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such a training, we have the right to
advocate our views, and to act upon our
opinion at the polls, We form over 42
per cent. of the population of the
Dominion, and it would be a mockery to
crll ours a free or a constitutional Gov-
erpment if our liberties, or even our

reach anotber declsion, but this a tribunal
as purely civil as the bench of judges ;
and composed as it is of jndges whose
religious faith as well as whose moral
character are of every imsginable mould,
1t is & gneer commentary on the clalm of
the Caurch of Eagland to be the true

prejudicer, were entirely ignored, But
they sball not be, es long as our manly
assertion of them will aid us in their

Me, Meredith bas himself dlecovered
that he made & blunder, and thisis why
in Lis last letter he endeavors to make it
appenr that his advice to the Protestauts
was conditional on the cupposition that
Catkolles were “‘a compact misorlty dic-
toting ita terms as the price of 1ts sup
port” to elther polltical party.
not conditional,

It was
He sssumed that Cath-
olics were tekiog thls position, which 1s
false, aud bls advice to Protestants was

But Mr. Meredith strongly insists still
that it is the duty of the Archbishop to
denourcs the language of the Canadian

I'ceeman, This is the only point on which

7HE ARCHBISHOP OF KING
STON AND ME. W, R,
MEREDITH.
The last letter written by Mr. W. R

Meredith in his controversy with the Most
Azchbishop of
Kingston, was as futlle as any other of
and throughout the countro-
versy the former gentleman refused to
apologize for or retract the lmpudent
ascertion on which he based hla call upon
the Protestants to uuite sgaluet the com.

mon enemy, the Catholics of Oatarlo, g s
that | PEPer does nct require my permission

Reveread Dr. Cleary,

the serles,

Tost {mpudent  assertlon s
His Grace
ston was roapentible for a mewspaper
article which he bad never eeen; an
art:.cle which, though by no means a
pronunciamento of the Catholics of
Canada, was yet no more condemnable
than scores of arlicles which had pre-
wiously appeared in leading Protestant
journals in regard {0 union among Pro

testante, and recommendiog for Catho.
lics a policy very similar to that which
is still edvocated by Protestant divines
bave undertaken the herculean
tack of crushing out of the Dominion
erpecially Jcsuitism,
Was it not tor this purpcse that the

who
Homanisra and
seemingly formidable Equal Rights Con
vention was keld ia Toronto

House in June last ?

and Methodist Conferences, the Minister-
inl Associatiovs end Orange Jodges passed

reeolutions both in Oatario and (Quebec

to fores a certein policy on the Domia-
ton Government? And did not

Juaebeo Ministerial Assceiation expressiy
endeavor to influence the electors of

Sianstead to defeat lon. J, C. Colby,
because he had epaken fairly and favor-
ably of his French.Canadian fellow-cit1
cens ? Why bas Mr, Moredith not
denounced these pronuuciawentos ss
violently as he has done the casual
remark of oue Catbolic newspaper ?

Balit was not even for purposes of
aggress on that the Canadian Freeman
recommended union among Catholics
Qi was for the purpose of resistivg the
attacks which were threatened by those
who asked for union smong Prolestants
40 wrest from Catholics their dearest
vights. Yet, with Me, Meredith, the
whole anti.Catholic element in the Pro-
vines violently denounce the proposal as
dangerous to the peace and welfare of
the coramunity, though Catholics form
bul a small mirority, while they calil
upon Protestants, the vast mejority, to
uaiie againgt us in order to deprive us
af certzin rights which we now enjoy,
and which are really necessary for the
proper working of the separate scnool
system,

The fact i3, with Me, Meredith and his
associates, the crime of uvion is & crime
only when it is committed by Catholics
or defence, but it is & virtue if com
mitled by Equal Rightists and other

