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s0-that in that country full information is
furnished as to 'the state of the wind and
weather at all points on the coast. France,
Germany, Russia, Austria, Italy, Denmark,
and other European countries, have since put
the system into operation with good results.

No doubt the Dominion Government will
co-operate in any way desirable to further this
object, not alone in the interests of the Do-
minion shipping, but also from motives of
humanity.

THE IMMIGRATION CONFERENCE.

The question of immigration is one of vital
importance to the people of Canada at the
present moment. We are glad, therefore,
to notice that a conference recently took
place™tr~Ottawa on the subject between
representatives of the Dominion and Pro-
vincial Governments and the different immi-
gration agents employed at home and abroad.
It is to be hoped this conference has not
ended simply in talk, but that we shall see
some practical results next spring in the
adoption of a more spirited immigration
policy.

Thetwo great wants of the Dominion are

.men and money. Its resources arg practi-

cally inexhaustible, but they need capital
and labeor to develop them ; and the more
of both we can attract into Canada, the more
rapid progress we will make in wealth and
prosperity. It is high time that our rulers
became thoroughly alive to this fact, and had
determined to encourage immigration with
all the energy and zeal at their command.
Never was there such a golden opportunity
to turn a large portion of the flow of immi-
gration into Canada as at present. This
country never occupied so high a position in
the eyes of Europe as since confederation.
This is conspicuously the case so far as the
inhabitants of the British Isles are cancerned,
and it acpounts for the moderate increase in
the number of new settlers we have obtained
during the last year and this. “ There is a
tide in the affairs of men,” and the same
may be true of nations. If our public men
do not utilize the presept favorable opinion

of the Dominien abroad to increase its popn

lation, their conduct will:-'be littlg short « f |

criminal.

Canada was never in a position to absorb
so many immigrants as at present. ' The de-
mand for labor is universal. For months
past, sufficient laborers, both skilled and.un

gkilled, have not been obtainable in Ontar
The result has been a rapid incr of
wages in ‘several branches of g W
suppose we will receive t t! Wb
25,000 immigrints this secason. At least

100,000 conld have been absorbed with
grea'est ease; and the demand for labor
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