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PROMINENT TOPICS.

e DISPERSION OF THE DUM\, the first Parlia
Russia ever had, is a world wide topie of the
ndest importance. It will stand out n his

a4 monument of auntocratic tyranny Pax

it< have been broken up, dissolved, f« rbidden
ot by rulers like Cromwell and  Napoleon
1w never before was a duly elected assembly of
~..‘p!v\ representatives, at whose inaugural
¢ the nation’s ruler was present, suddenly
wen up, its members treated as crimimals and
1 to be fugitives from the capitol where they

A heen exercising legislative functions. '
[he position of the Duma was from the first
v anomalous. The Czar had declared when

Duma was g.l”h red that he wonld not re S1gn

rtion of s absolute powe I'his amazing
n ;-"ut.c,lll_\ left the Duma no power of

ng legi Lation and its « ndeavonrs and aspira

14

tr fulfil the solenm and weighty functions ol

| ogislature led to 1ts being forcihly broken up
e reforms discussed by the Duma were contra
be tdeas of the Czar and his courtiers I'he cry
he peasants for more land and casier terms of
renaney, which will keep  Russia disturbed until
re satisfied, and other soctal reforms w
minent in the debates of the Duma ta plea

{zar
e o o o

Ik CZAR 15 NO STATESMAN e had elear
on sufficient to show him m what direction

1
peoplie were

feelings and comvictions ol the 1

mg. But, instead of his having the judgment

tatesman to discern the path of social am

cment and pohtical development to be the path
Afety, he plunged right back mto the conrs
I s cortain to lead to revolution that will, even
ler the most repressive measure, lead o .1‘1\1»4'\1

gly sanguinary scencs and may bring the scan
ue, the inhuman dynasty of the Romanolts
¢ tragle termination
Ri-<ia 1s seething with passionate hatred of 1ts
er and his courtiers.  The dispersion
D has inspired an appeal to the poople to pay
xes, and ]v'..nr cvery obstruction o the way
he authorities.

What will be the result of the Duma hemg sup
eowed is an alarming problem. The Europran
v markets are taking measures to avold seriou
fnancial disturbance and they sec strong e wh

resist any storm that breaks ont in Russia

e o o o

SUGGESTED CONFERENCE OF CANADIAN BOAI
¢ TRADE.— The question of holding a conventi
i representatives from  the different Boards ol
Irade throughout the Donnmon will probably 1
n the return of Mr. F. H. Mathewson, pre sident
f the Montreal Board, considered. 1t 15 claimed
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time during next autumn for the purpose of dis-
cussing Canadian ¢ mmercial and financial matters,
would prove most beneficial to  inter-provincial
trade, and that it would be the means of bringing
about a better understanding among the many com-
mercial corporations from Halifax to Vancouver
[t is said that there are a large number of ques
tions affecting the trade and commerce of the Dom-
inion which are not understood 1n the proper hight,
and the bringing together of the leading members
of all the Boards of Trade in Canada for a
thorough discussion ol these questions would, 1t 1s
thought, result i a better understanding among
the business interests of the country

e o o o
A LEGAL DECISION ON WHICH WE PLACE NO RE
LIANCE ~ A contemporary has the following cable
from London
An iwportant judgment attecting the relations
of colonial merchants was  given by Mr Justwe
Phillimore, in the King's Bench, The Bank of
Montreal sued the Exhnbit & Trading Company,
Limited, of Liverpo 1, to recover 4405 on a pro
missory note drawn by the defendants, ;n.\‘nhlv Lo
the Goderich Organ Company, and endorsed to
the bank. Payment was resisted on the  ground
that the promissory note had heen materially al
tered by the addition ol the word “Limited” to the
name of the payees, alter the execution of the in
strument, and also on the ground that the note was

un-tamped.

Judgment was given tor defendants on hoth

points

We decline to believe that any officer of the Bank
of Montreal England  would disconnt an un
stamped 'l and one i which a matertal altera
tion had been made after the exceution of the n
strument.  Bank managers are not s entirely ver
dant as the above report asumes one of the man
agers of the Bank of Montre i1 to have been

e« o o o

THE CITY AND THE MONTREAI P, Hear &
POWER  COMPANY Interviews  hitween the City
Council Committee and the Laight, Heat & Power
Co, have been held and others will follow. So far
nothing definite has been con Lnded. but several of
the committee are quite hop fnl that reduced rates
for gas, and electriaty will be secnred

. . - .

LATEST FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO Ihe expected
announcement as to the course to be pursned by the
Commercial Union, Palatin and  Alliance com
panies has not been made, some hitch having occur
red at one of the [.ondon ol
of the cable being necessary

The Commercial Union and  Palatine deaided
days ago what they would do, but the

s, and further use

several

that such a gathering, convening this city some

Alliance has not yet reached a conclusion relative
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