‘robestants whom he can lure into his
policy of aggression,

Mr, Meoredith knows well what His
¢ the Archbizhop has told him, that
there is no “solid compact” of Catholics
1o wring wrongful concessions from cne
varty or the other, There is no “solid
sompact” for eny politieal, or politico-
religious objoct whatsoever ; and yet if
Mr, Meredith’s party think proper to
wmako an onslaught which proposes to
destroy rights and liberies which we
walue wore than life itself, he need not
e suyprised if his course compel Oatho
lies generally to resist him, Catholics
are taxed equally with other citizens,
and why should they not, as well as
other cilizens, use their franchise in
lefence of their rights ! They will cer-
tainly do eo, in epite of Mr, Meredith’s
threats, Yet we say there is no founda-

on for the Mail’s ofi repeated falsehood,
which Mr, Meredith has adopted, that
4he (atholics of the country have their
wate for sale to bo knocked down to the
ighest bidder, We are as interested
as: Protestants are in the welfare of the
country, and if we feel convinced that it
y best for the conniry that the rising
geaevation ehall bavo the benefit of a
i aligiotts and moral training, and espec-
¢ally that our own children should bhave

the Archbishop of King-

tue former gentleman finds he has a loop.
hole for escape from the close quarters
within which His Grace has brought him ;
and all the press which barks with Mr,
Meredith ingists upon the same thing,
Why should the Archbithop denounce
the Canadian Freeman? lle has never
adopted it as his organ, and it stands
upon the prme footing as other papers in
the land, His Grace tells Mr, Meredith
that newepapers do vot agk his approval
before publishing what they think well
of, and that “what appears in a news.

to remain before the public, It may re-
main till docmsday i 1t awaits my per.

Church of Chrlst, that doctrinal declelons
are to be finally declded, not by the sud.
cessors of the Apostles, to whom Christ
gave the commission to teech bis doctrine
but by such civil judges as we hava indi.
cated, How this state of effalze 18 to be
reconclled with the words of Corlst,
“Runder to Civar the thirgs that are
Cwiar's, and to God the thirgy that are
God’,” we fall to eee,

A recond incopgralty lies In ths fact
that while the clvil power clafms and poe.
seescs tho enprems authority in euch
doctrinal matters, neverthelessit scknowl-
edges that in the presout fustance it has
abuegated its right, and leaves the matter
in the hands of fudlvidaal Bishops eo
eutirely that it really canuct lnterfore
without new legislatfon on tha subjset,
leglalation which 1s not likely to be ever
paseed through Parliament ; for the deci-
sion is, in the words of Baronm Pollock,
that “s5 lorg as the Dishop eesigned his
reasons In accordance with the Act, no
temporal Court bal any authority to wnter.
Jere”” 'Phisleaves it in the power of every
Bishop to kave, practically, a Church of
hls own In his diocese, with its own dls.
tinctive doctrines, This is the muddled
authority which hay been substituted for
the Supreme Court of the Catholic Churceh,
the See of Peter, which ls obeyed through.
out the world, What kind of unity,
elther 1o doctrine or diecipline, can ba ex.
pected on euch principles of Church

mission to remain, or the remotest inter-
ference on my part to modify, if not to
withdraw it, uniess perchance it be
directly antagonistic to faith or morals.”
The position of His Grace is unaseail
able, ard it is sustained by a most mas.

Opera
Was it vot for this
shattheAnglican and Presbyterian synode

terly argument, such that even those
who are unwilling to be convinced, on
reading it, would not be able to resist
the conviotion that he has demolished
the last ground on which his adversary
and his followera rested. The two prac-
tical cages, one legal, and the other
politieal, which Ilis Grace submits for
adjudication put in a clear light the im-
pregnable position in which he stands,
and the annihilation of Mr. Meredith,
If Mr. Meredith is not responsitle for
Mr, Sol White’s Annexation priceiples,
how can Archbishop Cleary, or tbe
whole Catholic body, be respoasible for
the advices given by the Freeman ?

the iz Graco deserves the unrcserved

thanks of the Catholics of Oatario, espec
ially for his last letter, 1! is a mas-
terpicce of reasoning and rhetoric,

