
22 IN SEARCH OF SMITH

that, oi the whites, no one save the principal atore-

keeper wore a coat, he in consequence being re-

ceded Ta person entitled to give himself airs.

^ jtk Taylor settled down to his new surroundings

Jryouthful ease ; Uke a kitten starting We in .

Sw home, he investigated everything with boyish

:Z and ;uriosity. iSs ^pW^ never flagged a„d

his enerav was untiring. As for Parker, tropical

skieswS no novelty to him, >d the ex-cavabyman

nuS Us duties^with an unruftted mien looked

CS in the eye with a ^ol t™"l«'«'^*^tS
landed him in a series of cont«rtemps from which

C emerged a little less beautiful of countenance,

"mphatically victorious. For Parker was a

"Tommy " of the best fighting quaUty ;
as ready

with Hs fists as with his tongue, hard as nails, level-

h tde^, alert, and of the dodged typ* t^at
f
™

foe and never knows when it is beaten. It is ttas

l^e thafhas won the little British Isles such big

^"1?ItrS being no stranger to seething

rpt:d«ok~ e-ffint^trgn passed for a genulae colonial. He was not new

?o Australia, having, ^^^ /***•""l/w hd^dav
dozen years previously, utilised a six months hohday

in looking up a younger brother of his who had a

fatae ™n inVisWlocaUty. About the time tha

the eccentric and adventurous Smith set foot in the

NevSever country, this brother of the General s

W died Sir Donald had, he told me, endeavoured

to petuade his widowed sister-in-law to sell the run

and leave the Gulf country, but as she and her

)


