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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Apostolic Delegation.
Ottawa, June 13th, 190§

Mr. Thomas Coﬂeg b
My Dear Sir.—Since coming to Canada 1 have
been a reader of your paper. | havenoted with satis-
faction that it is directed with intelligence and
ability, and, above all, that it is imbued with a strong
Catholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic
rinciples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-
gsand authority of the Church, at the same time
romoting the best interests of the country. Follow-
ng these linesit has done a great deal of good for
the welfare of religion and country, and it will do
more and more, as its wholesome influence reaches
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnestl y recom-
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on
your work, and best wishes for its continued success.

Yours very sincerely in Christ,
DoxaTus, Archbishop of F.{\hesus.

Apostolic Delegate

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA.
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900,
Mr. Thomas Coffey
Dear Sir: Forsome time past] have read your
estimable paper, the CATHOLIC RECORD, and congra-
tulate you upon the manner in which it is published.
Its matter and form are both good ; and a trul
Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, wit
leasure, | can recommend it to the faithtul. Bless-
ﬂl‘ you and wishing you success, believe me to re-
main. X
Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ,
+D. FarLcon10, Arch. of Larissa,
Apos. Deleg.

LoNDON, SATURDAY, MAR H 2, 1912

MODERN SEARCH FOR TRUTH
AND THE*“ TIMiD IGNORANCE"
OF THE DARK AGES

Theodore Roosevelt, in the Ouatlook,
under the title * The Search for Truth
in a Reverent Spirit,” reviews abouv a
dozen recent books, among which is
% Thoughts of a Catholic anatomist,” by
the late Professor Thomas Dwight, M.
D. Mr. Roosevelt is 8 man singularly
free from vuigar bigotry, so we may take
his views as the unconscious bias due to
the acceptance of the general view of
the middle ages. That Dr. Dwight has
given him something to think about is
evident from the fact that fully halt his
space is devoted to the Catholie ana-
tomist's thoughts.

“Dr, Dwight’s book is very largely a
protest against the materialistic phil-
osophy which has produced such con-
ceptions of life, and against these con-
ceptions of life themselves.”

“There is much that is true in the
assanlt he makes ; but in his zesl to
show where the leaders of the modern
sdvance have been guilty of shorteom-
ings, he tends to assume positions which
would put an instant stop to any honest
effort to advance at all, and would
plunge us back into the cringing and
timid ignorance of the Dark Ages.”

The reviewer thinks Dr. Dwight is
“less than jast to Darwin” and holds
that it is due to the triumph of such
seekers after truth that makes possible
for such bocks as Dr. Dwight's to be
published with the approval of the or-
thodox thought of the Church to which
the writer belongs.

“A half-century ago no recognized
authorities of any Church would have
treated an evolutionist as an orthodox
man. A century ago Dr. Dwight would
not have been permitted to print his
book as orthodox even if it contained
the statement that the earth goes round
the sun., ln the days of Leonardo da
Vinei, popular opinion sustsined the
Church authorities in their refasal to
allow that extraordinary man to dissect
dead bodies, and the use of anti-toxin
would unquestionably have been con-
sidered a very dangerous heresy from all
standpoints. In their generations
Copernicus and Galileo were held as
dangerous opponents of orthodoxy just
as Darwin was held when he brought
out his “Origin of Species,” just as
Mendel's work would have been held if
Darwin's far greater work had not dis-
tracted attention from him.”

This pretty fairly represents the aver-
sge man’s view of modern search for trath
as compared with the *clerical absolut-
ism” and “theological tyranny and super-
stition ” ( to quote again Mr. Roosevelt)
of the ages of faith.

Now let us glance at the facts con
ceded by modern scholars.

Darwin's one scientific principle,
“ natural selection,” is unanimously dis-
carded by scientists. Prof. Loeb, of the
University of Oalifornis, certsinly not
biassed in our favor, said in an article
published in Science, Dec. 1904 :

“Jt seems to me that the work of
Mendel and De Vories and their sue-
cessors .marks the beginning of the real
theory of heredity and evolution.”

