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A WAR CLAUSE DECISION.

Judgment in favour of the London Life Assur-
ance Company has been given at Toronto in a war-
clause action brought against the company by
Mrs. M. F. Skimin. The plaintiff claimed $414,
heing amount of a policy on the life of her son,
who was killed in action in France. The contract
contained a clause by which it would be rendered
void “if without the company's consent, the
assured shall be engaged in any military or naval
ervice in time of war, except in defence of Canada
against foreign invasion.” The court was asked
to decide whether Skimin's service in France was
to protect Canada from such invasion. Judge Den-
ton ruled that “in my opinion the phrase as used
in the policy means some military or naval action
more immediate in point of time and location than
that now taking place in Europe,”
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1917 FIRE LOSSES IN THE UNITED STATES.

The fire losses in the United States in 1917
amounted to the huge sum of $230,000,000, the
largest in the history of that country except in
1906, the year of the San Francisco conflagration.

The report of an examination of the Royal
Arcanum by the New York, Connecticut and
Massachusetts departments has just been publish-
ed and shows that the 1916 increase in rates had a
decided effect on lapses, in that a decrease in
membership six times greater than that of the
preceding year took place, 69,667 members droj
ping out, involving $174,601,692 of I)eanlts. n
1917 the lapses approached normal again, until
April, when the receivership proceedings increased
them above the normal,




