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SEveral voyages were undertaken from 
Canton and Bombay to Nootka Sound, 

the American mart fpr peltry, at an early * 
period after the (Jifcovery of that coaft ; and 
in May 1785, fomfc Englilh merchants en
tered into a commercial partnerfliip, under - 
the title of the King George’s Sound Com
pany, for carrying on a fur trade from the 
vveftern coaft of America to China.

Having obtained licences from the South 
Sea and Eaft India Companies, they pur- 
chafed tyvo (hips, *one of three hundred and , j 
twenty, and the other of two hundred tons 
burthen, and gave the command of the larg
er veflel, which was named the King (George,' 
to Mr. Nathaniel Port lock ; and of the o- 
ther, called the Queen Charlotte, to Mr. 
George Dixon. Both thofe gentlemen had 
failed with Captain Cook, andwv.x 
fore deetbed moft propel to condv^t in "* 4-- f] 
venture, which required no Common know
ledge and experience, fhc irMV.V, 
were all men of competent abilities, and1 Mr. 
Evans and Mr. Woodcock* two pupils, from 
the mathematical fchonl in ChrilV^dri dptcu:^ 
were engaged as draughtsmen:
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