Prof. Bateton, of Cambridge Univers-
ity, in “Mendel’s Principles of Hered-
ity,” writes :

“Had Mendel's work. come into the
hands of Darwin it is not too much to
say that the history of the development
of evolutionary philosophy would have
been very different from that which we
have witnessed.”

Darwinism as a scientific doctrine is
dead, and it is interesting to note that
the new impetus and new tendency given
to the investigation of the facts on
which evolution is based was given by
a Oatholic priest, Father Mendel, an
Austrisn monk. But Mr. Roosevelt
tells us Mendel would have been con-
pidered unorthodox “if Darwin’s far
greater work had not distracted atten-
tion from him!” It is true that Darwin’s

superficial work distrscted attention for
many years from the solidly sclentific
work of Father Mendel, but Men@el has
new come to his own, and Darwin is &
sclentific suthority only amoogst the
unscientific.

“ A century ago,” the ex-president
tells us, * one could not print as ortho-
dox s book containing the statement
%bat the earth goes round the sun.”
Nearly four hundred years ago Nicholas
Cusa maintained that heliocentric sys-
tem at the Council of Basel, side by side
with his friend Oardinal Oesarini. He
was summoned to Rome and Nicholas
V. gave him the Cardinal's hat, and
made him a bishop! * Theological
tyraony and superstition ” vot a hun-
dred years ago,+but back in the Dark
Ages. Copernicus’ work was dedicated
to the Pope.

With regard to the fable of ecclesias-
tical prohibition of dissection of dead
bodies, Catholics should read Prof.
Walsh’s * Popes and Science,” a work
called forth by a controversy between
the author and President Andrew D.
White, who made similar statements
in his book *“ The Warfare of
Science and Theology in Christendom.”
This work of Prof. Walsh, through the
influence of the Knights of Colambus,
has been brought out in a very cheap
edition ; every Oatholic should have a
copy and read it. Much of the loose un-
scholarly talk of modern freedom in pur-
suit of truth as contrasted with the
theological gbsolutism of Catholic ages,
is here met by Dr. Walsh with facts of
history and documentary evidence.

Mr. Roosevelt concedes that Dr.
Dwight is right when he quotes Roger
Bacon to the dogmatists of modern
science: “The first essential for advance-
went in knowledge is for men to be
willing to say, ‘We do not know.
The modern agnostic, whose very name
means “we do not know,” paradoxi-
cally assumes, to know everything
knowable and a féw other things also.
And our reviewer gives us a fair sample
of this feeling of »mniscient superiority
when he adds to his list of distorted
facts of history the gratuitous state-
ment, “Anti-toxin would undoubtedly
have been considered a very dangerous
heresy from all standpoints.”

“He, Dr. Dwight, grudgingly admits
evolution,” says the learned Colonel.
Yes, he admits proved scientific facts,
and denies the fantastic theories that go
far and away beyoud sny ascertained
facts of science.

“The most significant feature of the
book is th advance it marks in the dis-
tance which orthodoxy has travelled
Fifey years ago no recognized author-
itier of any church would ;ave treated
an evolutionist as an orthodox man.”

Of course “evolutionist” is one of
those elastic terms that may mean any-
thing; but here is something written
pot filty years ago, but six hundred
years ago, and quoting Si. Augustine,
who wrote one thousand five hundred
years ago:

St. Thomas Aquinas, the greatest
theological doctor, thus speaks of evolu-
tion:

€. 69, art 2—"*Augustine says that
this is said to have brought forth herbs
and trees, inasmuch as it received the
power of brioginz them forth. Hence
on the third day they were not actu-
ally bronght forth but only causally.

Q. 70, art. 1—“But Awugustine says
that on the fifth day the nature of the
waters brought forth fishes and birds
potentially ™

Q. 72. art 1—*“According to Augus-
tine the terrestrial animals were
brought forth potentially”

Q 73, art. 1. 3m —“Nothing entirely
new has been subsequently made by
God, which has not had some sort of
beginning in the works of the Hexa-
meron. For some things existed mater-
ially and some causally. Thus the in-
dividuals now generated had a begin-
ning in the first individuals of their
species. And if new species arise, they
bad a beginning in certain active prin-
ciples.” .

