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«rvung mil al thr modern methods al doing 
Ihiuhtm liy ru|wilM«<, nrrpn. ami knUini 

ha* dl|wtr*l lhe |«uUh luaanb
prov iding a rrnwdv far irlirtiag thr mmri 
>4 the peoplr from llw u|i|iin«ua al ruqaralr 

L Md III llw ruuatry from llw lUngi-rs 
anting from llw an-umuUla.ii al laa nuedi 
«railu in Ihr «unirai ’4 a frw imhv idual*

Thr parliament >4 < an«U. Ihr législatures 
<4 our ihllrrrnl proviwr» ami many lawn ami 
rily nain, il* bave unotiis-ssf ully endeavored 
la ranlful ihr ajwrallane af urgamartl • oio- 
panics afwralrd umlrr *|w« ial lrgi*Ul ion 
Thrir rxprnrmr invarialJy lia* Iwrn thaï llw 
English languagr ran mil Iw used in législation 
au aa la Iw «lawn a .-arparalHHi lhal bat 
erruml a franrhiar fia publie arrvwr or «rroi- 
iml.lt. utility l’mlrr ihrar rire uinslanrcs 
Ihr paiIJir instinctively turn* far rrlirf la une 
al Iwo aturrre tiovrrnniral 'lhal ia |.uUt< - 
U«nrrah1|i ami ufirralam al puMn ami semi- 
public ulililire ami thr riwiprralivr method 
al distribution ami manufacture «I "«■ 
■«lilies l'mlrr existing conditions Ihr few 
naourfalr lu discharge Ihoae fumiiune far 
Ihe Iwnefil of thr le». Obviously thr rrinnly 
far Ihe evil lhal ri «million creates is far llw 
■any to ri«-ojwralr far thr Iwnrfit af Ihr many.

The prarlwal application of Ihr |.rnn q.k 
al gavrrnmrnt ownership al pulûir utilities 
ia well recognized hy governing lawlira in < an- 
a.la Municipal ruunriU.aa might Iw expected, 
firing neater Ihr people. are pionrrrs of Ihr 
movement ami the most active in applying Ihe

Cnriple. They are followed aomew hat rbiarly 
the provincial governmrnl a of Ihr |irairie 

provin.es and ihe province of Ontario, while, 
aa would naturally Iw eiiwrted. ihe gov rrnnwnl 
nl the Dominion, due largely la lie mviron- 
mrnl and being leva arressiUe lo the people, 
ia thr most lardy in pulling the principle 
into artier operation Thr usual method 
in rermt years is to have those nmlertahings 
administered by commissions apjioinlcd. in
the rase of municipalities, hy the council, 
that of the provincial and Dominion govern­
ment, hy the cabinet. It ia a very significant 
fart that commissions apfminlrd hy cabinets 
whether Dominion or provincial, are constantly 
accused of being derelict to duty and amenable 
to corrupt influences by the party in power. 
When suspected they are very «lilRrull to 
reach hy the people or their representatives 
on account of the tendency to condone their 
shortcomings in the interest of the party in 
power, while commissions appointed by muni­
cipal councils are comparatively free from 
such suspicion. When ineomprtenev or worse 
is discovered in their rase there is never any 
difficulty in the way of removing the delin­
quents as their position is ilrpendent entirely 
on the representatives of the people not on 
a cabinet.

We venture to say that, had the com­
mission appointed by thr Dominion Govern­
ment to build the National Transcontinental 
Kailway liera appointed by parliament and 
directly responsible to parliament instead of 
to the government, or had the Manitoba 
Telephone Commission I wen appointed by 
the legislature and runt nil Ini by the legislnturc 
instrad of by the cabinet, much of the adverse 
criticism that is directed against both would 
not have been heard.

