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POETRY.

THE SABBATH.
I lore thy chime of bell»,

I lore thy house of priver.
The bellow’d eong which swells. 

And breathes devotion, there: 
Arturo, return, thou welcome geest. 
Then day of holiness and rest !

As Gilead’s healing bslm,
As dew on fainting flowers.

Thy soft and holy calm 
Revives onr drooping powers ; 

Almost as though, restored awhile, 
Earth hd resumed her Eden smile.

Ant these our Sabbaths here 
Are only transient guests;

Their errand is to cheer,
To point ns to onr rest :

O may they prove, as kindly given, 
EmbledU and hatbingers of heaven ! 

— Wulryun Metkedlet «Vegesiwe.

FAMILY CIRCLE.

I wonder if my Mother ie in Heaven."
Boom time ago it was the lot of a -Christian 

JBaiator to preach in n beautiful little cliai>«-l 
pot (ar from ooe of the largest cities in the world
It was a Wesleyan shapeL airwas a Wesleyea shape! , «mated in the midst 
-of a daw sc population, and bad been but newly 
baib. Yet the attendance was very small : in a 

■place that would 'have contained two hundred, 
-wot more than free twelve to twenty were usual­
ly found, lchabod seemed written there. Things 
bad been better : there had been a flourishing 
society, and a large congregation, by whose unit­
ed exertions this very chapel had been raised. 
But a disagreement arose, and Wd to the total 

Turn of the congregation, and the greater partot 
the society. Only a few remained steadfast in 
the hour of trial, and <hey were truly devoted 
Christians. On the day to which we refer, there 
were so few persons present that everything par­
ticular would of course attract the minister's 
-aye. As he looked round upon the empty iicws 
thinking of the painful ciruuinstances of the 
■nail flock, lie »w an elderly man enter, ou 
whose face deep thoughtfulness seemed imprint­
ed. The old man knelt down solemnly. Into 
every part ef the service lie entered with evi­
dent ferfour. He heard the sermon as if it bail 
been a message from Cod to him. It was evi­
dent that he could say, “ I have loved the habi­
tation of Thy house, and the (dace where Thine 
honour dweîlelh.” All present were attentive, 
but there was a particularity about him which 
could not escape notice. The service over, the 
Minister asked of his host who the old man was. 

-and if he could tell hitn am thing of hi* bistort. 
Jn reply the following narrative was in sub­
stance given.

Only a few Tears previously that old man 
hated and despised 'Christianity. He trav an 
avowed Deist, and his time, money, and worldly 
influence were employed in the van so he had 
espoused. Being a man of considerable powers.

a< site sat by her father, down whose cheeks the 
big tears often rolled, she looked up in his free, 
putting her soft little hand in his, and gently- 
said, •• Father !” He awoke as from a reverie, 
startled by the voice of his child, and by a sul­
len look seemed to say, “ How cruel to disturb 
my silent grief! Let me alone : it is better for 
me to die than to live," But be-did not alter a 
word. “ Father !" again said the child ; “father ! 
do you think my .mother is in ’heaven ?" O, 
what words were these, what piercing words ! 
lie eyed the flowing locks, the rosy countenance, 
the tearful eye of her who spake ; it was his 
child, his only child, whom he loved as his own 

heoul ; but reply he mide none. Again she de­
manded, ■“ Father, do vou think my mother is in 
kcavco ?" He now replied evasively, and strove 
te-divert attention from that to another subject. 
They retired in thoughtful mood : the child slept, 
but not so the fat Iter. For as he laid him down 
strange feelings came overhimjtnd new thoughts 
filled his bosom. Fain -would he have buried 
his griefs and reflections in slumber, but that 
was denied. Of one thing chiefly- did he think 
that night,—the query of his child. It was con­
stantly sounding in his cars. He strove to for­
get it, but in vain. It had reached his soul :*he 
was deeply wounded. He began to yield to 
conviction. “ The Bible may be true," be said :

there mar be a heaven, for which I am unpre­
pared -, and a hell, to which I am hastening.”— 
lie rose to pray ; his irihdel heart was broken, 
and be offered it to God.

