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three months, the whole country is covered with

water. This moistens the land, and leaves rich

earth behind. The farmers do not need to plough

the land or manure it; but when the water has

drained off they sow their grain in the mud. There
are many canals tlirough the country, from which
water is taken and applied to the growing crops.

Egypt has always been noted for its grain. It

also produces cotton, sugar-cane, and indigo. There
are many beautiful groves of the date-palm on the

borders of the desert.

709. The liouses of tlic f.anncrs arc not .scattered hero and
there over tlie country

,
but are collected in vill.ages on the

higher groumls, so as to be out of the w.ay of the water.

770. The ancient Egyptians were very learned

in some things. They built large cities and idol

temples, which were adorned with immense stone

columns and .statues, many ruins of which are still

to b{! .seen in the country. Among the wonderful
remains of ancient Egyptian art -.irv tiie Pyramids.
These are immense stone buildings, large at the

bottom, and drawn in on all sides, as one stone
rises abov(! another, till they come to a point at the
top. The largest jjyramid is four hundred and
sixty feet high.

771. 'I'lie ancient Knyiitians did not bury tbcir do.id as we de. Tlicy
first embalmed tlie biidy, by applyin); spices and drugs, so that it
would not decay, and tlicy then lai<l it in .a scpuklire, hewn in the
rocks on the borders of the country. Many of tlicse embalmed bodies,
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caihd mHm.aiM, have been brouubt to Kurope and America, and arc
kept In inuseuniB as cnrio.sltieH.

77'.'. (In the sepulchres and seuliitnred rocks are found ancle-it
insirii.tiona in picture-wrllinR an<l curious characters, l.cai-ncd men
in our (Ime, jmve disooverc.l how to read these inscriptions, and liave
thus Kained m\uh knowledge of tlio early histi.ry and customs of the
country.

7":t. Cairo, near the Nile, in the capital of Kgypt. Its
numerous nii)H(|ues form the most nttr.ietive feature of the

eity. The jrreiit pyramids are a few uiiles distant, Alexandria
is an important port.

771. Port Said .m the Meditoriitnean, ,i: .1 Suez on the \{,\\

Sea, are small [ilaces at opposite ends of the Suez Canal.

775. The Suez Canal, wi.t.h .—.r.n,-.. <= tb
terrancan, atVords a short route for ciiiinierci _ ,._
and India, China, anil .rajjan Railways connect .Xuez witli Cairo
and Alexandria.
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