For fifteen hundred years this fore-
cast of the origin of species has held its
ground and never once has it been con-
demned as unorthodox by “theological
tyranny” or “clerical absolutism.g

THE ANGLICAN
AND
RIAGES

In the discussion of the recent mar-
riage law of the Church, the term “ clan-
destine " is frequently used, and almost
invariably in & wrong sense. This might
be excusable in certain cases ; but when
a body of educated men pretend to treat
learnedly of such a subject and take the
responsibility of stirring up religious
prejudices, is it too much to expeoty
them to inform themselves as to the
meaning of the terms used in the legis-
lation they condemn ?

Webster's Dictionary defines * clan-
destine” as conducted with secrecy ;
withdrawn from public notice, usually
for an evil purpose ; kept secret ; hid-
den ; private ; uanderhand ; as, a clan-
destine marriage.

This is not at all the meaning of the
term in Canon Law which like all other
kinds of law has its technical terms with
well-known and clearly defined mean-
ings. A marrisge may be as public as
it is possible to make it, may be an-
nounced in the press beforehand, its
celebration witbessed by thousands and
yet be canonically a clandestine marri-
age. Every marriage is a clandestine

MEMORANDUM
COLANDESTINE MAR-

marriage unless contracted before the
parish priest of the parties (or one of
them ), the ordinary of the place or be-
fore a priest delegated by either of these
snd two witnesses. A marriage before &
duly suthorized priest and two wit-
nesses isi not a clandestine marriage,
even though the fac: of the marriage be
kept secret from all the friends and ac-
quaintances of the contracting parties,
This Is the plain and clearly defined
meaning of the term clandestine when
used by the Church in her marriage
laws,

The Anglican memorandum on the
Ne Temere decree says:

“(The Benediotine) decree declared
mixed or clandestine marriages to be

valid even when the witness thereto is
a Protestant minister.”

It would be interesting to know just
what meaning these learned specialists,
who have undertaken thé task of en-
lightening the country, attach to “clan-
destine” in the foregoing sentence.

But when they come to the elucida-
tion of the Benedictine Decree and its
bearing on the present situation these
blind gaides fl)under hopelessly in the
diteh. That their unscholarly treat-
ment of the question is due to crass
ignorauce is evident from a quotation
on another page from Father Gounthier's
commentary on the Benedictine De-
claration.

To understand this question it is only

y tor ber that the decree
Tametsi of the Council of Trent enacted
that a marriage to be valid must be con-
tracted before the parish priest or some
other priest delegated by him and in the
presence of two or three witnesses. All
other marriages were clandestine mar-
riages and therefore invalid. But the
Tametsi decree, unlike the Ne Temere,
had to be published in each parish and
had no force except in those places in
which it had  been promulgated. Tn
many parts of the world it was never in
force. Benedict XIV. izsued his famous
decree or declaration with regard to the
marriages of Protestants in Holland and
Belgium, declaring that such marriages
in these countries were not governed by
the Tametsi decree of the Council of
Trect, and hence, though clandestine,
were valid. He declared further that
clandestine mixed marriages were also
valid in those places where clandestine
marrisges of Protestauts among them-
selves were valid. Though this decree
or declaration referred only to Holland
and Belgium it gradually extended to
many parts of the world under the name
of the Benedictine dispensation or the
Benedictine privilege, So that generally
speaking clandestine mixed marriages
were valid even where the Tametsi de-
cree had been promulgated. That is to
say, that the marriage of a Protestant
and a Catholic was valid even if cop-
tracted before a Protestant minister
Justice of the Peace, or in any other
way provided by the civil laws.

Now hear the grave and reverend
authors of the memorandum :

“ In 1741, Pope Benedict XIV. isgued
the Benedictine Decree, which, acecord-

ing to its terms, affected only Roman
Catholies.”

