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retical speculation and abstract reasoning. The Eng-
lish school had been aroused by the brilliant re-
searches of John Hunter,and the results of his extra
ordinary industry and patient study had made a
marked impression.  He died in 1793, but his labors
had given a great impulse to the study of anatomy
and pathology, an impulse which grew stronger and
stronger in the carly vears of the century, and now
at its close his name is held in admiration by surgeons
throughout the civilized world, and his teachings are
recognized as the foundation of British surgery. Tt
must not be forgotten that at this time Scotland had
aided in the evolution of the healing art, and that the
medical faculty of Edinburgh had heen elevated into
a condition of prosperity by the labors of many famous
men.

At this period, also, British medicine was power-
fully influenced by the French school. In the early
vears of the nineteenth century, indeed, we could trace
the hirth of the modern school of medicine, and also
th silent influence of many collateral sciences which
helped forward its development.  Daoctors, too, beran
to mend their wavs,and to leave undone many
things long associated with the strange reason
ings of the are.  He referred specially to the work
done by Edward Jenner in the first years of the
contury, and  speaking  of the recent modifiea
tion of the vaccination laws, said it was difficult to
realize, with all the accumulated evidence of a
century, gathered from all the great FEuropean
countries and the centres of America. that thev, as a
profession. should have to do combat with such dan
gerons legislation.  In regard to general progress,
the lahors of the century had done much, not only
in the direction of cure, but in the still higher way of
nrevention. Tt was not, however, until 1824 that the
1 eoislature commenced action in the sanitary interests
of the people, and hegan that long series of legislative
chanees which had issued in the protective legislation
of modern times.

Then, the carlv part of the century would ever be
recoonized as the hirthtime of modern pathologv—
the period when the huge chasm hetween dead morhid
anatomv and living pathology bevan to he brid-el
over, Patholoeyv would still advance. and the nev
discoveries of hiology would serve as startine points
of new nat"o'o~cal truths. At the same time. the
order of b'ological eriticism would he aceepted as the
test of every new pathological development.  He next
traced the develonment of the science of bacterioloey
and spoke of the marvellous contributions it had madc
to our knowledge, and then dealt with the relations
bhetween the disorders of mankind and those of the
lower animals, saving that this relationsh’'n wonld
form an important part of future researches whils
bacteriological investication had alreadv  unfolded
many important problems. Proceeding, he said:

Investigntors have also recently heen endeavoring

to unrave] the secrets of malaria poisoning. The dis
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case has been traced by Surgeon-Major Ross and Dr.
Manson to a parasite which has the power of assuming
a latent condition within the human body. Tt actually
lives in the interior of the red corpuscles of the blood.
Dr. Manson thinks that it is removed from the blood
by some suctorial insect, and that this insect is a
s|.n‘\'i('s of mosquito. The parasite is propagated out-
cide the human body. The insects are capable of
infecting the larvae, and man is in turn infected by
drinking the water contaminated by the mosquito, or
by inhaling the dust of the dry mud of the pools in
which mosquitoes have perished. After referring
to these facts to show the great impulse bacteriology
had given to the study of the intimate connection
between the diseases of mankind and the diseases of
animals, Dr. Cousins continued:

It is certain that the latter are far more often the
agents by which diseases are distributed than we are
at present able to detect. The same disorder in dif
ferent animals produces very different manifestations,
and the symptoms may be so variable that the recog-
nition of a common specific cause is almost impossi-
ble. What may we expect from this young science
in the future?> We are only touching the fringe of its
possible revelations. Much that has been done will
have to be done over again, and much that has becn
written will have to be rewritten. How many questions
have vet to be solved? Will the further evolution of
bacteriology  solve the great problem concerning
immunity?

Another of the great developments of the century
is to be found in the d'scovery of surgical anaes-
thesia. the story of which was told in deail by the
president, who mentioned as an interesting fact that
the original anaesthetic agents still hold the confiden-¢
of the medical world. With regard to recent advances
in medicine, he said that bacteriology has already
provided the physician with a new set of remedies;
in diphtheria ant’toxin has proved of marked utility;
the treatment of tetanus both subcutaneous and in-
tracerebral, appears to have been successful in some
cases. As regards tuberculosis, enteric fever and
cholera, we must wait the test of experience. The
remedies have a scientific basis, and we may antic
pate great progress. The innoculation with the serum
of animals, immunized by bacteria and bacterial pro-
ducts, is one of the most hopeful developments of
medicine. Another step forward is the discovery of
the great value of the products obtained from healthy
glands in the treatment of certain disorders.

The close of the nineteenth century will, too, he
forever memorable for the great efforts which have
been initiated for the prevention and cure of tuber
culosis, not only in this country but in all civilizel
lands. Tt is a matter of great congratulation tha:
the Prince of Wales is the head of a great national
association which has been formed for the purpose
of arresting as far as poss'ble this dreadful scourge,
and that in all the leading centres men of every class