THE REREDOS MUDDLLE,

Tke suit of the Caurch Aspociaticn

againet the Biechop of London, England,
to fores him to remove the new reredos
in 5¢t, Panul’s; on the ground that a ernci.
lix has been erected therein which has
been made two prominent aad large, has
advanced a stegs, The Bishop had re-
fused to consider the applicstion of the
Association to bring the matter to trial,
and a mandsmus was granted by the
Queen’s Bench ordering that a hearing
should be accorded, Thae court ot appesl
has now decided that the Bishop’s dis
cretion upen such questions is absolute,
provided he gave reasens for his decision,
which he did ; and consequently the
decision of the court of Queen’s Boench
has been reversed. The three judges,
Lord Esher and Lords Justices Findley
and Lopes agreed in the decision, An
appeal will probably be made to the
House of Lords, The principle upon
which the Bishop acted was a decision
which had already been made in the
Iixeter case that a historical incident
from the life of Carist may lawfully be
represented, and in fact the lawfuiness
of the representation of the Blessed
Virgin holding in her arms the infant
Jesus was the precise question which
was settled in the Izeter case, as it was
one of the representations objected to in
the present inetance. The other figure
objected to now was that of our Lord
upon the cross, and the objsctors stated
that both sculptures tend to encourage
ideas and devotions of a superstitious
kind,
Tne Bishop decided that both eculp-
tures are equaily lawful on the principle
above stated, and that though litigation
is sometimes necessary tosettle questions
of great importance, it would be useless
and hurtful in this vase, especislly as
both objections were fully met by the
Exetor decision,

From the whole proceedings somo in.
teresting points are deserving of atten-
tion, In the first place, we notice the
complete supremacy exerciced by the
civil courts over the doctrines of
the Church. It is acknowledged that
& doctrinal questlon fs here at stake,
slnce the objection was that supersti-
tious ideas and devotions are encouraged
by the sculptures, The judges are clvil
officlals, and the fact that now there are
four judges on the Blshop’s slde and only
two agaivst him settles the matter, It is
true that the Houte of Lirds may yet

authorlty ?

Lrstly : under such a reglme we ceace
to wonder at the opposition which wes
off:red by the Chuzch of Eagland in Moa-
treal to the erecilon of a statue of the
Bleseed Virgin ln the park. It was there
officlally declared by the authorities of the
Caurch, in nnison with the clergy of other
Protestant dencmlnations, that the ersc.
tlon of euch a statue would encourage
superstitious devotlon. The declslon in
the Bishop of London’s case {s that suchan
erectlon & not superstitious in Londen ;
but eince the supersiition ness of the mat.
ter s made to dwell so eantlrely on the
Bshop's plezsure, the surprise would be,
not that there shou'd be a different doc-
trine tanght In Moantreal, but that apy |
two disceses of the Church skould have
the same dcctrine on this or any other
subjict. We are not surpilsed, therefore,
that the teachings in Montreal and London
shonld Le {neonslatent with each other.
And yet Canallan Preshyteiianism, which
declazes all euch statues to be “monument
of idoletry,” favors some kind of a corpor.
ate unlon with the Caarch of Ergland,
which will sclemnly ratify both the use
and reprobatfon of theee “‘monuments,”
accordieg to Eplscopal whim,

Verily we can imagine we hear Jobn
Kuox groaning in Lis grave &t the con-
templation of impending sacrilege,

Thers is great rejoicing in the camp of
the Ritualists on account of the decision
of the court, and corresponding disap-
poiuntment amoung the Low Church party,
but as {ar as we can see there iz no great
reason for congratulation on the part of
the former, wherees it 18 merely ghown
that the matter is one completely under
the control of individuals, If Dr,
Temple’s sympathies had been ¢“LEyan-
gelical” the decision would have been
the other way, aud it would have bad
the eame forca, It is remarkable, too,
that his sympathies should tend towards
Ritualism, since shortly before his ncmi.
nation to the episcopate he was one of
those Anglican clergymen who created
such intense excitement by the publica-
tion of the “Essays and R :views,” whose
open Latitudinarianism, coming from
such a quarter, astounded the world,
Rituslism must be making great strides
when it has gained over as many ad-
herents even from the circle in which
Bishop Temple formerly moved, Not.
withstanding the vigorous opposition of
the evavgelicals, the tide of Ritualism,
it seems, is not to be blocked out with
dykes,