¢ This decree was not intended to and
did not affect the marriages of Protest-
ants.”

Could crass ignorance gB farther ?
The Benedictine Decree related exclus-
ively to Protestant marriages, and as a
consequence to mixed marriages; but
did not affect tlie marriages of Catholics
amongst themselves in the remotest
manner. r

The Benedictine dispensation extend-
ed to Canada after the English occupa-
tion and hence sll clandestine mixed
marriages contracted before April 18th,
1908, are valid in Canon Law as well as
in Civil Law.

The Ne Temere Decree abrogates this
privilege, and elandestine mixed mar-
riages, though valid civilly are no longer
recognized by the Church as valid sac-
ramental marriages.

It would be necessary to understand
what hazy misconception of the Bene-
dictine dispensation the Anglican com-
mittee had to follow their tortuous reas-
oning thereon.

Another ludicrous mistake of these
gentlemen “is the interpretation of the
following clause of the Ne Temere De-
oree:

“The same laws are binding also on
the same Catholics as above, if they con-
tract betrothal or marriage with non
Catholies, baptized or unbdaptized, even
after a dispensation has been obtained
from the impediment mixtae rellginnln
or disparitatis cultus; unless the Holy
See decree otherwise for some pariicular
place or region.”

The meaning is very plain; mixed mar-
riages henceforth must be entered into
before the parish priest of the Catholic
party except in those places or regions
which the Holy See may exempt from
this clause of the decree. By a later
decree, Provida, the Holy See exempted
Germany from the new legislation in so
far as mixed marriages were concerned.
A like dispensation has been granted to
Hungarians marrying within the boun-
daries of Hungary, snd some minor
places; also all Catholics of the Eastern
rites in union with the Holy See are ex-
empt frofn the law.

The compilers of the memorandum in-
terpret the words “unless the Holy See
decree otherwise for some particular
place or region,” according to' their own

misty conception of canon law, and their
still mistier understanding of the Bene-
dictine deoree, and triumphantly con-
clade, * therefore the Ne Temere Deoree
does not aflect Canads, and the old
marriege law continues.”

Agsin we read : X

‘It was equally a ‘sacrament’ where
the marriage took place before a eivil
Magistrate.”

Yes, those clandestine marrisges that
were valid were sacramentsl marriages.
If our Anglican canonists took the
trouble to learn the Oatholic teaching
with regard to marriage they would
have avoided the cheap sarcasm of put-
ting * sacrament " in inverted commas.
The Charch holds that the ministers of
the sacrament of matrimony sre the
contracting parties themselves, And
the very decree they are so learnedly
discussing provides that in case a duly
accredited priest cannot be reached
inside of & month, * marriage may be val-
idly snd licitly entered upon by the
formal declaration of t made by
the sp. in the p of two wit-
nesses.” -

What do intelligent Anglicans think
of this memorandum issued in their
name, bearipg in its every page evi-
dence of ignorant misconception of al-
most every phase of the question that
it pretends to treat in a scholarly and
exhaustive manner ?

THE OLD STORY

Of all the preachers of the sects we
think the Baptist is the least entitled to
the claim of profound learaing. ©ae of
them in Datroit, by name Rev. T. W,
Young, condemns the use of the crucifix
by the Roman Oatholic Church. * By its
practices,” he adds, * the Roman Church
has constantly ignored the command-
ment which says, * Thou shalt not make
unto Thee any graven image nor bow
down and worship it.’” We hasten to
assure the reverend gentieman that
Catholios do not do this. If he desires
to become informed as to the use the
Catholics make of the crucifix he should
step into a Public Library and consult
the Catholic Encyclopeais, after which
he would be in a different frame of mind.
We pity the congregation that takes its
instraction and inspiration from such
ill-educated spiritual guides as the Rev.
T. W. Young. We should like to enter
into an explanation of this matter for his
benefit were it not that life is too short
and more important matters claim a
space in our colamns.