In the morning he was an altered man : he 
took up the long neglected Bible, and liegan in 
earnest to seek for mercy. He gave up all evil 
company, destroyed his vile books, and, being 
truly jicnilent, soon obtained a knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sins. Now "he came 
every Sabbath to the house of God with‘his dear 
little girl, whom he regarded es the instrument 
of lcading'him to the Saviour : and having given 
himself to'God, gave himself also to the church 
by the will of God. From the period when his 
membership commenced to this dev, he had 
been a most exemplary Christian.— W. H. flam- 
bridge.

the discharge of the duties of the various j the conversion of Timothy—“ Thou, ( ) mat 
professions in which persons engage. A , of God,—follow after righteousness, godli- 
lawyer, ignorant of the principles of law—a ; ness, faith, love, patience, meekm-ss. Fight 
physician, unacquainted with anatomy and the good fight ot failli, lay hold on eternal 
the materia metfyea—a merchant, destitute j life, whereunto thou art also called, and pay
of a knowledge of conducting business-trans­
actions—a military or naval, commander, 
having no acquaintance with tactics—would 
at once be considered as occupying a most 
preposterous situation. Why ?—Simply be­
cause they had assumed a profession for 
which they possessed not the necessary qua­
lifications. They would with unerring in­
tuition be condemned as mere pretenders ; 
and the most serious would be able scarcely 
to 'maintain their gravity in the presence of 
folly so great, of a mistake so inexcusable. 
But in what essential point differs the case 
of an unconverted Minister of the Gospel 
from the eases here supposed ? Is he not, 
in a sense, as unqualified for the duties of 
his office as they are for the duties of theirs?

Ministerial qualifications are clearly 
stated by the sacred penmen ; not leaving

fessed a good profession before many wit­
nesses." (1 Tim. vi. 11,12s)

Nor Is the character of those who should 
succeed to this office left in uncertainty. It 
is described with great clearness. “ Th( 
things tliAt thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thon to 
faithful (pistols) men, who shall be able 
( hikanoi) to teach others also.” (2 Tim.ii. 2.) 
The men were to be faithful, believing 
(Thriftion men ; men of experience, ac­
quainted with the things of God, and for 
this reason, that they might be able, com- 
prient, qualified, to teach others the way of 
salvation.

This leads us to another observation. 
Whilst our Lord Jesus Christ died for the 
salvation-of sinners, to secure for them, in 
this life, pardon, peace, a renewal and LoU-

A Good Resolution.
There was once a boy that made a resolution, 

that wherever he went, or with whomever he 
conversed, he would try to ipake them wiser 
and better. It was a noble rule, and he faith­
fully ol>servcd it lie began with the domestics 
of the family ; neat he tried his young rom pen- 
ions. If he met 'the ignorant anil vicious, he 
sought out some pleasant precept or kind advice 
to which they would be likely to listen. And 
lit was s»n re»|iectcd and beloved.

This excellentfoaliit grew -up with him, end 
was strengthened from aliove Tlm>nghot|t the 
whole of life he was distinguished bv his conver­
sations. his writing, and his charities, and (he 
blessings of many hearts, and the favour of liea- 
veu was his reward.—Airs. Sigourney.

us Indoubt or conjecture on a matter so cs- I mess of heart, the Ministry, as an inetru-
sential to the purity and energy of the 
Church, the triumphs of Christianity, auri 
the salvation of the lost- These qualifica­
tions arc numerous and important ; but 
there is one so absolutely necessary, as with­
out it all others avail not, all others are vi­
tiated. That one, is the conversion of the 
soul, or the regeneration of the heart by the 
power of the Holy 'Spirit, sought for and 
obtained by evangelical repentance for sin, 
and saving or justifying faith in Christ. 
We hold, with all orthodox formularies, that 
a divine call is essential to the true Minis­
terial ctlaracier ; but we equally hold that 