AccoRpING to Mr. Mercier the Qaebee
financesare in a proeperous conditlon, and
there 18 a surplus for the year 1888 59,
There was a surplus also the precedlog
year, As usual, the Mall takes the occa-
slon to plcture a prospect of ruln and
bankraptey to the Province, and tells the
peopla of Oatarlo oncemore that the peo-
ple of Qaebec are sure to make araid soon
on the Dominlon treasury. It declares
that the Catholics are hungering to be
supported by Protestant money, It need
scarcaly be uneasy on this polat, for it 1s
only from ths Protestant part of the pop.
uiation that the clamor comes to get
money from the Catholics for the educa-
tlon of thelrchildren In this Province, and
as far as Q1ebec {a concerned, that Pro-
vince s not demandlog any Dominion
money or aid, It s managlng its own
affairs, and Ontarlo would do well to
attend to ils own business aleo, Since
the Mall’s lugubrious pregoosticatiors
began, the only attempt made upon the
Domirion for better terms has come from

THE EFFICIENCY OF CATHO-
LIC SCHOOLS,

Togersoll sffords us another proof,
which we are happy to recoid of the effi
clency of ths separate schools of the Pro-
vines, At the late high school entrauce
examinations a separate echool pupil,
Theresa Comiskey, ga'nad the bighest
number of polnts awarded to any pupil
of the town, viz,, 440, The seccond place
wae galned by a public scheol pupll, A,
Toul, 431, apd the thlrd was attained
equally by onea public echool and one
separate echool pupil, 424 polnts each,
There were ten puplla of the Irgareoll
public schools suceeseful at this examiua
tion and two separate echool puplls ; bat
as the Catholle population is less than 13
per cent. of the population of the town, &
decided vietory must be scored In favor
of the Catholle School, which had 163 per
ceat, in the numbsr of puplls passed.
Judged by the pcints galned, the success
of the Catbolle echools s still greater,
reachlrg nearly 22! per cent. 'Tae
sumber of poiuts ecored by tha 10 sue-
cessful public school pupils was 3561, and
by thote of the separate echool 864,
Sister Ambroela is the teacher to whom
this result s maioly due,

We last week recorded a slmilar success
schleved by the separate echool in Goder.
ich, from which four pupils passed the
examination succeesfully, one of these
also obtalulpg the highest number of
marks of any pupll of the town and
neighborlog towaships, We would be
happy to heer of the results of these com-
petitive examications In different parts
of the Frovince, especlally while the
enemles of Cathollc education are boasting
g0 loudly of the undeniable superlority of
the publlic echools; and In every case
sufliclent data should be furvished to en-
able us to institute a comparleon,

A few days ago the Mail annsunced
with e great flourish that the pubiicscheols
of Kingeton bad ehown a marked euperl-
ority over the separate schools, the former
pesslng fifty-two caudldates, whereas the
latter had only succeeded in passing one,
The truth is that in the separate schools ¢f
that elty the higher banches of forms five
and eix are taught, s> that it very rarely
cccura that the puplls present themsslves
al all to eompete at the entrance examina.
tlon, aud even when they do they go on
thelr cwn responribility,as they have thelr
own promotion examinations, and the
Brothers have no reason {o prepare their
puplls for the entrance examination,
When the boys do present themselves, it
is usually merely to ascertaln in lsolated
cases their individual preficlency, and In
nearly all cases, when they pass, they re-
turn to the Brothare’ echools to continue
their courss, There was, therefore, no
competltion between the public and separ.
ato schools on thia occasion, and there were
no data for a comparison of thelr efli-
cieacy, Withita ususl uafalroess the Mail
represents that the reason why Catholic
puplls do not compate iz that the sshools
use {uferfer books. There 1s no founda-
tlon for this statement,

Wahsve had freqnuent oceasion to record
local successes zchieved by the eaparate
sshools ; but we have vot data for any
general comparison. Weobject, however,
to a comparison founded upon & case like
that of Kingston where there was no com-
petitlon whatscever.