Meantime let us remind him that he
takes rank with the inoconsistent class.
While he is opposed to Catholics making
use of the cioss as a symbol, and calls it
fdolatry, he forgets that the Baptist
sect uses a symbol too. On wmany of
its churches may be found a weather
vane, denoting that the members of that
Church are cast about by every wind of
doctr ne, for we have the Armenian,
or General Baptists, the Calvinistic, or
Particular Baptists, the Baptist Church
of Christ, the Campbellites, the
Dunkards, the Free-Will Baptists, the
0Old Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestin-
arian Baptists, the Hard Shell Baptists,
the Seventh Day Baptists, the Six-
Principle Baptists, ete., etc.

ANOTHER NEW CHURCH

Oa last Sunday was dedicated to the
service of Almighty God Holy Angeis’
Church, St. Thomas, in this diocese. It
was a remarkable event as betokening
the spread of the faith, and the whole-
hearted material interest in its substan-
tial upbuilding on the part of the people
of that parish whose pastor is Rev. T.
West, a priest of most remarkable apos-
tolic zeal. For St. Thomas the church
which he and his people have erected
seemed at first sight to be a work of
such magnitude that a few were in-
clined to think jt was too great an
undertaking for the present. Bat the
Right Rev. Dr. Fallon, Bishop of Lon-
don, and Rev. T. West, are not building
only for the present. The great work
was undertaken by ithe pastor with a
firm faith that the Eternal Founder of
the Church would be with him. He has
not been disappointed, for the financial
outlook is exceedingly hopeful. Such is
always the outcome when priest and
people are of one mind and one heart.
We congratulate Father West and the
Oatholic people of Bt. Thomas. No
finer church edifice may be found in any
parish of the same size in the province
of Ontario.

The past few years has shown remark-
able growth in church property in the
diocese of London. Right Rev. Bishop
Fallon’s watchword seems to be * Baild
up ; spread the faith.” Not only have
the larger parishes beer well supplied
with splendid church edifices, schools,
rectories and religious institutions, but
the smaller ones, where the Catholics
are few and poor and far between, are
not forgotten, and ere long wherever
even & dozen Catholic families may be
found they will have a place of worship
and a priest, if not in vheir midst, at a
convenient distance. This is a blessed
work for which future generations will
be grateful to our Bishop, In the old
days, because of adverse conditions,
some of the sheepfold strayed into the
by-paths of heresy, snd the sorrowful

\

spectacle presents itself of men and
women of Oatholic blood and Catholic
names associated in religious commun-
fon with those whose ancestors ocast
themselves loose from the oentre of
Christian unity. All honor be to those
who are thus endeavoring to keep the
sheepfold intact and who are striving
to bring back the lost ones. We con-
gratulate our Right Rev. Bishop. With
priests possessing such abounding zeal
and perseversnce and constancy of pur-
pure as the pastor of 8t. Thomas he will
be strengthened to reach that high
ideal wHich he has set for himself in
spreading the faith.
RN S

THE SOUR AND THE SWEET '

Here is an account of two receptions,
one given by Sir James Whitney, the
Premier of Oatario, and the ather by
Mr. Rowell, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, to Mr. Joseph Gibson, President of
the Oatario Alllance :

“When I went into Sir James’ room
and took hold of his hand I did mosc of
the shaking. He hardly deigned to look
ot me. The discourtesy he showed us
was not becoming a gentleman, He
gave no answer. [ say he ought to have
given an answer. And, God helping me,
'l‘o:y though I am, I'll make him answer
yet.

*I gave Mr, Rowell my hand. It was
as if | were giving my hand to my best
girl. Mr. Rowell is a good Christian
gentleman auy party might be proud of.
1 nay th'-c, though I am a Tory and he is
s Grit.”