such a call is not -given to a man who is 
yet in his sins, and in an unrenewed state 
of mind, though he were possessed of un­
bounded leaning, and could display the 
most thrilling eloquence. “ Unto the 
wicked God smith, what hast thou to do to 
declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest 
take my covenant in thy month?" (Ps. l. 
1C.) Sharp and terrible were the rebukes 
which God dealt out to the deceived and 
deceiving prophets of old. M I have not

imcnlnlity, is designed to lead sinners to the 
actual enjoyment of these blessings. For 
this purpose they require to be taught—oW 
stacles have to be removed—the way la 
Christ clearly pointed out—encouragements 
to he applied—and Christ himself as the 
Saviour, in all his fullness, in all his ability 
and willingness to save, exhibited. Hence 
Ministers are required to be competent or 
qualified to teach others these necessary 
things. But how can one, himself ignorant 
of salvation, as well as of the way to Chrirt, 
impart this instmetion, and load the souls of 
others to Christ for that salvation? Our 
Lord has -decided this question :—“ If tbo 
blind lead the blind, both sliall fall into the 
•ditch."

Two Little Boys’ Hate for Prayers.
At the late meeting of the American Board, 

Todd, of Pittsfield, related the followingDr.
iliviilcnt :

XVlien I was voting in the ministry, two little 
boys came ami 1 landed me a note, Mr. mg their

, . , grandmother was dead, and they desired the
he was a sort of champion, a leader aiming his prax era of the church. During the prayer there
companions, and had thus attained an unenvi­
able dignity. He rarely read the Bible, anil 
never but with a view to cavil. It was a settled 
point with him that the scriptures were not di­
vine ; and therefore lie treated tiw m with con­
tempt. His favourite authors were those who 
opposed revelation: with the arguments of others 
he did not trouble himself. Ut"course,lie never 
attended any plane of worship.

He was married, and had -one eliiM. a girl, 
whom he desired to train in his own principles, 
and carefully kept from all rt-ligious inllm-nce. 
lie was very fond of this child, and allowed her 
to have considerable influence over him. Her 
wishes were generally consulted : hr could not 
easily deny her. She got an idea that she should

was not a dry eye in the house. They went in­
to the Sabbath-.«chon!, and were soon hopefully 
converted. A young man, himself a young con­
vert, took up one of them a 
he is now

For want of just views on this subject, 
and keeping this necessary qualification vi­
vidly before the mind, -the Ministry has 
been considered by some in the light only of 
a “ Profession," and, regardless of the state 
•of the heart, and the call of God, youth 
-have been trained for its sacred duties, as a 
mere vecatwe, as others have been for the

sent these prophets, yet they ran : I have I courts of law, and the practice of medicine, 
not spoken to them, yet they prophesied."— j Thus an unconverted Ministry has been for

IS

| CorreepofNteo'.e must «ml Ihetr rom munirai inn* writ lea 
in i le-ciitft anti, tin L a* *l»r\ rtnitmn i hr n*ine* of

j nrw Mit.ei*nt»era, nr rem H murer, fret of pu*tner ; u»«l 
I rutiuai •»* eonJUrner, will» ikrtr ftr«.j»rr uamê* wnd

I
 The IMiiitr hold* not h*m«elt re«B< nail'lr .for the opinion* 

i*l rofrrwpistnlriiu — rtuiiio» ih« privilege til" m«-*lif>m* or 
rejecting uriiclee nfl'rrul lor put*lira>ton — aud cannot 