Wao cannot close cur remarks on this
subject withou! referring to some other
matters having a close connection with
it. A recent number of the Daily News
also makes allusion to the supposed
inferiority of separate schools, as if it
were a certain fact, We have before
now shown from the educational returns
of the Province that as far as the figures
g0, the separate schools manifest super-
iority in almost every respect;: We will
not hore reproduce those figures, but we
will state that it shouid bs the aim of
our Protestant fellow -citizans to encour.
age us to make them eflicient, instead
of endeavoring to throw obstacles in our
way, a8 is the purpose of Mr, Meredith
and the pretended Fqual Rights faction.
But what ghould we tbink of Qatholics
who would endeavor to impair their
efficiency by persuading other Catholica
to withdraw support from them and to
transfer it to the public schoole? It is
needless for us to say that we cacnot
find words strong enough to express the
baseness of such maliguity, if it existed.
The laws already highly favor the public
schools, and “our friends the enemy”
are clamoring for additional enactments

which will enable them to fileh
from unwary Catholics every half
dollar which they can by aay
dishonest contrivance divert from

its proper channel, the education of their
own children, so that it may be applied
to that of their Protestant neighbors’ chil.
dren, This is meau enough in all con.
science, but for Catholics to help them
in this work, would be not only dishonest,
but also despicably traitorous, We can.
not recall to mind without commisera
tion the intemsity of King James the
Second’s agony when he exclaimed, on
the occasion of his second daughter’s
flight to ride armed at the head of a body
of cavalry, which was marching to de.
throne him: “God help me! my own
children desert me ;" but the Princess

a Protestant Province, .

Anne had at least joined the eide of

William IIL because she favored the Pro-
teatant cause, in which both her sister
and husband were enlisted and perbaps
through conscientious motives,

The Catholics to whom we have re-
ferrad above would have no such excuse
as this,

We speak thus strongly of what is but
a hypothetical case, yet we have kuown
individusals who have acted, thus busely ;
and the News of the Gth inst, stated it
as an aimoet certain fact that owing to
the disappointment of Mr, D P, Cahill,
bécause the Toronto school elections
did not result as he desired, he intends at
once to begin the seme work through
the medium of the City Cleik's cflice,
Mr, Cahill in & later issue of the same
paper denies entirely that he had sny
such intention, givivg the following rea.
gons:

“Such a course would be suicidal. It
would be faisl to the best interests of
our separate schoo! system. [t would
enable the reactionary elemnent at pre-
gent in power to eay, w.th truth, what
they bave a!l along asseried falsely, that
the end we have in view is the abolition
of separate echools, ete.”

We are well aware that the ¢fforts of
any one who would attempt such a move-
ment would be dieastrous, but we firmly
believe that the diesster would recoil
upon himself, and could not fall upon the
separate schools, The Oatholic people are
loyal to Catholicschools, and could not be
induced toendeavor to make them inefli.
cient, Thoss who would make such an
attempt, as the News atiributed to Mr,
Cshill, would therefore fail miserably,
acd would succeed only in making them-
selves ridiculoue, as well as provieg
themselves traitors, and  bricgicg
upon themselves the deserved ec ra
of their co-religioniste,

We cannot conceive that any Protest.
ant would lead himself to a similar effort
to desiroy Piotestani schools as such,
even if the law made it possible for him
to doso, We sheould blush to find that
any Citholic were eo lost to shame as to
follow such a course, and we are pleased
to find that the intention was wrongly
attributed to Mr. Oahill,