Of the two receptions that of Mr.
Rowell was of course most to be com-
mended, but Mr. Whitney may at least
to some extent be excused becaunse
“his moustache went up and his nose
came down.” First of all, the Alliance
people are seeking the impossible, and
secondly, a large percentage of them are
not sincere. Tais large percentage will,
during a term of three years and eleven
months, preach prohibition, and for one
month before the election will once
again become ardent politicians, Grit
or Tory as the case may be, postponing
thought of their darling project, pro-
hibition of the manufacture and sale of
intoxieating liquors  With every other
province in the Dominion selling it and
makiog it, and with our big hundred
million neighbor selling it and making
it, the prospect of bringing about such a
happy outoome in OQatario i4 but a
dream, and a very foolish one at that.
Meantime our best course is to adopt
such temperance legislation as it is
within our power to enforce. Better
stay as we are than become as the State
of Maine—the home of hypoorisy.

FROM ONE OF THEIR OWN

Reynold's newspaper, of London, Eng-
land, published by Protestants, is severe
on the Orangemen. Ia its issue of Feb.
4th, the editor tells us that * the conduct
of the Ulster Or has an aspect
which deserves atteation. They stand
forth as representatives of Protestantism
in its purest form. Now in its last an-
alysis Protestantism stands for freedom
of belief and speech. The Reformers
protested against the attempt made in
their day to prevent free discussion.
Freedom of thought and utterance they
contended to be a natural right of man.
Such a theory, of course, is incompatible
with intolerance and persecution. And
yet we have in Ireland a band qf men
calling themselves Protestants who
would trample under their political
hoofs the very principles for which their
ancestors contended. The Orsn\gemen
are not patriots, but renegades, political
apostates who mistake splenetic ferocity
for patriotic fervour, and sectarian bom-
bast for holy zesl. Orangeism is not
Protestantism ; it is a kind of religious
and political fungus, a parasitical ex-
cresence. Home Rale will be the death
of it, as Orangemen well know — hence
their uproarious rowdyism, their flatu-
lent virulence.” e,

ANUOTHER HOOKING

We have always held William Briggs,
publisher, Toronto, in high esteem, and
we should be sorry indeed if we were
foroed not to consider him a good Christ-
ian gentleman. We are more than sur-
prised that he has permitted his pub-
lishing house to give to the world a
novel in which, the advertisement tells
us, the life of a pure minded Protestant
woman is sacrified and the career of her
boy blighted by ecclesiastical tyranny.
We are furthermore told that the work
shows in clear, heart-reaching language
how easily the Ne Temere decree can
twist a good husband into a home
wrecker. The average non-Catholie,
reading this book, will take it for
granted that fiction is fact. In times of
excitement there will always be found
a literary soldier of fortune who will
throw upon the market a book that
sells, He cares not what he puts into it
so long as it brings him money. The
author of this work ought to be ashamed
of himseif, that is, if he has any shame
left. Matters of controversy between
Qatholics and Protestants may surely
be carried on in a jugdicial manner be-
coming high-minded citizens. It is aM
pity that so much countenance is giyen
to these gypsy writers who are ever
ready to turn the dishonest penny,
recking not what turbulence may be
oreated In the community by their abom-

inable work. William Briggs, we are
surprised | Burely, you did not see the
manuscript of this novel before it was
handed to your eompositors. We
should not like to put you in the same
class as the editor of what we may call
the Weekly Muria Monk—the Orange
organ of Toronto.
4 A LITTLE SERMON

Toronto Globe, Feb, 17

George Joy, of Acton, when charged
with contracting a bigamous marriage
with Mrs, Blanche Raconi, an Italian
woman, pleaded through his counsel,
Mr, T. O. Robinette, K.C., {n the Police
Court yesterday morning, that he
understood the” youog woman had ob-
tained a divoree from her first husband,
Thomas Raconi. Raconi snd his wife
are Roman Catholics, and were married
in Toronto by Father LeMarche. The
second marriage took place last Nov. in
Acton, the ceremony being performed
by Rev. J. C. Wilson, Presbyterian.
Blanche Raconi has been convicted of
bigamy, and is serving a six months'
term on that charge,

ANOTHER ONE

The examinatisn of Everett McLellan,
of Tennycape, charged with seduction
of Miss Frances Longard, also of Tenny-
cape, took place before Stipendiary
James Farquhar on Tharsday of last
week. The evidence adduced was that
the girl was under age, she being only
fourteen years old last March. The
evidence of the girl was that McLellan
induced her to go with him against the
wishes of her parents. He took her to
St. Jobn, N. B, and was there married
by the Rev. Gordon Dickie, on the 20d
day of December. After the evidence
was all taken, McLellan was sent up for
trial in the Bupreme Court.