. . j piet'ie In mar 11 to return lho*e not ili-eri*].
like to go with some ot ht*r vontJMtnions to Sun- | V«*nni*Minrmtm*.t on l#wâin#ee, *n.l Itio*# Intended lor 
day-school, and mentioned it to lier father. He ' " »'« ............. ‘•mt.sti r 1 11- if prio’tiv.-iVle. l.e writ nil oil ililfrrem p-irta ol the afcevt,
Oyjei'teui but was firm, anti ■FIKTI’hIi’ii in j BO ilmi tt»*> nm> If# •r|*.»r*»ied when they renrh mb.
gaining a reluctant consent. To the Sabhalh-, i.-vmimminKioii.sii.l Bw».n*es.hauid b« «UilrsewU teilw 
school she went, nor was anv onr more regular j KUl“‘r* Hwln»», V s.
in attendance than she. Weeks rolled on, and , ""V""1** Mnrninf—Tsrw, T»« Phil
months, and things n-mained as usual, the vlnl.l ; ,d,.,ic._si,iti, ihr<. ecwcuch.
learning religion in a Methodist Sunday-school. Th. Ws.isv.n siim.irw, ot <k. k»v* Proiu —4 N»w 
the father an infidel. Providvm-e now interfer- j Hrun.eirh Ih.inri» ««■ ..ur v«.«u4 who w-li ssceiv. 

•ed : the wife, the mother, sickened and died.—
He wept, his heart hied, (for, though a Deist.lie 
had loved his wife most tenderly,) and he knew ,

■of no balm to heal his spirit. j
On the following Said at h after the funeral of" 

her mother, the child was at school, and her 
•teacher kindlv strove to impart to her such in­
structions and consolations as the mournful eir- ~~------------------
cumstance demanded. She bent her steps home-j ANAH ILY.
.ward, thinking of her mother, and greatly eon-1 

cerned about her eternal condition. Her little 1 AxettlALOVS is the position of an uncon- 
hnart beat with intense anxiety a- the thought vertl.,l Minister v.f the Gospel. Proper 
passed through her mind. “ 1 wonder if inv mo- 1 1
thcr is in heaven." In the evening of that day, qualification »s held to be indispensable for

“ I am against the prophets, saitk the Lord, 
that steal my words, every one from his 
neigliliour. Bdhold, I am against the pro­
phets, saith the Lord, that use their tongues, 
and say, lie saith.—Behold I am against 
them that prophesy false dreams, sailli the 
Lend, and do tell them, and cawec my pco- 

up one of them and educated him.and . p'.e to err by their lies, nnd by -their liglit- 
a missibuary in Northern India. j ni„ÿS . yet 1 aent them not, nor -eommatulvd

them : therefore they shall not profit this 
people at all, snith the Lord." (vid. Jer. 
xxili.) The alarm is sounded also by our 
Load in those startling words—“ Beware- 
of false prophets, which come to vou in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by 
their fruits." (Matt. vu. 1Ô, 111.) These 
statements indicate with certainty that the

8TAXDIKG REGILAT10.XS.

or tin ■ mid untkB rriuiHiincv*.

centuries obtruded upon the Church, inflict­
ing upon her tore parable evils, from which 
she has not yet fully recovered ; and hereby 
an anomaly has been perpetuated, alike re­
proachful to the Ministry ami injurious t» 
the C'lmroh and the world. Vnronvelied 
Ministers,—not the truly pious, and the cal­
led of God, though not in the line of an ima­
ginary and fabulous succession,—are the 
real intruders into the sacred office, tending 
to schiste and tWc scattering of Christ’* 
flock. When this positive and great evil 
shall have la-en removed, then, and not till 
then, may we reasonably expect the Church 
of the living God, in its various branches 
to correspond to the state, implied in the 
question—“ XVho is she that looketh forth 
as the rooming, fair as the moon, clear a* 
the sun, and terrible as a* army with ban­
ners ?"

THE WESLEYAN.
Halifax. Sfltnrday Sornieg, Drmnbrr 1». W!

abseaoe of a renewed heart disqualifies for 
the sacred office offre Ministry.