M=+, Cahill takes occasion in his letter
to the News to lay down a platform
which the advocates of ballot in Toronto
propose to carry out, We may here.
after refer to some of these points,

MEDIEVALISM IN QUEBEC,

The uzual and constant cry of the
fanatics in Oatario is that the French in
Quebec are behind the sge, The To-
rento Mail especially is forover and ua-
ceasingly writing them dawn ae suck in
med wvalism, By this 1t means that the
French-Canadians are at least four hua-
dred years behind ihe times, and that
they are irretrievably sunk in the dark-
ness of the middle ages, Of course, with
a little daylight thrown upon the pages
of history, it would be found that what
Protestants are pleased to designate as
the “dark ages” were what true his-
torians call the “Ages of Fzith'—that is,
the ages of true light, which enlightens
every man that cometh into this world.
Thete were the sges that saw the
foundation and completion of all the
great universities, Taoe celebrated, and,
for extensive learring and piety, famed
Colleges of Padua, of Cordeva, of Sala-
manca, Paris and Ozford, and many
others, were all founded and endowed
acd made famous during those ages,
All the grand cathedrale of Europe were
built in those ages, and such was the
knowledge of architectuaral science and
of artistic beauty and ol mural solidity
in those great ages that the structures
then erected still stand erect in all their
solidity and freshness of art decorative—
that no such edifices can now be erected
because there is neither science, ncr
gerius, nor poetry, nor statuary, nor
painting, nor harmony, to be found
in our age of dollars, and surface, and
humbug, that may for a moment stand
comparison with the glories that hal.
lowed and made memorable the nsmes
and the memory of the men of faith and
self denial who lived in the ages of faith,
or, what Protestants seem to delight in
calling, the dwr/: ages, or, again, med ' 7al-
ism, The French.Canadians, fortun-
ately for themselves and for civiliza-
tion, have preserved the grand old
simple faith of their illustrious and
sainted ancestors, They love their
Church ; respect and revere the priests
of God who minister to them; they
keep Lont and Advent; honor the
Mother of God and pray to her;
tell thelr daughters to Imitate her
angalic virtues ; they abhor dlvorce, cheat.
ing, lylng and every other villalny of
modern times, and therefore they are
classed as clerlcalists and as sunk in
medimvalism. It would be well for soci-
ety if tho readers and supporters of the
Meil were but trained as the French.Can-
adlang, to honor God by thelr deeds more
than by thelr words, to call His Mother
blezsed, to honor the ealats and walk in
thelr footstops, There certalnly would
exlsi as a natural result more charlty and
less pride and bombsst ; there would be
more toleration and less fanaticiem ;
more lave of truth and lees stolid ignor-
ance. Another resuit would flow from
it: they would bo less easily imposed

ioa by every mountetank and every

rapter who comes the wa) and better
able to resist such frantic sfveals to pre.
judice and passion a8 are yade week
after week and day after d& by such
unscrupulous sheets as the Mail and
cognate firebrands of the press.

To proof of the unredeemable #ate of
medimvaliem to which the Catholes in
the sister Provipce are reduced we ihall
make a few quotations from the Lisu.
tenant-Governor’s epeech addressed en
Tuesday, January 7ib, to the Quobec
Legislature :

Houorable gentlemen of the Legisla.
tive Cruncil—Gentiemen of toe Logis.
lative Assembly—I extend to you a cor-
dial welcowae to theso legislative halls in
which you are to discuss matters of the
highest interest to this country, and
tender to vou &t the commencement of
the New Year my best wishes for your
heppiness and for the happiness and
prosperity of your familiea and of ail
the people of this Provinca whom
you represent. , . . . » My Gov.
ernment  consider it wise  and
necessary to encourege night echools, and
you will be nsked to vote & epeclal grant
for that purpote for the cities of Montreal
and Quebec,

2 ‘I'ne neceseity of improving the roads
in the country bas induced my Govern-
meunt to further encourage the stonlng of
our public roads sud you will be asked to
vote an appropriation for that purpose as
an experiment,