AS TO INTOLERANCE

An agent of the Canadian Press Ser-
vice has sent the startling news from
Quebec that two Protestants, by majori-
ties of one hundred and eighteen and
two hundred and thirty eight, have been
defeated in the civic elections in that
city. Two Catholics by very large
majorities were defeated in Toronto at
the last election when running for the
Board of Control and nothing was said
about it. Toronto neven yet had a
Catholic Mayor. It would be too much
to expect Canada's Belfast to elect one,
and Toronto, at rare intervals, has had a
Catholic alderman. In the matter of
religious tolerance the Catholic Province
of Quebec has given many examples
which should be & lesson for the Protes-
tant Province of Ontario. We firmly
believe that the two Protestants in
Quebec were not defeated because they
were Protestante, but for other reasons.
It is a miserable business this voting for
a man because he is a member of this or
that Church or this or that lodge. Fit-
ness for the office should be the test.
Many a first class boodler takes refuge
in a church or a lodge to promote his
selfish purposes.

HOME RULE NOT A RELIGIOUS
QUESTION
I

Most of the trouble and noise in the
world is cauted by people meddling in
matters of which they know nothing.
Toe present agitation over the Ne
Temere decree is an example. The
frothy Orange utterances against Home
Rule is ancther case in point. The
brethren id Toronto, Winnipeg, and
other centres have been making exhib-
itions of themselves, passing long-
winded resolutions in defence of their
“Protestant liberties,” and planking
down good Canadian dollars for the
fight against *Roman aggression"” under
the guise of Home Rule. They would
have it appear that Home Rule is a
religious question. Nothing could be
farther from the trauth. Irishmen take
their religion from Rome, but, in the
words of O'Connell, they would as soon
take their politics from Constantinople
as from the Vatican. Irish nationalism
is neither Protestant nor Catholic. A
maf’s worth to the cause is not meas-
ured by his religious beliefs, but by the
genuineness of his seryice to Irgland.
Owthe long roll of Irish patriots there
are no more gloriqus names than those
of Protestants. The canonized saint
of Irish nationality, Robert Emmett,
was » Protestant. Lord Edward Fitz-
gerald, another idol of the popular
imagination, was a Protestant. Grattan
was a Protestant. Isaac Butt, the first
Home Rule leader, was a Protestant.
Parnell, his successor, the man who
broke the power of landlordism in Ire-
land, and who was almost worshipped
by the people, was a Protestant. At
the present moment the chief whip of
the Nationalist party, Captain Done-
lan, is a Protestant, and there are six
or eight Protestants sitting for purely
Catholic constituencies. The Ancient’
Order of Hibernlans has been denounced
as sectarian, and as practicing & rigor-
ous boycott of Protestants, yet in
places such as Donegal and Dablin,
where the Order is all powerful, we find
its members electing Protestant repre-
sentatives, thus demonstrating that
Irish nationalism Y%nows no religious
tests. Every responsible popular
leader in Irish politics has raised his
voice in defence of religious equality.
Mr. Redmond has time and again
assured British public opinion that
Irishmen do not seek the ascendancy of
any class or of any oreed, and he has in-
vited the Imperial Parliament to em-

body in the coming Home Rule bill
such safeguards se It may deem neces-
sary to ensure minority rights. That
such legislative safeguards are unneces-
sary the whole col of Irish history
goes to prove. Three times since the
* Reformatign " Irish Oatholics have
been in possession of political power—
in faet, of the government of the coun-
try—yet they never passed one penal
law nor persecuted one single Protest-
ant. Speaking at Glasgow recently
Wm, Redwond publicly challenged the
Unionists to prove that any Piotelt.nt,
any single man, woman, or child, is
being persccuted in Ireland because of
their religion. *I ask,” said Mr. Red-
mond, “that their names and the dis-
tricts should be given to me, privately
if need be, and I pledge myself, if such
lnformation be given me, to go down
myself to that district and to denounce
the outrage ahd to stop it. But, my
challenge will remain unanswered.
There is no such case in the whole of
Ireland.”