Much stress is laid in other parts of tl*
Sacred Volume on the necessity of external “ REVIVAL MEETINGS."
morality in the Minister of C'hri-t ; but thrw vr-,. ,it... ,. W*. perceive our eolemporarv, who hu
lliC HtUtO of liVRrt IR odimllV lHtli — I I n* -_ * ,4 ul,,a“.vr -had a fling at “ Protracted Meetings.” hs*

f“r ,k «" ftv. -Tl.o Clmrch in

blameless, as the steward of Gtal ” but nUn ! , -.. i iv •• ,. 1.1 .... ’ I Birmmghani, Invaded, “ kevival Meetings,
lioly, “ holding laitli, and a <-ood eon- * . , . .. .il,.,, r i -As to the to-st means ot accomplishing

-time»- lb me, as an instance, we ninv „ i , , •• , 4i . v good, or in M'lmt manner, or umlur whst cif*
cite the command of St. Paul vvlio lmd him- .lt'tir t .. 1, ■ i ’ cumstanevs, tlu-sc means should be eropfoy-
sell lir.tt obtumed merev before lie ,-ni. r . ,■ I “ ed, there mav be some diversity of opinion-
ed on Jit» iiKiustenal course, to Tinwhv bis I n , ,i..___................................ But that, m the time of s uketrann-

bii-^i pn •vipjio-e.s | ,K,sS and al^unding inkjuity. sonic #pcci*J

means should be employed by the 
and Members of the Church, to ri|
anu *•*’ ■*-
work of G"<1 to ML-vcrs, and to co 
souls of sinners, is generally adn| 
,l,ose who take a scriptural view o 
jecu and who are free from the si
invincible prejudice. All .that we 
lv contended for in our recent a 
this subject is conceded by the 
-die Church in Earnest." “Then! 
lie, “ another kind of special wrvi J 

for the purpose of conversion, mi 
sorted to with great advantage, if 
with propriety : I mean cmitinuoi] 
ing, carried on for several sueecs 
and accompanied by earnest pray 
part of the members of the Church 
a minister perceives that little j 
to result from his preaching, that 
not converted, and that professor 
warm and worldly, is there any th 
ry to sobriety of reason, to rév élai 

laws of propriety, or to the ment J 
of man, in’tletermining by a continl 
of services, sustained through th 
of s whole week, to keep religion 
minds of the people, and rouse the| 
ing attention to its high import ? 
consonant with the strictest decl 
the most refined spiritual sensibi: 
one minister, the pastor, may 
strength enough for such seyrtofl 
or more than one, may be called 
him. During all this while, m 
should ascend from the Church fc| 

blessing to come down upon e 
What can be objected to in such 
Who has ever tried it without a 
suit? What, in fact, were th< 
Whitefield and Wesley, yea, wh 
labours of apostles, but such cor 
vices as these ? It is said of 
FmL he disputed, or txs it signüj 

ter translation, discoursed, daily 
of Tyrannus."

Here then arc clearly, distincj 
phaticallv stated the rationale, 
lion, the reviving tendency, ami 
suits of “ Protracted Meetings.’" 

did the writer of these extracts 
'toe challenged objection to this 
demanded, if :hcrc were any tliiij 
trary to sobriety, to reason, tJ 
to the laws of propriety, or to 
economy of man” ? that there wd 
in this city an “ evangelical ad J 
would “witties-” against him, s 
the whole *• mechanical process 
tliese meetings,” ns “ unsound 
“ savouring of an attempt to 
agency of the Spirit,” as “ unv 
Scripture as well as by the wlij 
well accredited Revivals," “ w‘ 

Scripture or in the page of his 
of Revivals taking place, save l 
blessing attending the use of i 
means laid down in the Lib 
dangerous in their eonsequi 

calculated to operate u j Kin 
frame in ,-ueh a way.as to dvlitd 
>nto the notion that they have 
thorough and radical change o 
all that has been passed throe 
more than a few natural cm 
forth by external circumstance 

Now here we have the Pres 
VK-point h’..i:,k. opposed, not t 
an only,hut to the- Ile-v. John / 
of Winning!,am, England, who 
l-ituity, has bein .-nmmoned i 
our cotemp-.rary to bear in 
to0,,y ! How is this? XV,; « 
readers. Mr. .1 
against <

- own sou in the faith"-

l irnvs sîivs sonv 
1 extnnagiincf*’ an* 

iflvists that there sln.uhl be 
seat.” Here ..n is a eha:2156