To these two items oi iL> Lieutenant.
Governocr’s speech we will corfine our
remarks, 1)ses it look like living In the
“Dark Ages'" to make leglslative provision
for night schools? How mary young
men ere there who eiiher had no oppor-
tunity when children of being edveated,
or who, havlog opportunities, neglected
them, and now see the mistake they made
and tell us what they would do 1fthay but
got the chance? Taey are now learn.
ing a trade or are employed every hour
of the day, Tae nigat echool is their
only remedy—-their only means of ever
rising above the common level of the
ploddiog journeyman,  This remedy
Mr. Mercier’s med '« val Govercment has
provided for them, at least in the cities
a3 en experirsent, Oace the right
schools are an established success they
shall be introduced into every town and
village, Does thia kind of legisla.
tion lock very much like keeping people
in the dark? What has been done
in this connection by the Oatario Legia.
lature ! Has any such move been ever
made ? Which of the two Provinces de-
aerves being classed with the dark ages?

Macadamisivg or stoning the public
highwaye, and thus doing away with the
toll gate and turnpike nuisance, is a
etep in advance of Oantario's legislation,
Our enlightened government leaves it to
the township or county councils to buy
up the charters of rcad companies thero
is no other mode of redrees. Tae road
companiee, no matier how unpopular or
how the people exclaim against them,
hold on to their privilege of chargiog
heavy tells, These privileges or char-
tered rights the township councils are
not able and the county councils are un-
willing o purchasa, 85 that it does not
seem posaible that for another century
tko people of Oatario shall be able to
shake oft this incubus of med wvaliem ?
Ia all the flat lands and, clay soils the
roads in Ontario are execrable., In the
county of Essex, for instance, and in
several portiors of the neighboring
county of Kent, the public roads are well
nigh impassible, and perfectly useless.
The old colonial system of statute labor
is still in vogue all through this Pro.
vince, livery one acquainted with
country life and manners must acknowl-
edgo that it is as irksome as it is uneuc-
cessful, and that for all the labor ex-
pended on these roads by the vicinal
farmers very little is saccomplished
beyond rendering them passable at cer-
tain seasons of the year. In Great Bri-
tain and Ireland a slight tax is imposed ;
itis called the county cess, and loft in
the hands of the County Treasurer,
With this sun: all the highways are kept
in the highest state of repair, contracts
are let and a County Inspector or his
agents must {ravel over every inch
of the road twice a year and cer-
tify to the fulfiiment of each
and every piece of road work con-
tracted for, Tae same enlightened and
satisfactory system is now being adopted
in the Province of Quebec, Toll gates
and turnpikes are abolished, and the
public roads are to bs kept in perfect
order by legislative enactments and pro-
visions that are not not even dreamt of
or, if considered, dare not be attempted
in Ontario, But all that we may write
or say on the subjact shall have no
weight with the Mail and the fanatics,
Goldwin Smith, and the other prominent
leaders of Protestant thought who still
continue to hound down the French-
Cenadians as being sunk in barbarism,
sutject to priestly control and away
belind the age in every modern im-
provement. Their improvements in
school and public highway legislation
are far in advance of anything yet con.
templated in this enlightened Province,

Never in history was a fairer test
given of the difterence between Protes.
tant and Catholic legislation than may
be witnessed henceforth as enacted ir
Toronto and Quebec. Catholic irfl~
ence and leadership will have full #l=
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trol under the able and conscientious
management of Honore Mercier, who is
& true son of the Church, And we have
no hesitation in predicting that under
him the charge of med wvalism made
againet Quebec Province will fall to the
ground or rather fall back with full jos.
tico and merit on the bkeads of the
filizabethan brawlers and Cromwellian
Gospellers, who would rerew the penal
code, and set back for nuother century
enlightened civilization ia the Provioce
of Oatario,

N UNREASONING CRITIC,

Tue Montreal Witnegs, in which Mr,
Joly’s lotter on the Jeeuits’ Estates Act
appeared, has & mad article condemna.
tory of the boaorable gentleman's views,
It soys that the Act “rehabilitates a foe
of all governments,” FP.. (uis is pre.
cisely the light in which a really Catho
lic nation will not regird the Jeeuits, It
was not to be expected, therefore, that
the Lower Cunadisn Legislature would
do &0, even though an immoral king of
France took revenge on them by haviog
them expelled the ccuntry because they
rebuked bkis immoralities, and though
Iater an icfidel Republican government
represented them as plotters, because
they are zealous for the Catholic religion.

