21—a direct advance of $8.31. In this 
the soundness of our objections, urged when the 
project was first brought before the public, to 
the low rates first adopted,» is fully conceded. 
With the advance in* t|u- l>tes wr sup­
pose the unjust .plan for 'raising addi­
tional premium by an assessment on the 
policies as in s mutual fuv insurance ronqiany, 
has been al*n<^emA) We anticipate that some 
difficulty will l>e experienced in getting the ad­
ditional rate nowjrequired from those who have 
insured at the low rates first charged, unless they 
are more plialdc than policyholders usually are. 
Hut (xihatw if is only future applicants who 
wiij Vie rhargisl the advances! nt. s.

Here is a jiaragraph from U fly-sheet i.tailed by 
the Company, which v.-e rwpvd as something' 
original in its way: '* In thl Ontario Mutual the 
policy holder* arc iu ts< t the Ao> k holders (?) • a*-b 
contributing a small )«-rtit>6 <4 its capital VI 

t •

until H basf attained proper proportions, the* 
annually receiving a return of all the surplus
annually, aid in proportion individually as he 
or she may h ire contributed thereto, such sur­
plus divisions will be deducted from the annuel 
premiums whereby the cost of assurance in the 
Ontario Mutual will be lower than in any other 
company uq the continent, and the investment 
ss safe ns the safest.” Just so, end about aa 
lucid as me.L We suspect the author of thia 
production lias devoted more attention to the 
cultivation jof turnips than to the science ef 

life insurance.
The ninfi clause of the Company’s char­

ter provide* that the premiums shaU be in­
vested (after paying expenses of management 
and claim4 ■* » reserve fund in certain
securities, *1 provided that such reserve fund shall 
not esetfd - in the whole $130,000." Anything 
mort unsciehtific, absurd, or Contrary to the prin­
ciples and practice of life insurance than this pro­
vision could scarcely be imagined. It is a re- ^ 
flection on Ike intelligence of the Ontario Legis­
lature, thnt ecrtain clauses of this charter ever re­
ceived its eviction.

NOfA 8COT1A GOLD FIELDS.
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