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acouiu, noting therein just whut support ho luis for pass-

ing it.

In every case, he should sec that the authoi izjition or ap-

propriation is not cxeeeded without coiunientiuf? uu the i'act.

It is not necessary, of course, to say that he must at

times use a little judgment. Vov instance, if. in a depart-

ment whose appropriations were set at

Expenditure $1()0,()00.U() Revenue !)!l(),0()().0(>

he found revenue had accrued amountinf.' to ,'fir),(Mi(i he

would not he justified in refusin<r to approve a necessary

l>ayment which would brinjr the frross expendituii^ to

.$l(l.").()()(» at the end of the year. lie. like all other ofHicials.

iiuist exercise some tact, but at the srtne time he nuist he

firm when occasion reqii'ces.

Now, as to the Comptroller. He is required to keej'

(reneral books only, but in such mannei' that approvi'd ex-

penditures are charged against np!)ropriations. In other

words, he has to open his books for the year with credits to

all aeeoinit for total esti?nated expenditure. As ho ap-

proves expenditure for payment, he will charge the credit

for that p"ri)ose and credit total estimated expenditure.

His general books will then, or should be. a iet1(x of ex-

penditure recorded in the general books of the ei1,\' ti-easnr-

?v. This is a rough outline of the duties of a comnt roller

as generally understood in respect to the autiiorization of

payments, or the pre-audit of a city's exijcnditures.

But generally, the comptroller is the official req'iind to

prepare nil informations as to costs. In other words, he is

required not only to record the aiiioniit cxixiided. but ;dso

the quantities of woi'k performed and ser\ ice kmlcred. For

example, he should be able to supply information as to t'le

cost per square yard, as compai-ed with similar work for

other years. This information he shoidd col',^cf from thi

departments affected, so as to be able to supply' it wbcti

reeded. One official or department doing the wni-k of pre

paration of costs is found much more satisfactoi'y than al-

lowing it to be done by the departments concerned. Tin

latter have their remedy if they can prove the comptroller

wrong.


