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Toronto, May 10, 1917

P

The Christian Dear

The ‘Sunday after Ascension Day.

Three great thoughts for this Sunday are
tndicated in the Collect:—

1. The Gréat Exaltation of the Redeemer.

The Ascension Day is the Day of His glonous

Vindication, and on'this Day we rejoice with
Him in His triumph. Our language of praise
is that of the ancient hymn, the Te Deum,
where we cry;,*“Wevpraise- Thee,- O God: we
acknowledge Thee to, be the Lord,” ‘“Thou
art the King of Glory, O. Christ,”’ ““Thou sit-

.test at the nght hand of God: in the Glory of -

the Father,’”” and of the Collect for the day,
in which Wwe  pray, ‘O God, the King - of
Glory, Who hast exalted Thine only 86n_Jesus
Christ with great triumph untq Thy Kingdom
in heaven.’”’ We rejoice at this time with Him

that-all the victorious sorrows and labours of —

His earthly life are ended.

“But now Thou art in the Shadowless Land,
Behind the light of the setting Sun;
And the worst is forgotten which Evil planned, .
And the best Wthh Love s glory could win
is won.’! L 1§

2. The Great. Test of Wtuting Heé told
them to wait. Seldom, if ever, have men had

a harder test—to wait, to be dumb with' the ~

glorious message of the Restrrection welling
up in their hearts, and yet He said, ‘‘Tarry
ye in the city.”’ The men who -could wait in

_ Jerusalem ‘after all they had seen and hear

could turn the world upside down. The ten-

~days of qujet waiting between : the Ascension

and Pentecost is a period which carries with
it-a great lesson to the individual Christian
and to the whole Church. The Master has a

- way of usmgaand bleqsmg ftlﬁ man who can
© wait.

3. The Great Expectation, ,“We beseech
Thee, leave us not comfortless.. "Qur Lord’s
words are sounding’ in our:ears, ‘‘It is ex-
pedient - for you that I go away: for if I go.
not -away, the Comforter will not come -unto .
you; but if I depart,_I will send -Him unto -

" you,”” The Holy Spirit is the Gift of the Eter- .

nal Father through.His Ascended and Glori-"
‘fied Son.” And at this Ascension-tide ‘we look
up to our Father in Heaven and pray, “*Send
to us Thine Holy Ghost ‘to comfort us; and

~exalt us ‘unto the samm place whither our

Saviour Christ is gone re, Who liveth and

“#réigneth with Thee and ‘the Holy Ghost, one

- mercy

God, world without end. Amen.”” This prayer, Pk

it is well to notice, is not ‘answered. in the -
future only, but in-a real sense we mayxxﬁea
to receive an answer: here and now.  Even

THE WORK OF SYNODS.

Diocesan Synods in Canada are | more or
less a disappointment every year. Too much
time is spent on- matters of secondary import-

ance, while other matters of prlme ‘importance

are either sidetracked or receive Hurried con-
sideration, often in the closing hours, when
many of the members have left. Such asseme
blies of Churchmen, clerical and lay, offer
unique ‘opportunities for developing corporate
responsibility and. enthusiasm, and are too

valuable to be allowed to become mere mia-

chines ‘for registering- approval or deprovaI
of the reports of committees.

- Part of the difficulty is due to the arrange-
‘ment ‘of the programme. It’is most desirable
that the advice of ‘leading business and pro-
fessional men  should “be secured on certain
matters, but the number of such who can give -
the neécessary time is very limited unless they

~know _exactly when such-matters are to be

considered. By grouping the various subjects

“ and by adhering to a time limit,for each group

and for each speaker, much time can’be saved
and a much larger variety of subjects can be
given consideration.
that rules of debate would have to be adhered |

to. In too many Church Synods a few mem- °
‘bers monopohze the time, and frequently speak

several times on the same subject, This kills
interest, diminishes the attendance, and ‘should
seldom, if ever, be permitted.:

Still' another dnﬂiculty under the present sys-
tem is that little opportunity is provided in the'
regular sessions of Synods for addresses on
sub]ects of importance to the Chuﬂ:h and

This means, of course,

Editorial Motes

After an illness of long duration, the Right
Rev. William Lennox Mills, D.D., Blshop of
Ontario, passed to his last rest at Kingsten
Ont., on the afternoon of May 4th. Several
times during the past few years, death seemed
at hand, but the end came unexpectedly. Born
at Woodstock Ont,, on January 28th, 1846,
he had entered his seventy-second yeatr. =

Bishop Mills was educated at Woodstock
Grammar School and Huron College, winning

__his B.D. degree in 1884 and his doctor’s degree

“from Tnmty ‘University ten years later:

{4

nation by men specially qualiﬁed to- speak on s f

. them. A great deal of dxscuss:on tahe’si pla

thought out ‘and betray a“woef
formation on the subject. The
subjects this year that slfoul

; consxdetaﬁon, i

relation of the Chut!ch to
dier,” ‘‘The place of the

~ with economic and social problems a ising

of the war,”” “‘The Church 3

- lem,” ““The supply of men he n

- There are othefs that onef’

perts Qn the ma,iorli

such addzesses ‘be con

: se851ons, but shovnld‘be

; opportumty £or

now, by the ‘power of. our Ascended Masterﬂ f

and \through the Holy Splﬂt -we may
heavenly places, *“‘But God, being - rich, in.

Christ . and raised us up with Him,

places, in Christ Jesus.” Even now we share

* the glory of otir Exalted Master.

For it is the sxmple truth to. say- that thoae
who are trustmg in the Rlsén and Asoendetf
Christ, and rejoice with Him in His vict
;and have partaken of His s Spirit even now are

‘ . walking in the ‘light of \tlte‘*“Eternal Country,

for they. “‘with Him | 'donttnnall; d\ven 7
t%* :

Humnhty is the’ em vessel a amst the
_'fountam {5 W u'p g :

. quickened us ‘together With“’

: and made .us to sit with Him iﬁ the hemmy -

”

, 0 :
task of meetmg these men,

d&stmatwns, andof commun

of andther denommatlon,

“three, denominations, ~entlrdy‘_

Church of England. There is m

was given an honorary D.C.L. by Trinity, .
by Bishop’s College, Lennoxville, Queen’s
ferring the LL.D. in 1901.  He was

deacon in 1872 and pnested the follc

year, and after serving in the parishes of

~wich and Seaforth in the Dibcese

moved to St. Johns, Que., leaving there
Ttinity Church, Montreal, Wﬁex;a h&’ |
quently became “Canon of

Cathedral and Archdeaqon of

In 1900 he was

Qutarro, with the
on the death of £