The Witness aleo reiterates that the
importation of the Pope’s name into the
Act acknowledges in the Pope an author.
ity which be cughtnot to have. Mr Joly's
letter srewers this obj ction admirably ;
and in fact there is no proof advanced
by the Witnesslagainet Mr. Joly’e reason
ing further than a mere contrediction:
“You say yes, but we say no.” Thisis
not an apewer to an able srgument,

Agnin the Witness repeats the cflete
objection that the Jesuits will meke
new demands upon the Province, This
iz also eatisfactorily set at rest by Mr
Joly, The Witnees evidently could not
answer the ex-Premier,

i TREASON.

The Toronto Mail has beon accused of
high treason by the Toronto Lmpire
and the Globe. “We have now,” says
the Empire, “a startling dieclosure of
tho recent ctlorts of the Mail to aid in
a treasonable conspiracy, Faets of the
gravest importance have been disclosed
as showing the traitorous ailiance of our
domestic enemies with the foreign
coveters of our land.” Toe faciaars that
the chief editor of the Mail, Mr Farrar,
nas bheen on a prolonged vizil to Wast
ington on a epecix]l mission, interview-
ing Mr, Blsine 1 rpending a large
portion of his time with Mr, Hoar, dis-
closing to him the weak points of

of feeling emong Canadians about annex
ation with the United States, The
Mail denies the imputaiior, declaring
that some of its staft editors merely
went to Washiogton on a holiday excur.
8i0r.

The To onto (ilobe’s correspondent,
however, unearths much of the mischief
done by Mr, Farrar to Canadian interests
during his scjourn at Washington, “A
mora cutregeous plot,” it eays, “to
prevent an amiceble settlement between
tie two countries, to mar the favorable
proepects of reciprocity and to further
annexation schemes, cannot ba con
ceived.” We had proofs enough before
to-day of tue Toronto Mail's treachery
to Canadian interests and prosperiiy,
Its incessant eftorta to stir up civil and
religious warfare in Ontario—its attempt
at discrediting the Province of Qiebec
—its labored efforts to incite peace
ful  citizens to distrust  each
other, to encourage fanaticiem and
hatred of the Catholic Church—
its colummns ever open to the most un-
just and most infamous personal attacks
on the sacred persons of our revered
archbishops and bishops—all this is well
known to a disgusted public, both Cath.
olic and Protestant, The friends ot
order, of peace, and of harmonious re
lations between fellow.men—the friends
of progress and true civilization, could
at all times see through the hollowness
and the unreliability of the Mail’s pro-
feesions of loyaity and liberality of views
—but after the startling disclosures
which have come to light about its secret
plottings against its country’s interests
and very life, the entire Canadian pub-
lic must acknowledgo their simplicity
in having 8o long allowed themselves
to be duped and befooled by the blatant
semi-savage leading articies that have
appeared in the Toronto Mail for the
last three years.

The discovery of the Toronto Mail's
plotting in Washington must have one
good result at least: That of enligaten
ing the ignorant masses as to its sincer-
ity in its fierce onslaughts upon the
Jesuits and Ultramontanism, This anti-
QOatholic crusade was merely intended to
throw dust in the eyes of the people,
while preparing the way for discontent,
civil strife and the disruption of our
Canadian autonomy and self government.
Fortunately the discovery was made in
ime to arrest all the evils it intended,
%he country must breathe more freely
axd simulated bigotry receive its quietua.
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