Protestants have been boycotted in
Ireland, bat only for political offences.
In the old Land League days no land-
lord was more detested by the people
than Lord De Freyne, and he was a
Qatholic. Surely a handful of North-
east Ulster Orangemen, and their next-
of-kin in Toronto, do not #hink that
their Protestantism could whitewash
such inhuman monsters as Lord Clanori-
carde and the rest of the brood of ex-
terminating landlords who sent hun-
dreds of thoussnds to the poorhouse,
the grave, or the emigraut ship to
make way for the bullocks ? They
were boycotted by the people for their
crimes against the people, not because
they were of a different faith. The
fact that they were of the same faith
did not save the Catholic landlords
from the peoples’ wrath. Religion had
nothing to do with it, and nobody knows
this better than the men of the lodges.
There has been persecution for faith's
gake in Ireland, but the Catholics were
the persecuted, uct the persecators.
Now that it looks as if Catholic Eman-
cipation were at long last to become
something more than a legislative
enactment, and that it would be no
longer possible for an insolent minority
to lord it over the majority, we are re-
galed with the old cry of religious in-
tolerance. There was no mention of
intolerance when, year after year, the
corporation of Belfast refused to em-
ploy a Catholic; when Derry with a
majority of Catholic inhabitants would
not have a Catholic mayor; when no
Catholic Unionist was ever sent to
Parliament by an Ulster Unionist con-
stituency ; when the -railways, banks,
.gover t depart ts, etc., were all
manned by Protestants? Catholic
Emancipation has been eighty years on
the statute book, but it might as well
have never been passed. To-day the
Catholic is the slave of the Ascendancy.
And it is simply becanse Home Rule
will change this by ensuring fair play
for the majority that the self-styled
“Knglish garrison in Ireland” is op-
posed to it. Orangeism sees its privi-
leges in daonger of being swept away.
It is beginning to realize that it must
in the near future take its chance with
the rest of the community. It knows
that in a self-governing Ireland it will
have to stand on its merits. It has
cursed the Pope so long and so vehem-
ently that it hates to think it will have
to recognize its Papist fellow-country-
man as an equal in fact as well as in
theory. Ulster talks glibly of fighting
Home Rule. Carson and my Lord Lon-
donderry will die in the last ditch before
they bow their necks to Rome. The
timid can rest easy. Carson and my
Lord will die in their beds. There is
no question of their being forced to bow
to Rome. The religious question is not
a factor in the Home Rule fight. Home
Rule will not lead to a Catholic perse-
cution of Protestants, but it will render
impossible the systematic exclusion of
Catholics by the Protestant minority.
And that is why they are opposed to it.
Irishmen seek to govern Ireland accord-
ing to Irish ideas, not in the interest of
any party or religious body, but for the
welfare of the country as a whole.
“Ireland,” said Parnell, “cannot afford
to do without one of her sons.” In the
work of re-building the nation that
must follow Home Rule there will be
room and to spare for all, and no man
will be excluded betause of his relig-
ious belief. The Irish Nationalist creed
is well-summed up in the lines of the
Protestant poet, Davis :

“If you're to Ireland true,
We heed not creed, nor race, nor clan,
We've hearts and hands for you.”

Sectarian bitterness has been fostered in
north-east Ulster for a purpose. The
passage of Home Kule will, as Mr.
Churchill said at Belfast, destroy for-
ever this accursed machinery for the
manufacture of hate, and then we may
confldently look forward to an era of
peace and prosperity in Ireland, when
Belfast and Cork will both vie with
each other in making for the newer and
the greater Ireland. Old fends will be
forgotten, old differences disregarded,
old wounds healed, when Orange and
Green will blend together in the dawn
of Ireland's re-birth.
. CoLuMBA