The Manitoba Grain Growers' Association 
has the distinction of Iwing the first public 
body to advocate extending to the provincial 
legislature the principle that now obtains in 
municipal ladies, nariTrly that of appointing 
public service commissioners by the representa­
tives of the people rather than by the cabinet. 
They incorporated in their demands for public 
ownership of grain elevators that the com­
mission entrusted with the operating of those 
elevators should la- appointed by the legisla­
ture and directly responsible to the representa­
tives of the people.

The committee to which the Grain Growers 
entrusted the initial negotiations for securing 
government ownership of elevators was sub­
jected to a good deaf of adverse criticism in

rwrtam quarters for the attitude they t»e»k in 
re «peel to the appo«ntuw«it and control id 
the ruatmiasion Their attilide was repre­
sented aa Iwing untenable and without pre­
cedent We, however, think that the attitude 
they Ua»k on this question is a *oun«l .me. and 
■ ill Iw justlheil I.) t lie *iip|a,rt it a ill reirive 
from enlightened public ..pinion That it 
will receive due atlentnm in the near future 
ia fairly certain

• •
DOMINION GOVERNMENT NEGLIGENT
The rlevalor companies that were fined SO 

heaxily a few weeks ago were not formally 
.barged with mixing wheat, though it ta 
apparent tu any person that the discrepenrira 
in figure* coubl haie I gen caused in no other 
way. I hi «count <d the alisrnce of this charge 
some people seem to think that the rlrxatof 
companies «lid not do anything very serious 
lint the knowledge that they were mixing 
■ heat ami thus robbing (hr farmers ia juat as 
srreals whether it Iw known by one name or 
another The timing has Iwrn carried on 
while a swarm <d goxrrnmral officials stood 
watching. Hut they could see nothing out 
id the way. After it was all over Ihe inspect- 
ora, hy checking up their Uadis, saw they had 
Iwrn fooled I'hen Ihr rlevatoe companies 
were prosecuted ami fined lô.j.«0 Kvidrnlly 
this is supposrtl to make it all rigid lo the 
farmers. Hut we cannot see bow it 
will aid the farmers one lût. There ia 
nothing to prevent the elevator companies 
carrying on ihia ayalem of robbery year after 
year ami paying a fine when they are caught. 
If they can make $<iMl.l)UU a year or a great 
deal more hy manipulating the grain they will 
gladly pay a line «d Sû.jûn for the privilege 
<d «> doing.

All the officiale id the federal government 
are fully aware <d the fart that £011 inspector* 
at the terminals would mil Iw smart enough to 
prevent tU- manipulations The government 
knows that the terminals have I wen hotlwds of 
graft, but still they make mi move to help 
the farmers. The government has I wen asking 
the farmers tu prove thr graft. It is already 
proven. The IJominion government in iU 
endeavor to didr hy the terminal elevator 
problem has mil a leg to stand «in. Thr graft 
lx there; the government is aware <d it and 
yet dors nothing. This can only continue 
so long as the farmers are willing to put up 
with it.

SIR WILFRID'S ITINERARY
Our readers will see in another part of this 

paper the announcement of the itinerary 
which Sir Wilfrid Laurier will follow on his 
western tour. He will he at Winnipeg on 
July llth, llrandon. July 18th; Moose Jaw, 
August Oth and Kilmonton on August 8th. 
These dales will be in good season for the farm­
ers' to get together and meet him. It will 
also Iw noted that Sir Wilfrid will speak at a 
number of internwdiate points. At all of these 
other points there arc branch associations. It 
would Iw a splendid scheme if the president 
and directors, and as many of the officers as 
possible, could get together and meet (lie 
premier on their own ground and support the 
same attitude the central association* will 
take on the four big questions. Hy having 
Sir Wilfrid's mind jogged at all points in the 
West he will Iw convinced of the earnestness 
of the demands of western farmers. This is 
the only opportunity in fourteen years that 
western farmers have had to meet Sir Wilfrid, 
and it should not be lost.

* • *
HOMESTEADS FOR WOMEN

There is a growing feeling among the women 
in Western Canada that they should have the 
same right as the men to the free homestead 
lands ol the prairie. They realize that they 
arc doing as much as the men in the work of 
creating a vast empire in this new country. 
Parents with a family bf children see their

hays go out ami «cure free land, but their 
girl* are not so fortunate Suppose two 
families Use side hy «etc In one family there 
are four Iwyi but no girls, and in the other 
family four girls, but no hoy* The parents 
>4 the girl* family are not to blame Iweausr 
their . luldren arw all girls. The Creator 
umloubledly had «««me goal purpose in view 
when hr ««nlaimil it. But our law slrpsinaml 
gives a prize to the parents of the hoys and 
penalises llw parents id the girls Of "course 
if the four boys marriml the finir girls when th«-v 
grew up then things wouhl le n « re iqval. 
hot it •l««*n'l seem just right that matrimony 
should he made a provision id securing a fair 
share id what Ihe stale has f«sr distribution 
I ruler ordinary eirrumstames the family 
with the hoys would have five homesteads 
from the govirnmrnt and the family with the 
girls would have only one. The liny s'family 
lires .me* wealthy but the girls'family becomes 
poorer. I nlil the government >d our land 
is entrusted with the power id ordaining the 
•ex »d children it does not seem fair that such 
disiriminatiun should Iw made ax ia done in 
the case of our homestead laws,

• * •
At the present time there is practically 

nothing Iwing ilnnc towards the construction 
<d the Hudson Hay Road There is a lot of 
talk almut building thr lag bridge across the 
Saskatchewan River at The Pas. But still 
it ia only talk or was a few days ago. ft is 
also interesting In note that the no miles of 
the Hudson Bay Road from Hudson Bay 
Junction on the C.X.R. i Prince Albert Une") 
to The Pas. is owned and operated thy spell»I 
hy the C.X.R. The Ifominion government 
is building right onto the end of Mackenzie 
and Mann's line. Does this mean that they 
are g«ûng to hand «1er the Hudson Hay mail 
to those two gentlemen. If this is the ease 
it seems useless to sup|Kirt two administrations. 
We might just about as well do away with 
|«arliamenl and hand over the keys of the 
federal treasury to the railway companies ami 
manufacturers.

• • •
Over in Kngland certain of the party 

political papers ami |«olilirians are emleavoring 
to condemn some of the cabinet ministers for 
causing the death of king Kdward. This is 
about the most extreme step that we have 
ever known |*»litkians to take and it ia 
agreeable to know that it is not the general 
opinion oLany party. Such a scheme is lower 
than even plots and schemes that are hatched 
in Canadian politics. Lvcn in Canada, had 
as our polities may be, our newspapers and 
poli^npns would hardly stoop to such tactics. 

♦ • *
We are all right now. Sir Ernest Shacldeton, 

the Antarctic explorer, was in Winnipeg the 
other day and was interviewed by the press. 
The rc|iorter asked liiqi: "Do you believe in 
Canada's future?"

Shackleton replied : "Undoubtedly. And not 
only its future, hut its immediate future."

Everybody will Iw glad to know this. If 
we are to ask this question of all visitors, they 
will twgin lo think we arc skeptical about 
our owh future.

* * *
We arc glad to correct the statement that 

we are the only independent and unpurchase­
able paper in the West. Hut such papers 
are so scarce that it seems like a beam of sun­
light on a dull day. When papers claim they 
are independent and unpurchaseable the best 
method of proving it is by deeds and not by 
words. -

• * ♦
We see by a press dispatch, that one of the 

leading elevator men in Minneapolis has been 
arrested in New York on the charge of smuggling. 
It is strange what these elevator men will do. 
They are such active lads, that we are liable 
to see them crop up anywhere.

* * *
Don't forget to write to your Ottawa Mem­

ber and tell him to get busy.

I


